Sandy Town Council



To:
All Members of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee, Sandy Town Council
I hereby summon you to attend a Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee of Sandy Town Council which will be held in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Bedfordshire on Monday 18th July 2011 at 7.30pm for the purpose of transacting the items of business below.








Jonathan Whitehurst









Deputy Town Clerk 
12 July 2011

A G E N D A

	1
	Apologies for absence



	2
	Declaration of Interests

To receive declarations of interests from members

(Members of the Committee are invited to declare any personal or personal and prejudicial interests they may have in any items on the Agenda for this meeting, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct for Members)

a) Personal

b) Prejudicial 



	3
	Planning Applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council
To receive any Planning Applications submitted for comment by Sandy Town Council. (Any plans received for comment will be on display in the committee room from 7.15 pm onwards and Members are requested to view these prior to this item).

See list attached.



	4
	Minutes of the Previous Meeting
To consider the minutes of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on 6 June 2011 which have previously been circulated and to approve them as a correct record of proceedings.



	5
	Verbal report from any local member who attended Development Control Committee on any matters affecting Sandy



	6
	Minutes of Sub-Committees
1. To receive the minutes of a meeting of the Riddy and Pinnacle Management Sub-Committee site visit held on 15 June 2011

2. To receive the minutes of a meeting and a walkabout meeting of the Open Spaces Sub-Committee site visit held on 29 June 2011



	7
	Street Lighting
To receive and consider the Deputy Town Clerk’s report.



	8
9

10

11

12


	Swimming Scheme
To receive and consider the Deputy Town Clerk’s report.
Development Management
To receive and consider the Deputy Town Clerk’s report.
Parking Controls

To receive and consider the Deputy Town Clerk’s report.
Queen’s Diamond Jubilee: Lighting of Beacons – 4 June 2012

To receive and consider the Deputy Town Clerk’s report.
Press Release



Information Supporting Individual Agenda Items
Meeting of Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee, Sandy Town Council 18 July 2011
3. Planning Applications

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT

	07/07/11

43/11
	CB/11/02253/ FULL

Mr & Mrs Sharp

23 Mill Lane

Sandy

SG19 1NH
	Erection of single storey rear extension at 23 Mill Lane, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 19 & 21 Mill Lane,7 & 9 Swansholme Gardens, Sandy notified.  




SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Riddy and Pinnacle Management Sub-Committee site visit held on Wednesday 15th June 2011 starting at the Pinnacle at 6.30pm and then continuing at 7.30pm at the Riddy. 
PRESENT

Cllrs D Sharman & Mrs M Runchman.

Also present was
Mr R Lawrence, Mr G Bellamy and Mr J Whitehurst. 

1. Election of Chairman for the Riddy and Pinnacle Management Sub-Committee
As the site visit had only two Members of the Riddy and Pinnacle Management Sub-Committee the election of a Chairman will be deferred until the next meeting.
2. Apologies: Cllrs Pettitt and Scott.
3. Pinnacle Site Visit

Those present walked around the site with Mr Lawrence. 

It was noted that additional areas had been dug out in the lower field to encourage invertebrates. It was also noted that the amount of sand exposed has reduced from twelve months ago because of the work carried out by the Town Council. It was observed that digging of the area near the bench by children and dogs has started again. 

4. Riddy Site Visit

Mr Bellamy arrived for this part of the visit. 

The condition of the disabled footpath that was organised by Rights of Way section at Central Bedfordshire Council was discussed, with regard to being overgrown, its poor condition and vegetation growing through it. 
Mr Lawrence informed the Members on the site visit that the application for the higher level scheme from Natural England was in progress.

Mr Lawrence advised that some fence repairs will be needed and he will be obtaining quotations for the Council to consider.

Mr Bellamy discussed about the Riddy stream and that the Environment Agency had wanted to weed kill the vegetation in the middle of the stream last year, though this work had not been undertaken.
Mr Bellamy and Mr Lawrence advised that Ragwort pulling will be carried out in the next few weeks.

