SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Sandy Town Council held in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds on Monday 30th July 2007 at 7.30pm.

PRESENT






Cllr  C Osborne (Mayor)






   "   N Aldis






   "   P Blaine






   "   D Broughton





   "   D Gale






   "   P Jones





   "   N O’Leary





   "   M Pettitt





   "   D Sharman





   "   P Sharman





   "   Mrs S Sutton





   "   G White






Together with County Cllr J Scott and Police Constable Steve Holbrook
1.  Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs Bartlett, Scott and Smith.
2.  Statutory declarations of interests from members (48/07)

(a)  Prejudicial Interests

There were none.
(b)  Personal Interests 
Cllr Gale

Item 9 (4) – Cricket Practice facility    Member is Life Member of 









         Sandy Cricket Club
Cllr Pettitt

Item 9 (4) – Cricket Practice facility    Member is Vice President
of Sandy Cricket Club

Cllr Blaine  
 
Item 9 (4) – Cricket Practice facility    Member is Governor of 









         Sandy Upper School & 








         Member of JMC

Cllr Blaine   

Planning Application:07/01176/CAC    Member is a Governor of 









         Laburnum Lower School

Cllr Mrs Sutton 
 Item 9 (4) – Cricket Practice facility   Member is Member of JMC

Cllr Mrs Sutton  
Planning Application:07/01260/FULL   Member owns the right of









         way on the adjoining 









         driveway.

Cllr Mrs Sutton 
Item 7(10) SEG recommendation        Member is Chairman of
         SEG

Cllr Aldis    

Item 7(10) SEG recommendation        Member is Vice Chairman
         of SEG

Cllr D Sharman 
Item 7(10) SEG recommendation        Member is on SEG 









         Committee
3. Sandy Beat Manager to give update on policing in Sandy
(49/07)
PC Steve Holbrook was substituting for PC Prutton.  He circulated a range of statistics on the types and numbers of crimes committed in Sandy in June and July 2007.  He then explained the statistics highlighting the good detection rates for violent crimes.
Members again expressed concern at the number of incidents which had been taking place at the Bedford Road Recreation Ground/Albion Court area, many of which appeared to be fuelled by underage drinking.  It was also reported that similar activities had been witnessed at the Beeston Green Play Area.  PC Holbrook said that if people witnessed these activities they should contact the police as it helped to build a log of incidents for the local officers to use as evidence.
It was noted that crimes committed at the railway station were not recorded because this was under the jurisdiction of the Transport Police.
A Member asked for follow-up information on the recent clean-up day at Winchester Road.  PC Holbrook said that he would ask PC Prutton to provide this.

4.  Oral questions from electors (50/07)

There were none.
5. Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council (51/07)

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)

6.  Mayoral Communications (52/07)
The Mayor reported that Cllr Gale had received a letter of thanks from the former Clerk, Mr Stewart.  This had been circulated to all Members.  He also highlighted the date of the Sandy Ten Event in 2008.
26.6.07 Retirement Dinner held at Gaffney’s to mark the


retirement after 23 years of Trevor Stewart as


Town Clerk.  A number of Councillors, former


Councillors and partners were present.


28.6.07
Supported by the Mayoress attended the Chairman


of South Beds District Council’s Reception at the


Grove Theatre, Dunstable.  Cllr and Mrs Gale also


attended.

3.7.07
Attended the annual Bedfordshire Games at the 

Bedford Athletic Track in Barkers Lane.  Unfortunately heavy rain brought the games to an earlier end.

6.  Mayoral Communications (52/07) (Contd)

6.7.07 With the Mayoress attended the Mayor of 


Kempston’s Civic Reception at the Centenary Hall,


Kempston.

7.7.07 Together with the Mayoress, opened Maple Tree 

Lower School’s Fun Day and Fete.

8.7.07 Supported by the Mayoress, attended the 

Bedfordshire County Fair at Shuttleworth.

10.7.07 With the Mayoress, hosted the “Spend an Evening 


at Sandy” event in the Town Council Offices.  A 


number of Councillors and partners also attended.

15.7.07 Attended with the Mayoress, the Bedford Regatta 

And tea with the Mayor of Bedford.

28.7.07 Supported by the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of

Dunstable’s fundraising BBQ.

· Councillor and Mrs Gale also attended, on my behalf, the Mayor of Huntingdon’s Civic Service on 24th June 2007.

DEPUTY MAYOR
15.7.07 Attended St Neots Annual Civic Church Service and


Parade.

25.7.07
Attended Bedfordshire and Luton Fire and Rescue

Service Awards and presentation evening, Kempston.
7.  Minutes and Reports (53/07)


(a)  Meeting of Town Council  held on Monday 18th June 2007  
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes, which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and signed as a correct record.

(b)  Meeting of Staffing Committee held on Monday 25th June 2007

RESOLVED: (i) That the Minutes, including Exempt Minutes, Minute nos S10/07 and S11/07 which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted.

(ii) That Exempt Minutes, Minute nos S10/07 and S11/07 remain as exempt items.  

