SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 9th January 2006 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

PRESENT






  Cllr P N Aldis (Chairman)






  “   C Baker





  “   P Blaine






  “   R Frood





  “   J Gurney





  “   C Osborne





  “   M Pettitt





  “   D Sharman





  “   R Smith






  “   Mrs S Sutton






  “   G White

Together with one Member of the Press
1.  Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs Gale, Jaeger and Scott.
2.  Statutory Declarations of Interests from Members (P77/05)

(a)  Prejudicial interests
Cllr Mrs Sutton

Planning Application 05/01943/FULL
Member has had











previous business contact











with the applicants but not











in connection with this 











application.
Left the Chamber during consideration of the application.

(b)  Personal interests
Cllr White


Planning Application 05/01986/FULL
Member is personal friend











of current tenants in the

property.

Cllr Osborne


Agenda Item 12 Trees – Sandy

Member is a Church
Churchyard




Warden.

2.  Statutory Declarations of Interests from Members (P77/05) (Contd)

Dispensations
Dispensations had been granted at the Meeting of the Ethics and Standards Committee of Mid Bedfordshire District Council on 12th May 2004 to enable the following members to take a full part in the business under Agenda Item 8.

Cllrs  P Blaine
         J Gurney
        C Osborne
        M Pettitt

PART “A” – RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL
11.  Public Conveniences in Sandy (P78/05)

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND:  (a)  That in order to ensure the continuation of this much needed public facility in Sandy Town Centre, Sandy Town Council has no alternative but to accept responsibility for its future ownership and management with effect from 1st April 2006.

(b)  That a suitable sum be included in the Draft Annual Estimates of Expenditure for 2006/2007.

SEE ALSO PART “B” – RESOLVED MATTERS

MINUTE NO: (P78/05)

PART “B” – RESOLVED MATTERS

3.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council (P79/05)
(See List Attached)
Planning Application 05/01970/CAC – Magnolia House, 18 Market Square, Sandy

RESOLVED:  That a letter be sent to the Head of Planning Services, Mid Bedfordshire District Council urging that if this building is now to be demolished some other public facility should be provided as a replacement and as part of the Section 106 Agreement, for example new Public Library, additional Public Car Parking etc.
4.  Minutes (P80/05)
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 21st November 2005 and as approved/amended and adopted by Council Meeting held on Monday 5th December 2005 and which had been previously circulated were signed.
5.  Planning or Enforcement Appeals – Notifications from Mid Bedfordshire District Council (P81/05)
05/00423/FULL (35/05)
Mrs Auty
c/o DLA Town Planning Ltd

3 College Street

St Albans

AL3 4PW
Full application for change of use from agricultural field to dog training facility with office, agility equipment and lighting at land south of Stratford Road, Sandy, Beds.

STC (PP&OS 26.4.05) Object

(a)  The plan is inadequate to exactly locate the field.

(b)  The proposed lighting will be an intrusion into the countryside.

(c)  Vehicular traffic will increase and there is no provision for parking or turning.

(d)  The national cycleway will follow this route, increased traffic is likely to endanger cyclists.

(e)  The application is contrary to the District Plan.

MBDC 9.6.05 Refused

Appeal to be dealt with by Hearing – Date still to be fixed.

Sandy Town Council’s written comments have already been sent to the Planning Inspectorate.
RESOLVED:  (a) That the action taken by the Clerk in already submitting the Council’s comments be ratified and approved.
(b)  That when a date of the Public Inquiry is known Members of the Council be advised so that they may, if they wish, attend. 
05/00983/FULL (61/05)

Mr & Mrs A J Digby-Cameron

6 Stratford Road

Sandy

Beds  SG19 2AP

Full application for the erection of a detached chalet bungalow with integral garage at 6 Stratford Road, Sandy, Beds.

STC (PP&OS 11.7.05) Object

(a)  Outside the village settlement envelope.

(b)  Contrary to the District Plan.

(c)  Intrusion into open countryside.

MBDC 22.9.05 Refused

5.  Planning or Enforcement Appeals – Notifications from Mid Bedfordshire District Council (P81/05) (Contd)

Appeal lodged against the Refusal to grant consent.  Appeal to be dealt with by written representation procedure.  There will not be a Public Inquiry.

Town Council’s comments in respect of the Application have already been sent to the Planning Inspectorate.

RESOLVED:  That the action taken by the Clerk in already submitting the Council’s comments be ratified and approved.

