SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 11th October 2010 in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 p.m.
PRESENT

Cllrs M P Scott, (Vice-Chairman in the Chair), N Aldis, M Bartlett, P Blaine, D Broughton, P Jones, C Osborne, M Pettitt, D Sharman,  R Smith, Mrs S Sutton, J Welbourn, G White  

Together with Central Bedfordshire Councillor T Turner, Mr A Clothier, Mr Pioter Bogusiewicz (Central Bedfordshire Highways Officers) and nine members of the public.

1.  Apologies: For absence were received from Cllrs Gale, P Sharman and Central Bedfordshire Councillor C Maudlin.

2.  Statutory declarations of interest from members   
(F46/10)

(a) Prejudicial Interests

Cllr Sutton – Planning Application CB/10/03384/FULL as she has a commercial relationship with the applicant.
(b) Personal interests
Cllr Blaine – Item 13, Goldfinch Drive, as a Board Member of Aragon Housing.
Cllr Osborne – Item 16, Minutes of the Market Management Sub-Committee as he mans a charity stall in one of the areas mentioned.

Cllr Pettitt – Item 11, Minutes of the Open Spaces Sub-Committee as a Vice President of the Cricket Club.

3. St Neots Road Traffic Calming Measures  (F47/10)

Mr Pioter Bogusiewicz and Mr Adrian Clothier from Central Bedfordshire Council attended the meeting to speak about the traffic calming measures proposed for St Neots Road.

Four members of the public spoke about the impact the scheme was likely to have.  Objections included:

· The siting of a zebra crossing south of Engayne Avenue, causing problems for nearby residents in regard to loss of parking and places to receive deliveries.

· Possible damage to properties from vibration.

· Possible hindrance to the passage of emergency vehicles.

· Lack of proper consultation.
· Possible damage to tyres from the speed humps.

It was generally felt that the scheme was excessive and that efforts should be concentrated at the entrance to St Neots Road from the A1.

Mr Clothier said that there was no evidence to suggest that vibration would damage houses.  He said that the crossing would eliminate seven parking spaces.  Mr Bogusiewicz said that the value of housing was not likely to be affected because the scheme would improve safety and security and the number of HGVs using the route was likely to reduce and so improve the level of noise, vibration and pollution in the road. He also said that the humps would not contain metal and therefore would not pose problems for tyres.  They had taken into account possible problems with drainage associated with the humps and tables.
Central Bedfordshire Councillor Turner said that she would ensure that Town Council was given sufficient time to respond before the scheme was implemented.

Resolved: That the scheme be discussed again at Town Council meeting on 25th October 2010, so that an informed response may be sent to Central Bedfordshire Council.

4. Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council (F48/10)

Resolved: That the following comments be sent to the planning department at Central Bedfordshire Council:

Cllr Mrs Sutton, having previously declared a Prejudicial Interest left the meeting before consideration of this application.

CB/10/03384 – Full application for erection of detached bungalow with on site parking spaces on land to rear of 43 West Road, Sandy.
Object: The provision of 1 parking space each for 43 West Road and the new property is insufficient.
CB/10/03178 – Full application for the removal of old metal railings and erect 1.8m high close boarded fencing with double leaf mortised ledged and braced decorative timber gates to front and right hand neighbours boundary at Old School House, St Neots Road, Sandy.

Object: The new fence would be out of keeping in the conservation area and detrimental to the street scene.

CB/10/03597 – Advertisement consent 2 x 48 sheet advertisement displays at Tempsford Service Station South Bound, Tempsford Road, Sandy Town Council

Object: The display would be out of keeping in the area and detrimental to open countryside.  It would be a distraction to drivers on the A1.
5. Minutes








(F49/10)

The Minutes of the Meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 23rd August 2010 and as approved, amended and adopted by Council Meeting on Monday 13th September 2010, were signed.

6. Position of outstanding authorised contracted works
 (F50/10)

(a) Special items from the Revenue Account
Churchyard

Tree work


    £3000.00
Scheduled to take place in November, apart from 2 trees which have been felled because they were dangerous.

Resolved: That this item be noted.
Gate Pier repair

    £1500.00

The brickwork has been completed but the gates are still to be re-hung.


Resolved: That this item be noted.
Playing Fields

Yara Complex Fertiliser



£1,600.00
The autumn application will be undertaken in November.

Resolved: That this item be noted.
(b) Capital Account
Sunderland Road Recreation Ground

Jenkins Pavilion Heating Controller
   £2,050.00
This item has not been completed – the contractors did not attend on the promised date.

