SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 15th May 2006 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

PRESENT







  Cllr P A Blaine (Chairman) 






  “      N Aldis





  “      C Baker




  “      D Gale




  “      J Gurney




  “      D Jaeger






  “      C Osborne

  “      M Pettitt
  “      M Scott
  “      D Sharman

  “      R Smith

 
 




  “      Mrs S Sutton






  “      G White

Together with Chief Superintendent A Frost
of Bedfordshire & Luton Police
1.  Apologies:  for absence were received from Cllr Frood.
2. Statutory Declarations of Interests from Members (F1/06)
(a) Prejudicial Interests
There were none.

(b)  Personal Interests

There were none.
PART “A” – RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL

There were none.

PART “B” – RESOLVED MATTERS


3.  Police Community Support Officers (F2/06)

The Chairman welcomed Chief Superintendent Frost and thanked him for being present.

Mr Frost apologised for the delay in a representative of the Police attending the requested meeting with the Town Council. 
3.  Police Community Support Officers (F2/06) (Contd)

Mr Frost introduced himself and his responsibility for the new “J” Division of Bedfordshire and Luton Police.  All policing divisions were now coterminous with the County and District Council boundaries.

Members would be aware of the national situation in respect of police reorganisation.  No-one was sure what was to happen with the proposals since Mr Clark had left the Home Office.  It was not known what the new Home Secretary’s views were.  Further details were awaited.

A new policing strategy would be instigated whatever the outcome of the review and this was intended to bring local policing closer to the community by setting up partnerships and safer neighbourhood teams.

There were to be seven teams throughout the County, two in the Mid Bedfordshire area.  No extra funding had been provided for additional police officers, however government financing had been provided for the appointment of 199 Police Community Support Officers by April 2008.  75% of the cost would be met by central government but 25% had to be found by local partners.

It was hoped to have 53 officers in post by the end of this year.

Police Community Support Officers should not be seen as a cheap option to a Police Officer.  They had different powers.  For example they had no power of arrest but they did have power of detention.

They also had power to impose fixed penalty tickets for nuisance issues and to confiscate alcohol etc from under age drinkers.

The Local Beat Manager would be directly responsible for the PCSO’s working in their area.  The focus of the work of the PCSO’s will be very much based on the local agenda and in working with Town and Parish Council’s through meetings with local groups.

As far as Sandy is concerned he was very keen to re-open the Police Station in some way and this could be an ideal base for PCSO’s.

Mr Frost answered questions regarding recruitment, the 37 hour contract and deployment.

PCSO’s would only be used in the area that was paying for them and would not be moved to other areas unless in a national emergency.

A one year contract would be required in the first instance but it was hoped that this would be extended.  Mr Frost said that he understood that Sandy Town Council had set aside a sum of £10,000.00 in respect of the appointment of two PCSO’s for Sandy.  If that sum was still available it should cover the appointment of two officers for the rest of 2006/2007 and the situation could be reviewed later in the year.

Mr Frost answered further questions.

RESOLVED:  (a)  That consequent upon Minute No: 78/05 of the Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 5th December 2005, this Committee reaffirms the previous position and now agrees to support the recruitment and employment of two PCSO’s for Sandy for 2006/2007 up to the maximum previously agreed sum.

3.  Police Community Support Officers (F2/06) (Contd)

(b)  That Chief Superintendent Frost be requested to submit draft contract etc for consideration by the Council.

(c)  That Bedfordshire and Luton Police Authority be now requested to put in hand the recruitment of two PCSO’s to be based in Sandy.

4.  Planning Applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council (F3/06)

(See list attached)

5.  Minutes (F4/06)
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 6th March 2006 and as approved/amended and adopted by Full Council Meeting held on Monday 10th April 2006, which had been previously circulated, were signed.

6. Position of Outstanding Authorised/Contracted Works (F5/06)

(1) Capital Expenditure


(a)  Purchase of additional Chain to Mayoral Chain

Work completed April 2006.


RESOLVED:  That the situation be noted and that this Item may now be deleted.


(b) Purchase of Digital Camera

Ordered: 4th May 2006.


RESOLVED:  That the situation be noted and that this Item may now be deleted.


(c) Installation of railings at Bedford Road Recreation Ground.

Work completed 3rd May 2006. Members may have noticed that as the fence approaches the War Memorial the panels are “stepped” at different levels.  This is to accommodate the different levels in the ground, which were measured at 1800mm by the Memorial and 1550mm by the tree.

A Member commented that it appeared that the remains of the previous chain link fence had not been removed.  Could this be done please?
Another Member commented on the dilapidated appearance of the remaining short length of chain link fence.  Could this be repaired as much as possible and an item included in the Draft Annual estimates for 2007/08 for its replacement to match.

RESOLVED:  That the situation be noted and that this Item may now be deleted.

6. Position of Outstanding Authorised/Contracted Works (F5/06) (Contd)

(d) Installation of Palisade fencing, rear of Pavilion, Bedford Road Recreation Ground.
Ordered: 7th March 2006.  The Clerk reported that work was currently in progress.

RESOLVED:  That the situation be noted and that this Item may now be deleted.

(e) Replace Rainbow Tube Slide at Bedford Road Recreation Ground

Ordered: 2nd May 2006.

RESOLVED:  That the situation be noted.

(f) Replace Rainbow Unit Multi-Play Platforms at Sunderland Road Recreation Ground 

Ordered: 2nd May 2006.  The Clerk reported that the work was due for completion on Wednesday 17th May 2006.

RESOLVED:  That the situation be noted and that this Item may now be deleted.

(2) Repairs and Renewals Expenditure

(a) Purchase of 2 No Cut and Strim Hand Mowers
Investigations are still ongoing as to the best type of mower for the work.


