SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:  
Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Sandy Town Council


Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Finance and General Purposes Committee


All Members of Finance and General Purposes Committee

There will be a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee to be held on Monday 6th   November 2006 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.











T N Stewart

31st October 2006







Clerk to the Council

AGENDA

1.  Apologies
2. To receive statutory declarations of interests from Members





(a) Prejudicial interests.

(b)  Personal interests.


3.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council
            (7.30pm)












(Any plans received for comment by Sandy Town Council will be on display in the Committee Room from 7.15 p.m. onwards and members are requested to view these prior to this item).
(See list attached)

4.  Minutes









      (7.35pm)

To sign the Minutes of the Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 25th September 2006 and as approved/amended and adopted by Full Council Meeting held on Monday 23rd October 2006. (Previously circulated)

5. Position of outstanding authorised/contracted works   (7.37pm)

There are none

6. Calendar of Meetings 2007/2008

(7.38pm)

To approve the calendar of meetings for 2007/2008.
(Copy attached)

7. Annual bulletin/annual report - advertising representative

(7.45pm)

To receive and consider Deputy Clerk's report.
(Copy attached)

8. Annual Report/Newsletter 8 – Production Deadlines


(7.55pm)
To receive and consider Deputy Clerk's report.
(Copy attached)
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9. Annual Report Advertising Rates




(8.00pm)

To receive and consider the Deputy Clerk’s report. 


(Copy attached)

10. Polling Arrangements for Beeston




(8.10pm)
To receive and consider the Deputy Clerk’s report


(Copy attached)
11. Proposed Telecommunications Upgrade at the existing T-Mobile Mast at Sandy Telephone Exchange, Market Square, Sandy





(8.20pm) 

To receive and consider the Deputy Clerk’s report


(Copy attached)

12. Sunderland Road Scout Hut – Subletting



(8.25pm)

To receive and consider the Deputy Clerk’s report


(Copy attached)

*13.Outstanding Debts – advertising in Annual Report



(8.30pm)

To receive and consider the Deputy Clerk’s report


(Copy attached)

14. Press release







  (8.40pm)

*Exempt information – Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and Section 7 of the local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985.  The press and public are given notice that they may be requested to retire from the meeting during consideration of this item.
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6. Calendar of Meetings 2007/2008



2007

Thur
03.05.07

Elections

Mon
07.05.07

Bank Holiday

Mon
14.05.07

Town Council (Annual Meeting)

Mon
21.05.07

Finance & General Purposes

Wed
24.05.07

Sandy Enhancement Group 

Mon
28.05.07

Bank Holiday

Mon
04.06.07

Planning, Parks & Open Spaces

Mon
11.06.07

Audit

Mon
18.06.07

Town Council

Mon
25.06.07

Staffing

Mon
02.07.07

Finance & General Purposes

Wed
12.07.07

Sandy Enhancement Group 

Mon
16.07.07

Planning, Parks & Open Spaces

Mon
30.07.07

Town Council

Mon
13.08.07

Finance & General Purposes

Mon
27.08.07

Bank Holiday

Mon
03.09.07

Planning, Parks & Open Spaces

Wed
06.09.07

Sandy Enhancement Group

Mon
10.09.07

Town Council

Mon
24.09.07

Finance & General Purposes

Mon
08.10.07

Planning, Parks & Open Spaces

Mon
22.10.07

Town Council

Mon
05.11.07

Finance & General Purposes

Sun
11.11.07

Remembrance Sunday
Mon
12.11.07

Audit
Wed
15.11.07

Sandy Enhancement Group

Mon
19.11.07

Planning Parks & Open Spaces

Mon
26.11.07

Staffing

Mon
03.12.07

Town Council

Mon
10.12.07

Finance & General Purposes

Tues
25.12.07

Christmas Day

Wed
26.12.07

Boxing Day

2008

Tues
01.01.08

New Year's Day

Mon
07.01.08

Planning, Parks & Open Spaces

Mon
14.01.08

Town Council

Mon
21.01.08

Town Council (Estimates)