Resolved: That this item be noted.
 (c)Interest on Capital Account

Benches

3 x Replacement benches

  £1350.00


Two have been installed with one still to be ordered.

Resolved: That this item be noted.
7. 2011/2012 Calendar                             (F51/10)

The Calendar, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  
Resolved: That the July 2011 meeting of Staffing Committee should be moved to the 11th and that of Planning, Parks and Open Spaces to 18th July.  Otherwise the Calendar should be approved.
Calendar of Meetings 2011/2012


2011

Mon
18.04.11

Annual Parish Meeting
Fri
22.04.11

Good Friday

Mon
25.04.11

Easter Monday

Mon
02.05.11

Bank Holiday

Mon
16.05.11

Town Council (Annual Meeting)

Mon
23.05.11

Finance & General Purposes

Mon
30.05.11

Bank Holiday

Mon
06.06.11

Planning Parks & Open Spaces

Mon  13.06.11

Audit

Mon
20.06.11

Town Council

Mon
04.07.11

Finance & General Purposes

Mon
11.07.11

Staffing

Mon
18.07.11

Planning Parks & Open Spaces

Mon
01.08.11

Town Council

Mon
15.08.11

Finance & General Purposes

Mon
29.08.11

Bank Holiday

Mon
05.09.11

Planning Parks & Open Spaces

Mon
12.09.11

Extra
Mon
19.09.11

Town Council
Mon
03.10.11

Finance & General Purposes

Mon
17.10.11

Planning Parks & Open Spaces

Mon
31.10.11

Town Council

Mon
07.11.11

Finance & General Purposes

Sun
13.11.11

Remembrance Sunday
Mon
14.11.11

Staffing

Mon
21.11.11

Audit

Mon
28.11.11

Planning Parks & Open Spaces

Mon
05.12.11

Town Council

Mon
12.12.11

Finance & General Purposes

Sun
25.12.11

Christmas Day

Mon
26.12.11

Boxing Day

Tues
27.12.11

Bank Holiday

2012

Sun
01.01.12

New Year's Day

Mon
02.01.12

Bank Holiday

Mon
09.01.12

Planning Parks & Open Spaces

Mon
16.01.12

Town Council

Mon
23.01.12

Town Council (Estimates)

Mon
30.01.12

Finance & General Purposes

Mon
06.02.12

Staffing

Mon
13.02.12

Planning Parks & Open Spaces

Mon
27.02.12

Town Council

Mon
05.03.12

Finance & General Purposes

Mon
12.03.12

Extra Meeting

Mon
19.03.12

Planning Parks & Open Spaces

Mon
02.04.12

Town Council

Fri
06.04.12

Good Friday

Mon
09.04.12

Easter Monday

Mon
16.04.12

Finance & General Purposes

Mon
23.04.12

Annual Parish Meeting

Mon
30.04.12

Planning Parks & Open Spaces

Mon
07.05.12

May Day Bank Holiday
Mon
14.05.12

Town Council (Annual Meeting)

Mon
28.05.12

Finance & General Purposes 

Mon
04.06.12

Bank Holiday

Tues 05.06.12

Public Holiday (Queen’s Jubilee

8 Voluntary Land Registry  (F52/10)
The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.
Resolved: That the Town Council should voluntarily register all its land holdings and that the cost of £690 should be found from the contingency account.
9. Committee Room    (F53/10)
The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered. She also reported that PC Steve Busby had acknowledged that the room had not been used as much as it should have been and he has undertaken to use the room more frequently and hold surgeries for members of the public on a weekly basis.
Resolved: That there should be a trial period until 31st January during which time the usage of the room should be monitored.  Should usage not increase significantly the use of the room will be reconsidered by the Premises Sub-Committee after this date.
10.  Parish and Town Councils Meeting with MP
(F54/10)

The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  
Resolved: That Councillors Bartlett, Blaine, D Sharman and Mrs Sutton should be requested to attend the meeting on 26th November 2010 with the Town Clerk as a reserve.
11. Minutes of the Open Spaces Sub-committee (F55/10)
The Minutes of the meeting held on 27th September 2010, which had been previously circulated were received and considered.
3. Sunderland Road Recreation Ground

Resolved: That if Mr Lynch wants to purchase one concrete litter bin, this can be installed between the two new benches adjacent to the stake park on Sunderland Road Recreation Ground.

