SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 25th February 2008

in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

PRESENT

Cllrs C Osborne (Mayor), N Aldis, M Bartlett, P Blaine, D Gale, M Pettitt, M Scott, D Sharman, P Sharman, R Smith, Mrs S Sutton, G White and the Deputy Clerk.
Also present were County Cllr J Scott, District Cllrs M Butler & J Gurney, one member of the Press, PC L Prutton & S Andrews (Team Leader, Development Plans Team, Mid Beds District Council). 
1.  Apologies 









(107/07)

Apologies were accepted from Cllrs D Broughton, P Jones and the Clerk.

 
 Cllr N O’Leary was not present 
2.  To receive statutory declarations of interests from members (108/07)

(a) Prejudicial Interests

Cllr Aldis item 8e as he is coming to the meeting with a pre-conceived view.

Cllr Blaine item 8e as he is coming to the meeting with a pre-conceived view.

Cllr Gale, (Planning application 08/00191/Full) as he is a former employee of the applicant and a shareholder. 

     (b)
Personal Interests 
Cllr Blaine (Planning application 08/00230/Full) as he knows the applicant. 

Cllr Gale (Planning application 08/00230/Full) as he is a friend of the applicant.

Cllr Mrs Sutton item 3 as her company may be interested in developing the sites under review in Sandy.

Cllr Gale, (Planning application 08/00191/Full) as he is a former employee of the applicant and a shareholder. 

3. Simon Andrews Team Leader, Development Plans Team, Mid Beds District Council. 








(109/07)

Mr Andrews went through the various parts of the Local Development Framework system. This consultation on the Site Allocations Development Plan Document is another part of the process. There would be an opportunity for members of the public to view the list and comment on line, as well as an exhibition that is to be held in the Council Chamber on 8th March 2008. All comments must be received by 4th April 2008. These would be analysed and further consultations would take place in the Autumn of 2008, he stressed that not all the sites mentioned would be used.

Various questions were put to Mr Andrews before it was:

Resolved: That all members be urged to consider the document, attend the exhibition, and view the web site where they could make individual comments. This matter will then be discussed at the Planning Parks & Open Spaces meeting on the 17th March 2008.
Mr Andrews was thanked for his attendance and he then left the meeting.

4. Sandy Beat Manager to give update on policing in Sandy 
(110/07)

PC Prutton presented the latest crime figures, which showed a reduction for February. He was asked to comment on letters received from Mid Beds District Council Licensing Department and Beds County Council Trading Standards regarding the sale of age restricted goods to underage persons. He added that these are not police matters, although they sometimes help. 

Further questions were asked before PC Prutton was thanked for his attendance, and he left the meeting.

Cllr Blaine was asked to follow up the letter from BedsCC trading standards officer, and ask for a meeting with the Council to discuss next steps.
5. Oral questions from electors 






(111/07)



There were no members of the public present.

6. Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council













  
(112/07)
Having previously declared a prejudicial interest Cllr Gale left the Council Chamber whilst planning application 08/00191/Full was discussed.

(See list attached)
A letter from a near neighbour concerning application 08/00230/Full was read out by the Deputy Clerk. 
7.  Mayoral Communications  






(113/07)  
26.1.08 Attended, with the Mayoress, the Mayor of


Godmanchester’s Charity Concert Evening at St Mary’s


Church.

30.1.08 Accompanied by the Mayoress, met with the Reverend


Derwyn Williams to start planning for Sandy’s Civic


Service.

2.2.08 Hosted, with Cllr Gale, the February Town Council’s 


Surgery.

3.2.08 With the Mayoress, attended the Western Sector ATC


Sunday Parade and Church Service in St Swithun’s


Church.

5.2.08 Attended, with the Mayoress, the annual Pancake Day 


Races at St Swithun’s School and presented the winners’ 


prizes.

8.2.08 Supported by the Mayoress, attended the Chairman of


South Bedfordshire District Council’s Charity Ball at the


Riverside Suite, Luton.  Cllr and Mrs Gale also attended.

15.2.08 With the Mayoress, attended the Chairman of Mid Bedfordshire District Council’s Civic Reception at Priory House.

15.2.08 Supported by the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of 


Ampthill’s Charity Cabaret Evening at the Parkside Hall.

17.2.08  Attended with the Mayoress, the Mayor of FLitwick’s Charity   Chinese Evening at the Felicity Restaurant in Flitwick.

20.2.08    Attended with the Mayoress, the Mayor of Houghton Regis’   Charity Chinese Evening at the Dragon City Restaurant in Dunstable.