Mr R Smith
Spicers Yard

High Road

Beeston

Sandy

Beds

Appeal lodged against Enforcement Notice served by MBDC in respect of the change of use of this site.  The Enforcement Notice said “That the use of the land for the parking and storage of vehicles, plant, machinery and materials not associated with agriculture, including incidental operation development is contrary to Policy BE1 of the Mid Bedfordshire Local Plan 1993 and Policies DPS5 and DPS7 of the Mid Bedfordshire Local Plan First Review Deposit Draft, incorporating proposed modifications (2003), by reason of the commercial activity being visually intrusive and harmful to the character and appearance of the area and having a detrimental impact on the amenity of the adjoining residential occupiers by giving rise to undue overlooking and general noise and disturbance from the activities carried out on the site.”

The Notice required the cessation of use of the land and removal of plant and equipment.

The Grounds of the Appeal are “That Planning Permission should be granted for the use alleged in the Enforcement Notice.”

Sandy Town Council did not comment upon the issue of the Enforcement Notice.  However a subsequent Planning Application was lodged in an attempt to legalise the situation 05/01795 and the Town Council did Object to this Application.
(a)  Industrial use within a rural environment.

(b)  Loss of amenities to near neighbours.

(c)  Dangerous access onto A1 Trunk Road.

(d)  Access across Common Land.
These Objections all appear to apply equally to the serving of the Enforcement Notice and are also contrary to the Grounds of the Appeal.

Therefore these comments have already been sent to the Planning Inspectorate.

RESOLVED:  (a)  That the action taken by the Clerk in already submitting the Council’s comments be ratified and approved.
5.  Planning or Enforcement Appeals – Notifications from Mid Bedfordshire District Council (P81/05) (Contd)

(b)  That no additional comments be submitted at this stage.
6.  Planning or Enforcement Appeals – Decisions
 (P82/05)
There were none.

7.  Verbal report from any local member who attended Development Control Committee on any matters affecting Sandy (P83/05)
Cllr Aldis reported that the application for conversion of Solicitors Office to Restaurant in St Neots Road, (Application No: 05/01713/FULL) had been subject to a site inspection.  By negotiation additional car parking had been provided at an adjacent property.  This factor had contributed to the Application being approved.
8.  Sunderland Road Pavilion/Secure Storage Project (P84/05)
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Working Group held on Monday 28th November 2005 and which had been previously circulated be received.

(Members noted that these had already been considered by the Town Council Meeting on Monday 5th December 2005 and the required action taken).
9.  Beeston Green Play Equipment (Minute No: P15/05) (Dated 6.6.05)
(85/05)
The new equipment was ordered on the 14th December 2005 and is due for installation in March 2006.
The District Council Grants Scheme had not yet been re-introduced but an application from the Town Council had been lodged for (if and when) the scheme is re-introduced.

RESOLVED:  That the situation be noted.

10.  Sandy Town Bowls Club Lease (Minute No: P109/04) (Dated 4.4.05) (P86/05)
The Vice Chairman of the Committee took the Chair for this Item.  Cllr Aldis as Chairman of the Working Group gave a resume of negotiations thus far and his personal impression that the Club was unlikely to agree to any compromise arrangements.  They appeared unwilling to accept that any increase in Annual Rent was applicable and could not understand the need for expenditure controls.

Cllr Aldis answered questions from Members on both the Minutes of the Meeting of the Working Group held on Monday 28th November 2005 and the subsequent letter sent to the Bowls Club.  

After further debate it was:

RESOLVED:  (a)  That the Notes of the Meeting held on 28th November 2005, and the letter sent to the Club on the 13th December 2005, copies of which had been previously circulated, be received.
(b)  That the outcome of the Meeting due to be held on the 18th January 2006 be awaited.
11.  Public Conveniences in Sandy (P78/05)
The Clerk’s Report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.
After a full debate:-

SEE PART “A” MINUTES – RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL 

MINUTE NO: (P78/05)
RESOLVED:  (a)  That the Clerk be requested to prepare a further report regarding the suggested opening hours and cleaning arrangements for the consideration of this Committee prior to the April “take over” date.

(b)  That a letter be sent to the Chief Executive of Mid Bedfordshire District Council expressing the Town Council’s disgust at the way in which this matter has been handled and the indiscriminate and irresponsible manner in which future responsibility and expenditure is being “forced” upon Town and Parish Councils.
12.  Lime Trees – Sandy Churchyard (P87/05)
The Clerk’s Report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

RESOLVED:  (a)  That in the light of the professional advice now being given, the mature Lime Trees in Sandy Churchyard should in future be topped and pollarded only every two years.
(b)  That St Swithun’s Parochial Church Council be advised of the action which is to in future be taken by the Council.

(c)  That an estimate be obtained for the works and disposal of waste during 2007 for inclusion in the 2007/2008 Annual Estimates and therefore every two years.

