Sandy Town Council



Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee 

Minutes of a Meeting held on Monday 19 March 2012 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy at 7.30pm.
Present:  Cllrs N Aldis (Chairman), J Ali, W Jackson, Mrs S Lunn, K Lynch, C Osborne, M Pettitt, Mrs M Runchman, M Scott, D Sharman, Mrs J Smyth and G White.

Also in attendance were 3 members of the public, Mr Robson from Preen and the Deputy Town Clerk.
	1
	Apologies for absence (P84/11-12)      
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs R Smith, Mrs S Stacey, Mrs S Sutton and Central Bedfordshire Cllr Maudlin.


	2
	Declaration of Interests (P85/11-12)
a) Personal
Cllr Osborne declared a personal interest in agenda item 9 as Chairman of Sandy Football Club.

Cllr Pettitt declared a personal interest in agenda item 12 as Vice- President of Sandy Cricket Club.
Cllr White declared a personal interest in agenda item 7 as his cousin lives at the link road.
b) Prejudicial 
Cllr Aldis declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 8 as an allotment holder.

Cllr White declared a prejudicial interest in agenda item 9 as a member of Sandy Carnival Committee.
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	Planning Applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council (P86/11-12)
a) CB/12/00745/FULL Demolition of existing outhouse, construction of ground floor rear extension and replacement of flat roof with pitched roof at first floor at 9 Carter Street, Sandy.
It was resolved: to make no objection to the proposed application.

b) CB/12/00781/REN Renewal of Planning Permission: MB/09/00243/FULL – Demolition of outbuildings and erection of 3 No. two bedroom dwellings with associated external works and fencing and 6 No. parking spaces, dated 03/04/2009 at land to rear of 94 London Road, Sandy, Beds.
A member of the public spoke to the Committee about the planning application.

It was resolved: that the Town Council welcomes the application, though the Town Council shares the concerns from residents who spoke to the Committee are about access, parked vehicles being unable to turn round within the development, vehicles having to reverse into a Carter Street to turn round. There was also great concern about vehicles turning left into Carter Street from the A1 and finding the road impassable.  Could Highways be asked to prohibit left turns from the A1 to Carter Street. 
3 members of the public left the room.
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	Minutes of the Previous Meeting  (P87/11-12)
It was resolved: that the minutes of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on 13 February 2012 be approved as a correct record of proceedings with the following amendments.
Page 5 (P81/12) “As it had been necessary to alter the decision made about the Skate Park and contained within the minutes. A file note is to be added to the minutes explaining”
Page 1 (P71/12) “Cllr Pettitt declared a personal interest in items 9,10 and 11 as he is Vice President of Sandy Colts Football Club.”
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	Verbal report from any local member who attended Development Control Committee on any matters affecting Sandy (P88/11-12)
Cllr Aldis reported that at the last meeting two items within Sandy were discussed The High Street Nursery and 30 Ivel Road and they were both approved. 
Cllr Aldis also reported that at the next meeting the application for a triple garage at Brook End would be discussed.
Beeston Green Street Party (P89/11-12)
Members discussed the request from two residents with regard to holding a street party on Beeston Green on Tuesday 5th June 2012 like the one held last year for the Royal wedding. 

It was resolved: that the Town Council give permission for the street party on Beeston Green on Tuesday 5th June 2012 with the same conditions as last years street party.

A1-A603 Link road at Girtford, Sandy (P90/11-12)
Members discussed the report and the correspondence received from Central Bedfordshire Council with regard to the proposal to introduce a prohibition of waiting on the A1-A603 link road at Girtford, Sandy.

It was resolved: that the Town Council welcomes the proposal to introduce a prohibition of waiting on the A1-A603 link road at Girtford, Sandy as the Town Council originally suggested a prohibition on this section of road.

Cllr Aldis left the room before the next item was discussed.
Stratford Road Allotments (P91/11-12)

As Cllr Aldis was not in the room, Cllr White as vice-Chairman of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee was the Chairman for this item. 

Members discussed the report about extending allotment tenancies for a further year from November 2012 until November 2013. Members could see no need to extend allotment tenancies until later in the year when the Town Council has had a report about allotments and cemetery.
It was resolved: that the Town Council defer a decision on extending allotment tenancies until a full report about allotments and cemetery is taken to a future Town Council meeting.
Cllr Aldis entered the room before the next item was discussed.
Sandy Carnival (P92/11-12)
Cllr Lynch declared a prejudicial interest in this item.

Cllr Lynch and Cllr White left the room before the item was discussed.
Members discussed the request from Sandy Carnival to hold a number of events during carnival week at Bedford Road Recreation Ground. Members were concerned about the Tug O-War with regard to damage to the grass and noise disturbance to near neighbours. 

It was resolved: (i) that the Town Council approve the Children’s Challenge, Mega Conger and Ladder Climb at Bedford Road Recreation Ground with a number of conditions and these are as follows.