Mon
28.01.08

Finance & General Purposes
Mon
11.02.08

Planning Parks & Open Spaces

Wed
14.02.08

Sandy Enhancement Group

Mon
25.02.08

Town Council

Mon
10.03.08

Finance & General Purposes
Wed
13.03.08

Sandy Enhancement Group 

Mon
17.03.08

Planning Parks & Open Spaces

Fri
21.03.08

Good Friday

Sun
23.03.08

Easter Day

Mon
24.03.08

Bank Holiday

Mon
07.04.08

Town Council

Mon
14.04.08

Staffing

Mon
21.04.08

Annual Parish Meeting

Wed
25.04.08

Sandy Enhancement Group

Mon
28.04.08

Finance & General Purposes

Mon
05.05.08

May Day Bank Holiday

Mon
12.05.08

Town Council (Annual Meeting)

Mon
19.05.08

Planning Parks & Open Spaces

Mon
26.05.08

Bank Holiday

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 06.11.2006
7.  Annual Report/Newsletter - advertising representative

The preparation of these publications is in the hands of the Editor, Cllr Aldis and the Communications Working Group:- Cllrs Baker, Jaeger, Sharman and Sutton.  However, an Advertising Representative still needs to be appointed

Previously this work has been completed for many years by Cllr Frood.
SUPPORTING OR SUPPLEMENTARY
- None 
INFORMATION ATTACHED



   

ACTION REQUIRED
- Committee is requested to appoint an advertising representative for the 2007 







publication
S M Foster
Deputy Clerk to the Council

26th October 2006
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8.  Annual Report  - Production Deadlines 

Early January 2007

Meeting of Sub-Committee to receive and approve articles, copy etc.

By 22nd January 2007

Meeting to finalise all content.

29th January 2007

Draft copy to go to F & GP Committee Meeting for Approval.

1st February 2007

Final approved Copy to go to Lion Press.

8th February 2007

First proof from Lion Press to Editor.

12th February 2007

First proof to be returned to Lion Press.

16th February 2007

Second proof from Lion Press to Editor

19th February 2006

Second proof to be returned to Lion Press

24th February 2007

Final proof to Editor.


28th February 2007

Final proof to be returned to Lion Press

9th March 2007

Publication Date

12th March 2007

Members collect their copies from Council Offices (F & G.P. meeting)

8th April 2007


Delivery to have been completed by Members (3 weekends available)

23rd April 2007

Annual Parish Meeting 
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9. Annual Report/Newsletter Advertising Rates





Members will be aware that the External Auditors of the Council require that advertising rates in the Town Council’s publications need to be minuted. A review of the rates would normally be scheduled for the Estimates meeting of the Council to be held on 22nd January 2007.  However, because of the deadlines imposed by the publication schedule, the sale of advertising needs to be started before the Estimates meeting.
In previous years the income from advertisers in the Annual Report has been balanced against the expenditure of printing the Report, however the number of defaulters appears to be increasing and Committee may wish to consider a larger than inflation increase to cover these liabilities.

The amounts charged for advertising in the Annual Report and Newsletter have not increased for two years and are as follows:

Full Page  £105.00 plus vat

Half page £  82.00 plus vat

Quarter page £47.00 plus vat

Eighth page (newsletter only) £26.00 plus vat
The September Retail Price Index was 3.6%, the Consumer Price Index was 2.4%

Supporting or supplementary

- None
information attached


   

Action required



- Committee is requested to review the advertising 






rates currently payable.

S M Foster
Deputy Clerk to the Council

25th October 2006
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10. Polling Arrangements for Beeston

Mr Stephen Cooke, Electoral/Member Services Manager for Mid Beds District Council has written outlining possible changes to the polling arrangements for Beeston. He has asked for the Town Council to comment on the proposals.

