SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 6th February 2006 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

PRESENT






  Cllr P N Aldis (Chairman)






  “   C Baker





  “   P Blaine






  “   D Jaeger






  “   C Osborne





  “   M Pettitt





  “   D Sharman





  “   G White

1.  Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Gale, Gurney, Frood, Scott, Smith and Mrs S Sutton.
2.  Declarations of Interests from Members (P89/05)
(a) Prejudicial interests
There were none.

(b)  Personal interests
There were none.

3.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council (P90/05)
(See List Attached)
RESOLVED:  That a District Member be requested to “Call In” Application 06/000124/FULL (21 High Road, Beeston) in order that a Committee decision can be made on this particular Application and a site visit undertaken.

4.  Minutes (P91/05)
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 9th January 2006 which had been previously circulated were signed.
5.  Planning or Enforcement Appeals – Notifications from Mid Bedfordshire District Council (P92/05)
There were none.

6.  Planning or Enforcement Appeals – Decisions
 (P93/05)
There were none.


7.  Verbal report from any local member who attended Development Control Committee on any matters affecting Sandy (P94/05)


Cllr Aldis reported that Application No 05/01951/FULL for the erection of a two bedroomed bungalow at 33 Northcroft had been approved. 

The Application for demolition of Magnolia House was being investigated by the Conservation Team and would probably not be considered until March.

The Application No 05/01991/FULL in respect of an extension to The Lodge, Mill Lane, Sandy was being recommended for refusal on access and parking grounds.

8.  Sandy Town Bowls Club Lease (Minute No: P109/04) (Dated 4.4.05) (P95/05)

Cllr Aldis as Chairman of the Working Group referred to the Minutes of the Meeting with the Club which had taken place on Monday 18th January 2006.  These had been circulated with the Agenda.
The meeting had been a very difficult one and the Officers of the Club appeared unwilling to compromise in any way or to understand why the Council had to attempt to gain “Best Value” for the whole town from any new Lease.  What was detailed in the Minutes of the Meeting appeared to the Working Group to represent the final deal that may be possible.  If these terms were not acceptable to Council there appeared to be no other way forward.

Cllr Aldis then answered questions from Members regarding the proposed terms of a new Lease.

After a full debate the original terms in the Minutes were amended slightly and it was
RESOLVED:  That Sandy Town Bowls Club be offered a new Lease for the use of the Bowling Green adjacent to Sandy Village Hall on the following primary terms:
(a)  A new Lease for 20 years from 1st March 2006 with a review clause to permit a full review at 5 years.

(b)  The rent to be £300.00 per annum with effect from 1st March 2006 with an inflationary increase at 1st March each year.  The annual rent to be rounded to the nearest £1.00.

(c)  Inflation to be the Government issued inflation figure for the previous September each year.

(d)  The Sandy Town Council limit for liability for meeting machinery maintenance costs be set at £1,950.00 for the first three years increased by the September inflation figure for each subsequent year.

(e)  That Sandy Town Council accepts that the current machinery will be maintained by the Council up to the above limits and will continue to provide machinery necessary to maintain the Green subject to: 

(i)  it reserves the right to have an independent assessment/survey of equipment being undertaken before any new or replacement items are considered.

8.  Sandy Town Bowls Club Lease (Minute No: P109/04) (Dated 4.4.05) (P95/05) (Contd)

(ii) it expects all major items of equipment will in future be shared by clubs and not reserved for the sole use of one party.

(f)  That Sandy Town Council sets the maximum sum available for consumables etc at £2,400.00 for the first three years and to be increased only by the September inflation figure for each subsequent year.

(g)  That Sandy Town Council agrees that the Council will cut back the conifers to a height of 10 feet and that the Club will be responsible for all future maintenance of these thereafter.

(h)  That each party will bear its own legal costs in connection with the preparation of this new Lease.