13.  Press Release (P88/05)
RESOLVED:  That no Press Release is considered necessary.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	9.12.05

123/05


	05/01978/FULL

Mr & Mrs P Daniels

134a St Neots Road

SANDY

Beds

SG19 1BS
	Full application for the erection of a single storey rear extension to 134a St Neots Road, Sandy, Beds.
Near neighbours 132a and 134 St Neots Road notified
	RESOLVED:  No objections
	P P & O S

9.1.06

10.1.06
	

	12.12.05

124/05


	05/01819/FULL

Mr & Mrs Bell

15 Northcroft

SANDY

SG19 1JJ
	Full application for the erection of a two storey side extension at 15 Northcroft, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 3, 10-16 & 21 Northcroft, Sandy notified

	RESOLVED:  No objections
	P P & O S

9.1.06

10.1.06
	

	12.12.05

125/05


	05/01986/FULL

Burlison Inns Ltd

5 Mill Meadow

Langford

Beds

SG18 9UR
	Full application for the variation of Condition 1 (duration of consent) attached to planning permission 41/2000/1643 dated 30.1.01 for change of use of public house to residential dwelling and erection of two detached dwellings at the Sir William Peel, Public House, 39 High Street, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 37, 41 High Street, 1-7 Belfry Court, 16,18 St Swithun’s Way, Sandy notified


	RESOLVED:  Object

(a)  The viability of this property as a successful local public house has been demonstrated over the last 5 years.

(b)  To further extend this success a small cottage industry brewery has been established at the property.

(c)  Since the original application further public houses in Sandy have been closed and are rumoured to be closing.

(d)  Loss of an important local community feature.


	P P & O S

9.1.06

10.1.06
	

	14.12.05

126/05


	05/01995/FULL

J P Cantle

122 Union Street

Dunstable

LU6 1HB
	Full application for the erection of a two storey office extension to front elevation of 51-53 Gosforth Close, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 43-49 & 55 Gosforth Close, Sandy notified


	RESOLVED:  No objections
	P P & O S

9.1.06

10.1.06
	

	15.12.05

127/05
	05/01970/CAC

McCann Homes Ltd

Shirwell House

Shirwell Crescent

Furzton Lake

Milton Keynes

MK4 1GA
	Conservation Area Consent Application for the total demolition of building at 18 Market Square, Sandy, Beds
	RESOLVED:  No objections
	P P & O S

9.1.06

10.1.06
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	20.12.05

128/05


	05/01943/FULL

B W Property Developers Ltd

15 Hermitage Gardens

Cotton End

Bedford 

MK45 3AY
	Revised site location for full application of the erection of a detached bungalow and detached single garage on land to the rear of 166 St Neots Road, Sandy, Beds.


	RESOLVED:  Object

(a)  Back land development is undesirable.

(b)  Sandy Town Council is of the opinion that there is already too much of this type of development in the Town.


	P P & O S

9.1.06

10.1.06
	

	20.12.05

129/05


	05/01991/FULL

Mr K Smith

The Lodge

Mill Lane

Sandy

Beds
	Full application for the erection of a two storey side rear extension and change of use to bed and breakfast (C1 use Bed and Breakfast) at The Lodge, Mill Lane, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 22a and Chestnut House, Mill Lane and 6 and 7 Coopers Close, Sandy notified

	RESOLVED:  No objections

However Sandy Town Council is greatly concerned that the proposed car parking on the site could not be implemented within the space available which is inadequate.

Request that the application be “called in” for a Committee decision and site inspection.
	P P & O S

9.1.06

10.1.06
	

	20.12.05

130/05


	BC/CM/2005/535/Bedfordshire County Council

County Hall

Cauldwell Street

BEDFORD

MK42 9AP
	County Council application for the variation of Condition 14 Planning Permission No 18/1985 – extension of time for the completion of sand extraction at Sandy Heath Pit, Deepdale Lane, Sandy, Beds.
	RESOLVED:  No objections
	P P & O S

9.1.06

10.1.06
	

	23.12.05

131/05


	05/02027/FULL

Marchfield Investments Ltd

Chells Manor

Stevenage

Herts
	Full application for the erection of an industrial unit for B1, B2 and B8 use with associated car parking and landscaping (following demolition of existing unit) at 7 Gosforth Close, Sandy, Beds.


	RESOLVED:  No objections
	P P & O S

9.1.06

10.1.06
	

	03/01/06

132/05


	05/02083/FULL

Miss Emma Soden

20 Northcroft

Sandy

SG19 1JJ
	Full application for change of use to children’s day nursery (Class D1) at 5a Market Square, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 4a and 7 Market Square, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:  No objections
	P P & O S

9.1.06

10.1.06
	


9
8