The proposed changes have been brought about for several reasons:

Buildings previously used in Beeston as polling stations have been sold or restored to private accommodation. 

The number of electors residing to the east of the A1 has increased greatly with the building of the Limes development.

Section 16 of the Electoral Administration Act 2006, will, once it is enacted, place a responsibility on MBDC to give Notice of a Review of Polling Districts and Polling Places and to consult those who have particular expertise in relation to access to premises or facilities for persons who have different forms of disability.
One solution to the problem would be the provision of a mobile polling station, as has been used previously, which could be parked on the Green. These are expensive and can prove difficult to access by anyone with mobility problems.

It was thought that, should a single polling station be provided, on the west side of the A1 for example, the distances to be travelled by car in order for an elector living on the east side to vote might prove to be a disincentive.  Although pedestrians could use the present footbridge it is also thought that this would be very difficult for the disabled and virtually impossible for wheel chair users to cross.
The solution proposed is that there should be two polling stations.  On the east side of the A1 a room at Beeston Methodist church has been identified as suitable and on the west side an anteroom of a private dwelling.

This solution is more cost effective than using a mobile polling unit, costing £870.00 overall as opposed to £1,260, a saving of £390.  However, if only the residential premises (with no polling station being provided to the East of the A1) is used the saving would increase to £900.00.

The Officer’s recommendation to the District Council is to be the adoption of two separate polling stations, one to the East and one to the West of the A1.
Supporting or supplementary

- None
information attached


   

Action required



- Committee is requested to receive the report and







make any comments it considers necessary on the  







 current proposal.
S M Foster

Deputy Clerk to the Council

25th October 2006
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11. Proposed Telecommunications Upgrade at the existing T-Mobile Mast at Sandy Telephone Exchange, Market Square, Sandy

A letter has been received from Waldon Telecom, agents for National Grid Wireless Ltd.
It has been asked by T-Mobile to upgrade its services on the mast situated at Sandy Telephone Exchange as a “Permitted Development” under the General Permitted Development Order 1995 (as amended in 2001) and as such does not require a planning submission to be made.  However, the company would like to keep the local community informed and has asked the Town Council for comments or questions on the proposed changes.

The mast requires an upgrade in order to deliver new 3G services and it is proposed to replace the three existing antennae at the top of the existing monopole mast with three new 3G compatible antennae.  These replacement antennae will be virtually the same size as the existing antennae.

The company is asking for comments by 10th November 2006.

Supporting or supplementary

- Information sheets on the subject of radio safety.
information attached


   

Action required



- Committee is requested to receive the report and







make any comments it considers necessary on the  







 current proposal.
S M Foster

Deputy Clerk to the Council

25th October 2006
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12. Sunderland Road Scout hut – subletting

At its meeting on Monday 15th May this Committee agreed to the temporary subletting of the Scout Hut under the terms and conditions of its lease on the land on which the hut stands. 
The Scout Group has now received a request from one of the tenants, Moggerhanger Pre-school that the arrangement should become a permanent one.  The playgroup consider that the Scout hut is ideal for their purposes, being child centred where its previous home in Moggerhanger Village Hall is used by all and often smells of smoke and alcohol. Many of the children who attend the group live in Sandy.
The Scout Group would also welcome the sub-letting because it would mean that the hall was used in the daytime (8.15am to 1.00pm) reducing the risk of vandalism and theft.  They would also appreciate the financial assistance that such an arrangement would provide towards the running costs of the Hut.

As before, the Town Council will not be able to charge any additional rent to the Group as this is fixed by the Lease, it is purely a question of whether or not the Council will be prepared to grant permission for this regular “external” use of the Hut.

Supporting or supplementary

-  None.
information attached


   

Action required



- Committee is requested to approve the request as 







detailed.
S M Foster

Deputy Clerk to the Council

25th October 2006

8