Mr Lawrence advised that the illegal work undertaken in the Riddy Stream by the Highways Agency last year had resulted in the Police meeting with Highways Agency on site to give them a 1st and final warning for the whole country for carrying out work in any area that is protected by the Wildlife and Countryside Act.

5. Date and time of next meeting
Wednesday 12th October 2011 at 9.30am in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road. 
Minutes of the meeting and walkabout meeting Open Spaces Sub-Committee meeting held on 29th June 2011, Sandy, Beds. 

Present: Cllrs Aldis, Pettitt, Runchman, Scott and the Deputy Town Clerk
1. Election of Chairman for the Open Spaces Sub-Committee
Cllr Scott was elected as Chairman.
2.  Apologies
Cllr Lynch

3.  Minutes of meeting held on the 14th February 2011.

Resolved: That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Open Spaces sub-Committee held on the 14th February 2011 be approved as a correct record.

4. Section 106

The sub-Committee discussed the Deputy Town Clerk’s report about Section 106, and then they discussed where previous monies had been spent and where previous monies had come from. The sub-committee also discussed what monies are still available to the town council from section 106 and spend by dates as appropriate for each of the agreements. Members also discussed the loss of the play area in the Ivel Park development. The disappointment of not receiving the equipment from Goldfinch Drive, that additional Section 106 money should surely now be due. It was thought that enough additional play equipment had been installed within the town’s play areas although the sub-Committee discussed the suggestion of an inclusive play wheelspin (roundabout for wheelchair users) at Bedford Road Recreation Ground play area.

Resolved: (a) That the Deputy Town Clerk investigates whether an inclusive play wheelspin (roundabout for wheelchair users) could be installed at Bedford Road Recreation Ground play area. 

(b) That if inclusive play wheelspin (roundabout for wheelchair users) could be installed at Bedford Road Recreation Ground play area a quotation is obtained and this be discussed at the next meeting of the Open Spaces sub-Committee.

The sub-Committee discussed about a replacement bench for the Limes play area.

Resolved: To defer a decision on a replacement bench for the Limes play area until the next meeting of the Open Spaces sub-committee, because of the inclusive play wheelspin (roundabout for wheelchair users).
The sub-Committee discussed about the request for one or more trees to be planted in Bedford Road Recreation Ground to provide shade in the play area.

Resolved: To defer a decision on planting one or more trees in Bedford Road Recreation Ground until the next meeting of the Open Spaces sub-committee.

5. Weed and Worm Control

The sub-Committee discussed the Deputy Town Clerk’s report and whether it was necessary to carry out the individual treatments. They also discussed about savings that the Town Clerk needs to be make to allow for the skip to be hired by the town council for the use by the Bowls club and Cricket club. The sub-Committee discussed about whether it was necessary to carry out the treatments, with the council’s environmental policy being considered.

Resolved: (a) That the treatments of weed control at Bedford Road Recreation Ground and at Sunderland Road Recreation Ground and the treatment for worm control at Bedford Road Recreation Ground do not take place this financial year. Thus providing a saving which could be spent in the town councils other Open Space areas such as the skip for Bowls and Cricket Club and the St Swithuns churchyard.

(b) That the amount of weeds at Bedford Road Recreation Ground and at Sunderland Road Recreation Ground and the amount of worms at Bedford Road Recreation Ground be assessed over the next year to determine whether treatments need to take place next year.