ALSO RESOLVED:  That subject to the Club agreeing to the proposed terms now detailed above by 1st March 2006 the work of preparing a new Lease be put in the hands of solicitors.
9.  Town Centre Enhancement (P96/05)

The Clerk reported that he was aware that some members of the Partnership disputed the accuracy of the Minutes in particular the role of the Town Council as detailed in Paragraph 4 on Page 1.
Cllr Blaine as Chairman of the Partnership said that he felt that the Minutes were accurate if somewhat poorly worded.  The Town Council may be invited to discuss the issue of the bus shelter once estimates have been obtained by MBDC and a siting proposal was available.  At this point in time none of this information had been made available. A further meeting of the Partnership would be required and he was urging that this happen in order to discuss all of the outstanding issues as well as those that come under the twelve month maintenance agreement.

A member reported that he had been asked by a local retailer about recompense for loss of trade during the work.  The Chairman of the Partnership replied that this matter could have been raised at any meeting by the Chamber of Trade on behalf of its members but it had not.

RESOLVED:  That the Minutes be noted.

10.  Environment and Leisure Focus Group – Green Space Management Initiative, Bedford Road Recreation Ground (Minute No: P94/04) (Dated 14.2.06)
 (P97/05)
Cllr Aldis as Chairman of the ELF Group said that Bedfordshire County Council had now agreed to provide the shrubs and bushes required in connection with this project.  He was awaiting information regarding their collection. 
The ELF Group was due to meet again on 16th February to consider the planting of this area and a couple of other possible projects.

The report was noted.

11.  Public Conveniences in Sandy (Minute No P78/05) (Dated 9.1.06) (P98/05)

The reply from Chief Executive of Mid Bedfordshire District Council was received and considered.
The Clerk said that the final sentence in Paragraph 4 of Page 2 of the letter, relating to “first years running costs” actually meant “Year 1 only”.

There was no suggestion at present that any further sums would be made available after Year 1.

RESOLVED:  That the reply received be noted.

12.  Bus Shelter Outside No: 102 St Neots Road, Sandy (P99/05)
The Clerk’s Report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

The Clerk reported that in addition to the one letter that had already been considered a second letter had been received that morning.  Both supported the moving of the shelter and suggested its location on the opposite side of St Neots Road.

Members noted the reason for the placement of the shelter in its current location and that it had publicly been requested by parishioners.

After a full debate it was:

RESOLVED:  That in the light of the circumstances of the placement of this shelter originally and the potential difficulty of finding another suitable location that would not generate new complaints, no further action be taken in respect of this matter.

13.  Press Release (P100/05)
RESOLVED:  That no Press Release is considered necessary.
 SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	26.1.06

5/06


	06/00086/FULL

Mr G Barham

10 Balmoral Close

Sandy

SG19 1TL
	Full application for the erection of a single storey front extension to 10 Balmoral Close, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 11 and 12 Balmoral Close, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:  No Objections
	P P & O S

6.2.06

8.2.06
	

	1.2.06

6/06


	06/00124/FULL

Mr M McGuinness

Miniver

4 Bloquier Apt 2 Costa Sol

Costa del Silencio Rona

38360 Tenerife

Canary Islands
	Full application for the erection of 6 no 3 bed terraced dwellings on land adjacent to 21 High Road, Beeston, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours Cobblers Cottage, 2, 2a & 2b The Baulk, 19 & 21 High Road, Beeston notified.

	RESOLVED:  Object

(a)  Overdevelopment of the available site.

(b)  Noise from the adjacent A1 Trunk Road.

(c)  Inadequate access and on site parking arrangements.
	P P & O S

6.2.06

8.2.06
	

	1.2.06

7/06


	06/00123/FULL

Mr & Mrs A Paine

52 Western Way

Sandy

SG19 1DU
	Full application for the erection of a conservatory to the rear of 52 Western Way, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 50 and 54 Western Way, Sandy notified.
	RESOLVED:  No Objections
	P P  & O S

6.2.06

8.2.06
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