The Clerk reported that it was still proving impossible to get a demonstration of the Strim Mowers as it was felt was needed.  Five separate companies had now been contacted but all said they did not demonstrate machinery of such a low value.

RESOLVED:  That one of the type of machine that was required be now purchased and trialled by the DSO Staff.  If the machine is found to be suitable and an improvement, the second machine then be purchased.

(b) Purchase of 2 No Stihl FS350 Strimmers

Ordered: 5th May 2006.

RESOLVED:  That the situation be noted and that this Item may now be deleted.

(3) Revenue Expenditure (Special Items)

(a) Remove redundant fence posts at Skate Park, Sunderland Road


Ordered: 2nd May 2006.

RESOLVED:  That the situation be noted and that this Item may now be deleted.

6. Position of Outstanding Authorised/Contracted Works (F5/06) (Contd)

(b) Hire of Scarifier for Cricket Club

Not yet ordered.  The Clerk reported that this would be done by the Club when they needed it.

RESOLVED:  That the situation be noted and that this Item may now be deleted.

(c) Replacement Reels for Cricket Club Scarifier

3 reels ordered, 30th March 2006.  2 received by 3rd May 2006.  The Clerk reported that the third had now also been received.

RESOLVED:  That the situation be noted and that this Item may now be deleted.


(d) Planting 2 former Rose Beds at Faynes Corner

Work completed April 2006.

RESOLVED:  That the situation be noted and that this Item may now be deleted.


(e) Provide 2 new benches on The Riddy LNR

Work to be undertaken by Ivel and Ouse Countryside Project. Their representative has been notified of the amount of money available to them.


RESOLVED:  That the situation be noted and that this Item may now be deleted.

(f) Special Project Grant to Sandy Enhancement Group
Not yet requested.  The Clerk reported that this funding would be released when the final details of the Project were known.
RESOLVED:  That the situation be noted and that this Item may now be deleted.
7. Lease for Land on which stands the Scout Headquarters, Sunderland Road, Sandy – Sub Letting (F6/06)
The Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.
RESOLVED:  (a)  That permission be granted for Sandy Scout Group to sub-let the Scout Headquarters building to Moggerhanger Pre-School Group Monday to Friday 8.15am to 1.00pm and a Line Dancing Class one afternoon per week from 1.30pm to 3.00pm.

(b)  That both permissions subsist only for the duration of the works on Moggerhanger Village Hall.

8. Parish/Town Councils – Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005  (F7/06)

The Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

The Clerk gave an update on the new Regulations with important information that had been received that morning regarding implementation by Town and Parish Councils and enforcement arrangements.

Chief Superintendent Frost said that PCSO’s were authorised to serve certain of the Fixed Penalty Tickets in the new legislation but others, for example dogs on leads, were not possible as they were not covered by existing legislation.

After a full debate it was:

RESOLVED:  (a)  That Sandy Town Council is of the opinion that the new legislation should be adopted and enforced by the District Council on behalf of Towns and Parishes.

(b)  That Mr G Alderson of Mid Bedfordshire District Council be invited to the next Meeting of the Sandy Community Liaison Forum in order that he can detail to Members any proposals or plans that the District may have to impose and enforce the new legislation.


(c)  That Chief Superintendent Frost be requested to provide further information regarding those elements of the new Act that PCSO’s can be authorised to enforce. 

Chief Superintendent Frost retired from the meeting.

9. Retirement Presentations to Servants of the Community (F8/06)
The Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.


RESOLVED:  (a)  That Sandy Town Council would not wish to instigate a formal presentation procedure in respect of such matters.
(b)  That no criterion is therefore necessary.

(c)  That no financing is therefore necessary.

ALSO RESOLVED:  That a letter of thanks and congratulations be sent by Sandy Town Council to the retained fire officer of Sandy Fire Station who is shortly due to retire.

10. Press Release (F9/06)
RESOLVED:  That no Press Release is considered necessary.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	4.5.06

36/06


	06/00709/FULL

Mr & Mrs King

11 Cottage Road

SANDY

SG19 1DE
	Full application for the erection of a first floor side extension at 11 Cottage Road, Sandy, Beds.
Near neighbours 9 and 13 Cottage Road , Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:  No Objections
	F & G P

15.5.06

17.5.06
	

	4.5.06

37/06


	06/00490/FULL

Mr B Heads

3 Grange Gardens

Beeston Green

Sandy

SG19 1PQ
	Full application for the erection of a single storey front extension, new porch, alterations to garage including raising roof to form utility room and games room, extension of driveway for vehicle parking at 3 Grange Gardens, Beeston Green, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 2 Grange Gardens, The Grange, The Green, Beeston Green, Sandy notified


	RESOLVED:  No Objections
	F & G P

15.5.06

17.5.06
	

	8.5.06

38/06


	06/00684/FULL

Mr J Miller

3a Market Square

SANDY

SG19 1HT
	Full application for the change of use of first floor from office to part residential, part commercial at 3a Market Square, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours Sue Ryder Shop, Market Square, Sandy notified


	RESOLVED:  No Objections
	F & G P

15.5.06

17.5.06
	

	8.5.06

39/06


	06/00653/FULL

Mr K Smith

The Lodge

Mill Lane

Sandy

Beds
	Full application for the change of use to bed and breakfast (C1 use).  Part two storey, part single rear extension and bay window to side elevation at The Lodge, Mill Lane, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 22a and Chestnut House, Mill Lane and 6 and 7 Coopers Close, Sandy notified


	RESOLVED:  No Objections
	F & G P

15.5.06

17.5.06
	


8
7

