SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 3rd September 2007 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

PRESENT







  Cllr N Aldis (Chairman)







    “   M Bartlett

    “   P Blaine







    “   D Gale






    “   N O’Leary







    “   C Osborne






    “   M Pettitt







    “   D Sharman






    “   P Sharman






    “   Mrs S Sutton






    “   G White
Together with 1 member of the Press
1.  Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Broughton, Jones, Scott and Osborne (for late attendance). 

2.  Statutory Declarations of Interests from Members (P28/07)

(a)  Prejudicial Interests

There were none.
(b)  Personal Interests
There were none.




3.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council (P29/07)
(See List Attached)
4.  Minutes








(P30/07)

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 16th July 2007 and as approved/amended and adopted by Council Meeting held on Monday 30th July 2007, which had been previously circulated, were signed as a correct record.
5.  Planning or Enforcement Appeals – Notifications from Mid Bedfordshire District Council





(P31/07)
07/00645/OUT
Mr M McGuiness

c/o D H Barford

Howard House

Church Street

St Neots

PE19 2BU
Full Application for the erection of 2 detached dwellings and garages on land adjacent to 21 High Road, Beeston, Sandy.

STC (Town Council 14.5.07) Objected

MBDC 30.5.07 Refused

Appeal lodged against Refusal by the District Council.

Appeal will be dealt with by the written representation procedure. 

As Sandy Town Council did object to this application their written comments have already been sent.
RESOLVED:  (a)That the action taken by the Clerk be ratified and approved.

6.  Planning or Enforcement Appeals – Decisions

(P32/07)
06/01984/FULL

Amber Homes

2 Copper Beech Close

St Ives

Huntingdon

PE27 5YG

Appeal against a refusal to grant planning permission by MBDC on 19th February 2007 at the former agricultural depot site, Sunderland Road, Sandy, SG19 1QY in respect of the demolition of the depot and erection of 7 dwellings with parking for 8 cars.

The appeal was allowed and planning permission granted subject to conditions set out in the Formal Decision.

A copy of the appeal Inspector’s decision was attached.

The decision was noted.
7.  Verbal report from any local member who attended Development Control Committee on any matters affecting Sandy

(P33/07)
There were no items affecting Sandy.

8.  .  Developers Contributions  (P34/07)
The Clerk’s report which was previously circulated was received and considered.  The Clerk also reported on a consultation to take place on 13th October at Quince Court, a full report on which would be on Town Council Agenda 10th September 2007.
RESOLVED:  (a) That the Clerk should be requested to apply to Mid Beds District Council to use a sum of £10,000 from the developer’s contributions in order to replace the safety tiles under the play equipment at Sunderland Road Recreation Ground with a continuous wet pour safety surface.
(b)  That the Clerk should be requested to apply to Mid Beds District Council to use a sum of £1,000 from the developer’s contributions in order to install a vehicle gate at the Bank’s Drive play area.

(c) That Cllr Lynch be consulted as to possible provision for BMX biking in Sandy.

(d) That a sum of money be reserved in order to provide a possible teen shelter should that be considered appropriate.
(e) That the Clerk be requested to investigate whether or not the sum designated for open spaces could be used to fund work on the new pavilion in the Sunderland Road Recreation Ground.
9.  Bedfordshire Highways 5 Year Programme 2008 -2013
(P35/07)
The Clerk’s report which was previously circulated was received and considered.  
Cllr Blaine said that he had been in discussion with the County Cycling officer who had been working on some substantial schemes for the town. The report however, was confusing, in that some of the cycling schemes were scheduled for work in over 5 years, including the national route.
RESOLVED:  That the Clerk be requested to write to Bedfordshire County Council and:

(a) point out the anomalies in the report and urge that the cycling schemes go ahead as soon as possible.

(b) emphasise that the Town Council urges the replacement of the Ivel footbridge as soon as possible.

(c) request that the County Council investigates the improvement of street lighting in New Road.

(d) pursue the fulfilment of the proposed lighting scheme between the Baulk and New Road.

(e) ask for research to be done into the prospect of limiting the travel of lorries on the A603 between Sandy and Bedford.

(f) request a scheme to physically prevent prohibited lorries from travelling along Sunderland Road to the town and vice versa.

(g) request a professional study into the possible re-routing of heavy traffic going east down the A1 to New Road.  This would require the junction of Station Road/High Street to be re-designed.

(h) request that pedestrian barriers be placed at the corner of Market Square/High Street by the old Woolwich building.

(i) point out that the proposed study into parking in Sandy discussed with Mr Jackson was not included in the schedule.

(j) ask for footpath resurfacing to be undertaken in Swansholme Gardens and Brickhill Road.

Also Resolved: That the Clerk be requested to arrange for the Highway’s Technician, Scott Wrighting to meet with Cllr Gale in order to identify roads and pavements in the town which require attention.
10.  Walking to School (P36/07)








The Clerk’s report which was previously circulated was received and considered.  Members’ welcomed the initiative because congestion levels in the centre of Sandy and parking in streets near to the schools were very bad.
RESOLVED: (a) That the Clerk be requested to write to the Lower Schools and Middle School about the Norfolk scheme to invite expressions of interest.

(b) That Town Councillors who are governors of local schools inform the Clerk so that they too can be circulated with the above letter.

11. Town Council Lettings Policy (P37/07)
The Clerk’s report and the draft lettings which were previously circulated were received and considered.  

A number of amendments were suggested to the conditions.

Resolved:  (a) That the sale of alcohol in the new pavilion be prohibited.

(b) That with the incorporation of the suggested amendments to the draft the suggested lettings policy be adopted. (Copy attached).
12.  CCTV in Sandy  
(P38/07)

The Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.
See Part II, Exempt Minutes
13.  Press Release







(P39/07)
RESOLVED:  That a press release be issued regarding the Town Council’s encouragement of a walking to school initiative.
Resolved:  That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by virtue of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted under Section (8 & 14) of the Exempt Information, Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, it may contain “The amount of any expenditure proposed to be incurred by the authority under any particular contract for the acquisition of property or the supply of goods or services” and “Any action taken or to be taken in connection with the prevention, investigation or prosecuting of crime”  the press and public be requested to retire from the meeting.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	15.8.07

86/07


	07/01294/FULL

Mr & Mrs P Hipgrave

28 Fieldfare

SANDY

SG19  2UZ
	Full application for the erection of a single storey rear extension and to reinstate garage at 28 Fieldfare, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 26 and 30 Fieldfare, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:  No Objections
	P P & O S

3.9.07

4.9.07


	

	28.8.07

87/07


	07/01450/FULL

Ms J A Sutcliffe

17 Park Road

SANDY

SG19 1JB
	Full application for the erection of a single storey rear extension at 17 Park Road, Sandy, Beds.
	RESOLVED:  No Objections
	P P & O S

3.9.07

4.9.07
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