Resolved to recommend: That the cost to carry out the treatment of weeds at Bedford Road Recreation Ground and at Sunderland Road Recreation Ground and worms at Bedford Road Recreation Ground is included within the appropriate Open Spaces budget(s) for 2012/13.
6. St Swithuns Churchyard

The sub-Committee discussed the notes and the correspondence from St Swithuns church. It was noted that no reference was made in either letter with regard to St Swithuns church agreeing to fund the information board. Members discussed about the reduction to the planting arrangements budget over the last two financial years and the cost to the planting arrangements budget from purchasing the materials to carry out the work. Members also discussed that because of the savings made from not carrying out the weed and worm control that money could be vired from one open space code to another open space code. Members also discussed the supplier mentioned in the letter from St Swithuns Church with the possibility the supplier may want to provide the items free of charge to the PCC. Members then discussed the removal of the existing rosebed which is to be re-planted with evergreen shrubs and whether a new rosebed should be planted in a different location in the churchyard rather than the evergreen shrub bed. Members also discussed the planting of the yellow crocus. 

Resolved to recommend: (i) That the Town Council accept the offer of match funding from St Swithuns Church.

(ii) Seek clarification from the PCC, that St Swithuns Church will fund the information board to give details about increasing of flora and fauna within the churchyard or is this part of the match funding.
(iii) That some of the savings made from not carrying out the weed and worm control this year could be vired to the planting arrangements code to cover the shortfall.

(iv) That if the St Swithuns church will not fund the information board, that the PCC obtain sponsorship to fund the information board.

(v) That the PCC could contact the supplier they have mentioned in the letter, as the supplier may wish to donate the materials required to carry out the scheme free of charge to St Swithuns Church.

7. Planting arrangements

Members discussed at length planting arrangements. A member mentioned that the lamp post baskets and hanging baskets could only be seen if sitting upstairs on a double decker bus. Members discussed that a like for like quotation would likely to be higher due to increased transportation costs. A member also mentioned that the bedding displays could be located closer to the Market Square for higher impact and it would be advantageous to locate a display(s) on the footpath near to Magnolia House to stop cars parking on the pavement. Members discussed about obtaining quotations from other suppliers and they would like to know if alternative planting arrangements are available from Plantscape.

Resolved: (i) That an itemised like for like quote for a further three years is obtained from Plantscape to supply and install planting arrangements.

Resolved: (ii) That other suppliers be investigated with regard to the supply of the town councils planting arrangements.

8. Bowls Club Irrigation Tank

As it is in the lease that one of the obligations the landlord (Council) shall pay the costs of: 25.1 (a) maintaining and servicing the machinery and equipment used by the tenant (Bowls Club) at the date of this lease to enable it to comply with the provisions of clauses 16.1 The tenant shall keep the green at the Bowling Green in good condition and properly mown. Members discussed the report and the three quotations at length. They also discussed about the correspondence received from Central Bedfordshire Council about using Section 106 monies for the bowls club irrigation tank.

Resolved: That an application in-principle to spend £2437.00 + V.A.T. of Section 106 monies is made to Central Bedfordshire Council for the removal of the existing irrigation tank, supply and install of a new irrigation tank.
Resolved to recommend: (i) That the quote from Hortech for £2437.00 + V.A.T. is approved for the removal of the existing irrigation tank, supply and install of a new irrigation tank. 
(ii) That Section 106 monies are used to pay for the removal of the existing irrigation tank, supply and install of a new irrigation tank, though approval from a Central Bedfordshire Council planning manager is required.
9. Bedford Road Recreation Ground

Members walked around the recreation ground. 

A member commented that a resident had spoken to him about the trees over-growing the gardens of Albion Court. It was mentioned that the trees had been pruned by the Town Council within the last three years and no evidence of problems over gardens was noted.

The location of the inclusive play wheelspin (roundabout for wheelchair users) was looked at and discussed. A member commented that a large queue for the toddler swings occurred at weekends and suggested that the bench between the toddler swings and the older swings be removed by the DSO staff and additional toddler swings be purchased and installed.

Resolved: To review additional toddler swings when Section 106 expenditure is known. 
Members discussed the notes with regard to trees in the summer time blocking the view of the war memorial by the CCTV camera. They discussed how much needed to be removed from the tree(s) and whether the DSO staff could undertake the work using the Mobile Scaffolding Tower.