22.2.08 Attended with the Mayoress, the Chairman of


Huntingdonshire District Council’s Civic Charity Ball at 


the St Ives Leisure Centre in St Ives.  Cllr and Mrs Gale 


also attended.
8.  Minutes and Reports 







(114/07)
To approve/adopt the Minutes of:-

(a) Meeting of Town Council held on Monday 14th January 2008.
County Cllr Scott asked for his name to be added as having given his apologies.

  Resolved: That the Minutes, as amended, which had been previously circulated, be received and adopted.

(b) Meeting of Town Council held on Monday 21st January 2008.
Resolved: That the Minutes, which had been previously circulated, be received and adopted.
(c) Meeting of Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Monday 28th January 2008.

Resolved: That the Minutes, which had been previously circulated, be received and adopted.
(d)  Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 11th February 2008.  

  Several amendments were made to the minutes, before it was:

Resolved:

(i) That the Minutes, as amended, which had been previously circulated, be received and adopted.

(ii) That the new Cemetery regulations, as amended, are adopted from the 1st April 2008. Copies are sent to funeral directors and advertised in the local press.
(iii) That copies of the new regulations are placed at the Cemetery advising visitors of the changes.
(iv) That the Deputy Clerk and DSO Foreman inspect the Cemetery after 28 days from the posting of these regulations to check for compliance.
(v) The Deputy Clerk to write to all owners of graves not meeting the new regulations, pointing out the new regulations and their non-compliance and giving them 28 days to carry out any necessary action.
(vi) The Deputy Clerk and DSO Foreman to formulate a plan to carry out inspections of memorial stones, and purchase the necessary equipment, approximately £600 (which will come from contingencies in 2008/9 budget).
(vii) To purchase an on-line burials package for £610, (which will come from contingencies in 2008/9 budget).
(viii) That the Council actively considers the options regarding Cemetery expansion and meets with the planning department at MBDC for guidance.
(e)  Meetings of the Market Management Group meetings held on Thursday 31st January and Monday 18th February 2008.
Having previously declared a prejudicial interest Cllr Blaine left the Council Chamber whilst this item was discussed. 

Cllr Aldis addressed the Council as a member of the public before, having previously declared a prejudicial interest, leaving the Council Chamber whilst this item was discussed. 

Before this report was received Cllr Osborne moved that under Standing Order no 43a he and the Deputy Mayor wished to rescind minute number 93/07a. This was agreed.

One alteration to a date on the minutes of the 18th February 2008, were made before it was;


Resolved: 

(i) That the Minutes, which had been previously circulated, be received and adopted.

(ii) That the Council reviews its decision to close the market, and implements the idea of a joint management group with representatives of the Council and the market traders.

(iii) That the Market be sited in the alley way between the Wine Rack and the Queens Head and utilising 9 car parking spaces adjacent to this.

(iv) That the siting of the stalls/lorries should be done in such a way as to signal a clear demarcation between the market area and the parking area.

(v) That the replacement of the existing fixed bollards with retractable ones be investigated.

(vi) That the erection of the Town Council’s stalls, if needed, shall be undertaken by the traders themselves.

(vii) That two bins be provided for rubbish collection and that these should be emptied weekly at a cost of £8.05 per week each.

(viii) That the Town Council should be requested to pursue the issue of a traffic regulation order on the parking spaces outside Lloyds with the County Council.

(ix) That the Market Regulations as proposed should be adopted by Town Council.

(x) That the Market Management Group be expanded to allow for the inclusion of two representatives of the traders.

(xi) That the charge for the market stalls should be set at £1.00 per linear foot with effect from 1st April 2008 and that this should be subject to review in January each year with changes to be effected from 1st April of each year.

9. Reports from Representatives 





(115/07)
Cllr Aldis reported on the recent meeting regarding the ‘mushroom project’ now known as EAR (Engayne Avenue Review). There had been a very successful open day in the Village Hall, and further consultations were taking place, together with the production of a newsletter.
10.  Clerk’s Report 








(116/07)
The Clerk’s Report which had been previously circulated was received.

1.  Accounts 01.04.07 to 31.01.08 
Resolved: That the lists of receipts and payments for January 2008, which had been on display prior to the meeting, be received and approved.

2. Grant Application
An application has been received from Girlguiding, Sandy District for up to £500 assistance with costs towards a group trip to Switzerland.  

Resolved:

That under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 a grant of £500 be made to the 1ST Sandy Guides with the monies being allocated from the Forum Account.  

3. Freedom of Information Act Complaints

This report was duly noted.
4. Request for use of Chamber

A request for a reduction in the letting charge for the Chamber had been received from HAPAS. 