Resolved: That the Town Council has discussions with Sandy Cricket Club with regard to the Cricket Club taking bookings for any spare use of the wickets and setting their own charges. The cricket club would be requested to liaise with the Town Council over use of the Pavilion.
4. Bedford Road Recreation Ground

Resolved: That Bedford Road Recreation Ground Toilets are opened on all bank holidays, except Christmas Day, Boxing Day, New Years Day and any other bank holidays over the Christmas and New Year period.
Resolved: That the springer, roundabout and swing unit situated at Goldfinch Drive could be used at Bedford Road Recreation Ground, or at Sunderland Road Recreation Ground.

Resolved: That grass matting be installed grass in front of the ball wall at Sunderland Road Recreation Ground at a cost of £1,829.  This amount is to be requested from Section 106 monies if possible, or if not it is to be taken from the contingency amount (with the Mayor, Deputy Mayor and Clerk agreeing the expenditure).

5. The Limes

Resolved: That the fencing and gates from Goldfinch Drive could be installed around the Limes play area, together with additional fencing which would be required.

6. Beeston Green

Resolved: That the slide from Goldfinch Drive could be installed in front of the swings.

9. Any Other Business

Faynes Corner – The flower bed nearest to Gabriel’s is planted with Cistus on the roadside and the variety planted is too large for the location.

Resolved: That the existing Cistus is removed and replanted with a shorter variety of shrub.  

12. Fallowfield Open Space
(F56/10)

The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.
Councillor Turner informed Members that a response from Kier’s was expected very shortly and she would ensure that she received a copy.

Resolved: That the item be noted.
Cllr Welbourn left the meeting before the following item.

13. Goldfinch Drive
(F57/10)

The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  She also reported that she had been approached by an Aragon Housing Officer who had said that the equipment would be welcomed for a facility at Clifton.

Resolved: That the Town Council should use the slide from the play area at Goldfinch Drive on Beeston Green and the fencing at the Limes. The cost of £1,152 and £2,220 should be found from section 106 money if possible.  The remaining equipment should be offered to Aragon Housing.
14. Salt bins consultation from Central Bedfordshire Council

 (F58/10)

The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered. It was pointed out that the Town Council had already taken some measures to help with clearing snow and ice. It was noted that Central Bedfordshire Council stated that they were committed to clearing the pedestrian areas in the town centre of Sandy.
Resolved: (a)That Town Council should support the scheme in principle but point out that the time taken to refill the bins was not satisfactory.
(b) That, in order to make a full response, the Emergency Plan Working group should be requested to meet to report to Town Council on possible locations for salt bins.

15. Minutes of the Communications Sub-committee (F59/10)

The Minutes of the meeting held on 23rd August 2010, which had been previously circulated were received and considered. 

It was reported that an article about the planned development by Tesco’s had subsequently been added.

Resolved: That the minutes be noted.
16. Minutes of the Sandy Market Management Sub-committee



(F60/10)
The Minutes of the meeting held on 4th October 2010, which had been previously circulated were received and considered. 

Resolved: That Central Bedfordshire Council be requested to allow use of parking spaces in the Market Square to enable stalls to be set up there.
17.  Press Release (F61/10)

Resolved:  That a press release be issued with regard to the proposed traffic calming measures in St Neots Road.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	CENTRAL BEDS NOTIFIED
	CENTRAL BEDS DECISION

	16/09/10

72/10
	CB/10/03384/ FULL

A&R Bruce Ltd

C/o Richard Batchelor Architecture

29 Newstead Way

Bedford

MK41 8RH
	Full application for erection of detached bungalow with on site parking spaces at land to rear of 43 West Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 1,2,2a,2b,2c Queens Road, and 41 West Road, Sandy notified.
	Resolved: Object

1 parking space for property is insufficient.
	F&GP

11/10/10

12/10/10
	

	04/10/10

73/10
	CB/10/03178/ FULL

Mrs C Lyko

Old School House

St Neots Road

Sandy

SG19 1LB


	Full application for removal of old metal railings and erect 1.8m high close board fencing with double leaf mortised ledged and braced decorative timber gates to front and right hand neighbours boundary at Old School House, St Neots Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 9,11,14 & 18 St Neots Road, Sandy notified.

	Resolved: Object

a) Out of keeping in the conservation area.  

b) Detrimental to the street scene.
	F&GP

11/10/10

12/10/10
	

	04/10/10

74/10


	CB/10/03597/ ADV

Clear Channel Uk 

33 Golden Square

London 

WIF 9JT


	Advertisement consent:2 x 48 sheet advertisement displays at Tempsford Service Station South Bound, Tempsford Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 35 & 37 Tempsford Road, Sandy, notified.
	Resolved: Object

a) Out of keeping in the area.

b) Detrimental in the open Countryside.

c) Would be a distraction to drivers.
	F&GP

11/10/10

12/10/10
	


7
7