7.  Minutes and Reports (53/07) (Cont)

RECOMMENDATIONS:  
4.  Maintenance of Bank’s Drive play area 

RESOLVED:   That the play area at Bank’s Drive be adopted by the Town Council in return for the offered commuted sum of £65,567.76, taking over the responsibility for the maintenance of the play area. 
6.  Review of DSO work 2007/08 

RESOLVED: (a) That an additional £3,500 be made available for the employment of temporary staff when necessary for the rest of the year.

(b) That this sum be taken from the commuted sum offered for the adoption of the Bank’s Drive Play Area.

8. Office Arrangements until appointment of Deputy Clerk (S10/07)

SEE PART II EXEMPT/CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES –

MINUTE NO 53/07
(c) Meeting of Audit Committee held on Monday 2nd July 2007
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted.

RECOMMENDATIONS:  

10. Review of Internal Audit Procedures
RESOLVED:  That Town Council conducts a review of its Internal Audit procedures to be completed by 31st March 2008.
(d) Meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 2nd July 2007

RESOLVED:  That the Minutes which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted with the following amendment:

That minute number F24 on page 2 be changed to F25.

RECOMMENDATIONS:  

6. New Model Code of Conduct






RESOLVED: (a)  That Sandy Town Council adopt the new Model Code of Conduct for Parish and Town Councils with immediate effect.

(b)  That Sandy Town Council also adopts paragraph 12(2) as part of the new Model Code of Conduct. 
13. Financial Regulations of Council


RESOLVED:  That the petty cash float detailed under regulation 33(a) be increased to the sum of £250.

14. Purchase of laser printer for office

RESOLVED: (a)  That the purchase of a laser printer -  HP4005n for the office at the cost of £471.17 be approved.

(b)  That the purchase amount be taken from the Contingency fund.

(e) Meeting of Planning Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 16th July 2007.

RESOLVED:  (i)  That the Minutes, including Exempt Minutes, Minute nos P25/07 and P26/07 which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted.

(ii) That Exempt Minutes, Minute nos P25/07 and P26/07 remain as exempt items.  

RECOMMENDATIONS:

8.  Playing Field Maintenance Equipment

RESOLVED: That subject to confirmation that there is sufficient space in the storage building at Stratford Road the John Deere 4320, 4 wheel drive tractor and the Rotamec 3.6m triple deck finishing mower with hydraulic folding be purchased from the Capital Account at a cost of £29,400.00

10.  Sandy Enhancement Group

RESOLVED: That Sandy Town Council match Sandy Enhancement Groups’ contribution of £80.00 towards this project from the Contingency Account.

8.  Reports from Representatives (54/07)

(a) Cllr Pettitt reported on the forthcoming 25th Anniversary visit of Sandy’s twin town, Malaunay in November.  He said that the Mayor and three Councillors would be visiting the town and asked if any Members would be willing and able to accommodate them.  The Twinning Association was attempting to involve as many of its original members as possible in the visit.

(b) Cllr Gale reported on the Twinning Association’s recent visit to Poland.  He said that they were treated very hospitably and that there was to be a reciprocal visit next year.  It was suggested that the Twinning Association might explore making the link with Skarszewy a formal twinning one.

8.  Reports from Representatives (54/07) (Contd)
(c) Cllr Sutton reported that the Sandy Enhancement Group had been awarded first prize in the Community Garden section of the Frost’s competition.  She also reported that the formal licence agreement for the station triangle was nearing completion.

(d) Cllr Pettitt and Cllr Aldis reported on the Community Safety Conference they had attended on the Town Council’s behalf.  It appeared that the recently proposed Community Safety Fora would have a strategic role while the existing Community Safety Groups would take a more active role in the town. Two trial Fora have been established in Mid Beds, although Sandy is not involved in these. 
(e) County Cllr Scott was asked about the implications of the recent decision on Unitary status for Bedford Borough Council for Sandy.  He said that any financial commitment of the County Council for the forthcoming year would be honoured.  Cllr Aldis said that he had made representations that any tasks in hand should be completed by the County Council.  It was not yet known, however, if the County Council would be subject to spending constraints in the interim period before the new Unitary authorities were in place.
9.  Clerk’s Report (55/07)
The Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

1.  Accounts 01.04.07 to 30.06.07 

RESOLVED: That the lists of receipts and payments for June 2007 which had been on display prior to the meeting were received and approved.
2.  Quarterly Accounts 01.04.07 to 30.06.07
RESOLVED: That the quarterly accounts to 30th June 2007 be received.
3.  Action for Market Towns Convention 2007
It was suggested that an officer might represent the Council at this event rather than a Member.  However, although the Clerk was willing to go it was felt that the programme was of insufficient value to the town to warrant attendance on this occasion.

RESOLVED: That no representative of Sandy Town Council should attend the Action for Market Towns Convention in 2007.
9.  Clerk’s Report (55/07) (Contd)

4. Request for contribution to replacement of Cricket Practice Facility for Sandy Cricket Club
There was a prolonged discussion on the proposal to charge users other than Sandy Cricket Club for use of the facility.  It was felt that this might deprive other residents of the town from using it.  It was pointed out that the Town Council’s representation on the Joint Management Committee meant that it had input into possible charges for use.
RESOLVED: (a) That the Town Council’s contribution to the new cricket practice facility at Sandy Upper School be increased to £9088.00. 
(b) That this is funded from the Capital Account.