After further discussion it was
Resolved:

a) That the Clerk informs HAPAS that there is no reduction charge for charities.
b)  That the Clerk investigates the costs of purchasing a protective cover for the Council Chamber table.
5.  External Auditor 

The Council were informed that the Audit Commission has appointed BDO Stoy Hayward LLP as the Council’s External Auditor for a five year period commencing with the 2007/08 accounts. This was duly noted.
6. New Application for a Premises Licence

The Council noted that the application received with regard to Gaffney’s restaurant from the new management, was the same as before, so no comment was made. 
7. Parish & Town Council Local Area Agreement Reference Group

Resolved:
The Clerk and Cllr Blaine attend the meeting on the 28th March 2008.

11.  Oral questions from Electors 





(117/07)

There were no members of the public present.

14.  Press Release 








(118/07)

Resolved:
That the Clerk releases a press release regarding the Council’s decision to take over the management of the market.

*12. Clerk’s Six Month Review

See part II Exempt/Confidential Minutes – minute number (119/07)
13.  Bedfordshire Highways 5 year Programme

See part II Exempt/Confidential Minutes – minute number (120/07)
  Resolved: That under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 and Section (1) & Section (6) of the Local Government (Access to Information Act) 1985, and by virtue of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted under Section (1) and Sections (8 & 9) “Information relating to a particular employee, former employee or applicant to become an employee, or a particular office holder, former office holder or applicant to become an office holder under the authority” and “The amount of any expenditure proposed to be incurred by the authority under any particular contract for the acquisition of property or the supply of goods or services” and
 “Any terms proposed or to be proposed by or to the authority in the course of negotiations for a contract for the acquisition or disposal of property of the supply of goods or services” the press and public be requested to retire from the meeting.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	6.2.08

21/08


	08/00072/FULL

Mr J Gathercole

17 Peels Place

SANDY

SG19 1BE
	Full application for the erection of ground and first floor extensions to side and rear of 17 Peels Place, Sandy, Beds.
Near neighbours 16 Peels Place, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:  No objections
	Town Council

25.2.08

26.2.08
	

	8.2.08

22/08


	08/00179/OUT

Kier Property

6 Cavendish Place

LONDON
W1G 9NB
	Outline application for B1, B2 & B3 development with unit, service and car parking areas and new vehicular access/egress junction onto A1 (all matters reserved except layout, scale and access) on land adjoining 67 London Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 67 London Road, Sandy notified


	RESOLVED:  OBJECT

a) Access road is too short in length.

b) Effect on adjoining roads.
	Town Council

25.2.08

26.2.08
	

	11.2.08

23/08


	08/00184/FULL

Manor Concepts Ltd

62 Sunderland Road

SANDY

SG19 1QY
	Full application for the erection of a factory extension with offices and facilities, car and lorry parking area at 62 and land Sunderland Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 1 Stockton End and 2 Darlington Close, Sunderland Road, Sandy notified


	RESOLVED:  No objections
	Town Council

25.2.08

26.2.08
	

	11.2.08

24/08


	07/01904/FULL

Mr C Miah

17 Wyboston Court

Eaton Ford

St Neots

PE19
	Full application for the erection of covered entrance walkway to rear and awnings above front windows at The Akbar Restaurant, 144 London Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 140 London Road, Sandy notified


	RESOLVED:  No objections
	Town Council

25.2.08

26.2.08
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	11.2.08

25/08


	08/00175/FULL

Mr J Pym

Old Park Farm

Everton Road

SANDY

SG19 2DD
	Full application for the installation of a new farm track to Old Park Farm, Everton Road, Sandy, Beds.

	RESOLVED:  No objections
	Town Council

25.2.08

26.2.08
	

	11.2.08

26/08


	08/00191/FULL

Greene King plc

Westgate Brewery

Bury St Edmunds

IP33 1QT
	Full application for the conversion and extension of public house to form 1 no dwelling with double garage and erection of 3 no terraced three bed cottages with parking, landscaping and ancillary works at The Rose & Crown, 14 London Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 10 & 12 London Road and 5 Church Path, Sandy notified

	No comment.
	Town Council

25.2.08

26.2.08
	

	14.2.008

27/08


	08/00217/FULL

Mr & Mrs B Elliott

13 Spring Grove

SANDY

SG19 1EU
	Full application for the erection of a single storey side extension at 13 Spring Grove, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 12 & 14 Spring Grove, Sandy notified


	RESOLVED:  No objections
	Town Council

25.2.08

26.2.08
	

	18.2.08

28/08


	08/00230/FULL

Mr P Housden

10 Brickhill Road

Sandy

SG19 1JH
	Full application for the erection of a garden store in rear garden of 10 Brickhill Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 8 and 11 Brichill Road, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:  OBJECT

a) As per near neighbours letter attached.

b) Loss of amenity, light and of an overbearing nature.
	Town Council

25.2.08

26.2.08
	


9