1. That the Carnival Committee clear up the litter after the events.

2. That the Carnival Committee lock the public toilets after the events.

3. That the Carnival Committee put out no parking cones on both sides along the entire length of Bedford Road and on both sides along the entire length of Albion Court.
4. That Sandy Colts FC informs the Police about the events and asks if the Police can put out no parking cones.
(ii) that a decision on the Tug O-War is deferred until the Town Council meeting on the 2nd April when more information about the nature of the event is know.
Cllr Lynch and Cllr White entered the room before the next item was discussed.

Press Release (P93/11-12)
It was resolved: to  issue a press release for the Fun Fair, Beeston Green Street Party and the Preen Community Challenge.
Additional Planning Applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council (P94/11-12)
c) CB/12/00796/FULL Proposed sub division of existing Budgens Store and new entrance doors and section of shopfront at Budgens Stores Ltd, Market Square, Sandy, Beds.
It was resolved: that the Town Council do not want to see a net reduction in retail space with the Town Centre. The Town Council does not want to see a reduction in the amount of food on sale. The Town Council has concerns and disappointments about the reduction to the size of the store. The Town Council would not like the reduction to take place until after Tesco’s has arrived.
d) CB/12/00867/FULL Erection of Single Storey Side Extension (revised proposal) at Park House Nursing Home, Mill Lane, Sandy, Beds.
It was resolved: to make no Comment to the proposed application.
e) CB/12/00868/LB Erection of Single Storey Side Extension (revised proposal) at Park House Nursing Home, Mill Lane, Sandy, Beds.

It was resolved: to make no Comment to the proposed application.

f) CB/12/00800/FULL Demolition of existing double garage and bedroom over.  Erection of quadruple garage with annexe accommodation at first floor to contain lounge area & two bedrooms with en-suite bathrooms at 19 Stratford Road, Sandy, Beds.
It was resolved: to make no Objections to the proposed application as it is in keeping with the existing property and location, though the garage and annexe needs to be linked  to the existing house, for use of the people in the existing house only.
Fun Fair (P95/11-12)

Members discussed the request from H Harris Amusements to have a fun fair at Sunderland Road Recreation Ground from Sunday 20th May 2012 (operational days Wednesday 23rd – Saturday 26th May). Members were concerned about noise disturbance to near neighbours if the fun fair was located at Sunderland Road Recreation Ground.
Members then discussed about holding the fun fair at Pinnacle field which was H Harris Amusements second choice if the Town Council could not agree with the request to hold the fun fair on Sunderland Road Recreation Ground. It was discussed that access to the Pinnacle field is very tight for the lorries and caravans. Members also discussed the amount the Town Council should charge and decided the charge for this year be raised from £100 to £110 per operational day.
It was resolved: that the Town Council approve the request for H Harris Amusements to hold a fun fair on the Pinnacle field and charge £110 per operational day and a £500 deposit with a number of conditions and these are as follows. 
1. The Council does not object to water being supplied but it must be sourced by yourselves.
2. The area around the bollards can be levelled off but Council is concerned that this should not materially affect the                           appearance of the dirt track to the field. 
3. Members did not object to a corner of the field being roped off for car parking, unless the ground is very wet and likely to be damaged by vehicles.
4. A deposit of £500 is requested against the likelihood of damage occurring to the field. 

5. That the Fun Fair vacates the site by 12 noon on Monday 28th May 2012.

Preen Community Challenge (P96/11-12)
Paul Robson, Director from Preen informed the Committee about the recently launched Preen Community Challenge. Members discussed the request for the Town Council to have a representative named as contact for the scheme, agree to banners being displayed in appropriate places around the Town and having a stall at the Farmers’ Markets without charge.
It was resolved: (i) that the Town Council agrees to a member of the council being the local representative for the Preen Community Challenge. (ii) that Cllr Aldis is appointed the Town Council’s representative for the Preen Community Challenge. (iii) that the Town Council agree to banners being displayed in appropriate places around the Town. (iv) that Preen are allowed a non-trading stall stall at the Friday Market or Farmers’ Markets without charge.
Town Team (P97/11-12)
Cllr Sharman left the meeting at the start of this item.

Members discussed the request from the Town Team to have a car boot sale on the first Saturday of every month on the same day as the Farmers Market.
Cllr Lynch left the meeting whilst this item was being discussed. 
The Deputy Town Clerk read out a letter from the Town Team with proposals about the car boot sale.

Members had a number of questions about the car boot sale and to be able to approve the car boot sale they will require further information from the Town Team.

It was resolved: (i) that the Town Council supports the Town Team with the car boot sale in principle, though more information on what is proposed is required. (ii) that the Town Council defer a decision on the car boot sale until the Town Council meeting on the 2nd April 2012. (iii) That representatives from the Town Team are invited to the Town Council meeting on the 2nd April to answer questions about the car boot sale.
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