(c) That the Town Council enter into a dialogue with Sandy Upper School and Stevenage Leisure with regard to fees for the usage of the facility.
5.  Vacancies on Working Groups etc
Working Groups:

(a)  Sunderland Road Pavilion/Secure Storage Working Group.
RESOLVED:  That Cllr Patrick Obi Jones be appointed to the Sunderland Road Pavilion/Secure Storage Working Group.
(b)  Communications Working Group

RESOLVED: That Cllr Paul John Sharman be appointed to the Communications Working Group.

(c)  Sandye Place Swimming Scheme Working Group

RESOLVED:  That Cllr Michael Richard Bartlett be appointed to the Sandye Place Swimming Scheme Working Group.

Representatives on Outside Bodies

(a)  Bedfordshire Town Council’s Group

RESOLVED:  That Cllr David Hector Gale be appointed as substitute to the Town Council’s representatives on the Bedfordshire Town Council’s Group.

(b)  Biggleswade & District Crime Prevention Panel

RESOLVED: That no representative be appointed to the Biggleswade & District Crime Prevention Panel at the present time.
9.  Clerk’s Report (55/07) (Contd)

6.  Application for Premises Licence
RESOLVED: That Sandy Town Council should object to the application for a premises licence to sell alcohol at the petrol station located at the A1 Sandy roundabout on the following grounds:
That there are a sufficient number of licensed premises in Sandy to make it unnecessary to grant a licence to premises on a major road bisecting the town.  It is likely to affect public safety with residents attempting to cross the A1 on foot to purchase alcohol.  The site is vulnerable to crime, with its close proximity to the A1 making escape relatively simple.  The town has problems at the moment with underage drinking and public nuisance and so the Council also opposes the licence on the grounds of protecting children from harm and reducing the possibility of drunken behaviour causing public nuisance.
10. Oral Questions from Electors (56/07)
There were none.

11. Press Release (57/07)

RESOLVED: That no press release is considered necessary.
Resolved:  That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by virtue of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted Section (1) of the Exempt Information, Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, it may contain “Information relating to a particular employee, former employee or applicant to become an employee, or a particular office holder, former office holder or applicant to become an office holder under the authority”, the press and public be requested to retire from the meeting.  

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	23.7.07

71/07


	07/01221/FULL

Lloyds Pharmacy

Sapphire Court

Walsgrave Triangle

Coventry

CV2 2TX
	Full application for the installation of two no air conditioning units to the side of building at 5 Market Square, Sandy, Beds.
Near neighbours 7 Market Square, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:  No objections
	Town Council

30.7.07

31.7.07
	

	24.7.07

72/07


	07/01235/TD

Arqiva

Crawley Court

Winchester

Hampshire

SO21 2QA
	Telecommunications Determination application for installation of equipment cabin at Sandy Heath Transmitter, Deepdale, Potton SG19 2NH
	RESOLVED:  No objections
	Town Council

30.7.07

31.7.07
	

	24.7.07

73/07


	07/01237/FULL

Mr & Mrs R Cocking

10 The Knolls

Beeston

Sandy

Beds

SG19 1PL
	Full application for the erection of a conservatory to the rear of 10 The Knolls, Beeston, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 9 and 11 The Knolls, Beeston notified
	RESOLVED:  No objections
	Town Council

30.7.07

31.7.07
	

	24.7.07

74/07


	07/01105/FULL

Ms C Jackman

3 Falcon Close

Sandy

Beds

SG19 2TA
	Full application for the erection of a single storey rear extension at 3 Falcon Close, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 1 and 5 Falcon Close and 3 The Harriers, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:  No objections
	Town Council

30.7.07

31.7.07
	

	24.7.07

75/07
	07/01248/FULL

Mr M Usher

140 London Road

Sandy

Beds

SG19 1DN
	Full application for the erection of 4 no 1 bed flats following demolition of existing dwelling at 140-142 London Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 138 London Road, Sandy notified


	RESOLVED:  No objections
	Town Council

30.7.07

31.7.07
	

	24.7.07

76/07
	07/01176/CAC

Mrs Pibworth

Laburnum Lower School

Laburnum Road

Sandy

SG19 1HQ
	Conservation Area Consent application for the demolition of the old canteen building at Laburnum Lower School, Laburnum Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 20 Laburnum Road, Sandy notified


	RESOLVED:  No objections
	Town Council

30.7.07

31.7.07
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	24.7.07

77/07
	07/01260/FULL

Banks Mills Ltd

29 St Neots Road

Sandy

SG19 1LD


	Full application for the change of use to revert to separate dwellings following previous conversion to form employees accommodation at land at 39 and 41 St Neots Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 37 and 43 St Neots Road, Sandy notified


	RESOLVED:  Object

There is no provision for off-road parking on what is a hazardous section of a busy main road.
	Town Council

30.7.07

31.7.07
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