Cllr Osborne joined the walkabout.

Resolved to recommend: (i) That an application to carry tree works is made to Central Bedfordshire Council to reduce the length of some of the lower small branches from the tree nearest the war memorial.

(ii) That if Central Bedfordshire Council approve the work that the DSO staff carry out the work using the Mobile Scaffolding Tower.

Cllr Osborne left the walkabout.
Members discussed about planting a row of trees in Bedford Road Recreation Ground on the south and west side from the Cableway alongside properties in Cedar Gardens to the large lime tree which is in a garden of a property in The Avenue. It was thought trees could be planted in the spring of 2012 or the autumn of 2012 to commemorate the Queens Diamond Jubilee next year.

Resolved to recommend: That the Council as part of the Estimates process considers planting a row of trees in Bedford Road Recreation Ground south and west from the Cableway alongside Cedar Gardens to the large lime tree which is in a garden of a property in The Avenue.

10. Other locations can be visited if time allows.

Members of the sub-Committee walked around the Market Square before visiting Bedford Road Recreation Ground.
Members walked through the town centre to look at the planting arrangements. A member suggested that the three benches in-front of the Chippy should be varnished by the Town Council’s DSO staff. A member suggested that four signs attached to the wall of the Maharajah should be removed, as they are no longer fit for purpose. A member thought the area under the black notice board by Downing Court should be weeded. A member also suggested that the black notice board should be removed and a new notice board should be installed in-place of the four signs that are currently attached to the Maharajah.
11. Date and time of next meeting

To be confirmed.
7. Street Lighting

Members may recall at the last meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee it was resolved: that Sandy Town Council’s own street lighting contractor was requested to comment on the validity of the report provided by CBC and it was resolved: that third party independent street lighting contractors were requested to comment on the validity of the report provided by CBC.

The town council’s street lighting contractor has spoken to the clerk about the report provided by Central Bedfordshire Council. His initial quotations were to carry out the work as recommended by Central Bedfordshire Council for lights classified as Red and Amber High.
Following an inspection of the streetlights classified as Red and Amber High by the street lighting contractor it is evident that the CBC survey had been carried out a number of months before it was given to the Town Council. It was possible to make this assumption because some of the lights identified in the report as red and amber high have already been replaced by the council’s street lighting contractor over the last twelve months.

The Central Bedfordshire Council report has also missed out a number of  the town council’s street lighting columns and this includes additional columns in All Saints Way and East Road. Due to the CBC report being a number of months old, some of the street lights that previously did not require replacement now do and this can be for a number of reasons such as weathering and vehicle damage.
From the visual inspection carried out on Wednesday 6th July 2011 by the town council’s street lighting contractor he has advised that the following work is undertaken:
1. Removal to make safe and consider replacement of street light columns
All Saints Way outside of 5, concrete column cracked. This column was not in the CBC report.
All Saints Way outside 23, concrete column hole near top.

All Saints Way opposite 28, concrete column cracked.
All Saints Way outside 51-53, concrete column cracked.

All Saints Way opposite 55, rust showing through concrete.
Belam Way outside 1, hit by vehicle.

East Road outside 53, concrete column cracked. Since the visual inspection this column which was not in the CBC report has been removed and made safe by the contractor because of its condition.

Elm Tree Road opposite 6, concrete column cracked.

London Road opposite 22, hit by vehicle.

London Road opposite Hunts Car Company, hit by vehicle.

London Road opposite Western Way, hit by vehicle.

Mill Lane by Swansholme Gardens, hit by vehicle.

Park Road outside Sandy Kebab, hit by vehicle.

Queens Road near 19/21, hit by vehicle.

Sandford Rise adjacent drying area rear of 7, concrete column blown.

Western Way outside 47, concrete column cracked.
Western Way outside 48, concrete column cracked internal.

Amey have previously been contacted about the legal aspect of lighting and gave the following information: Legally you do not have to light the highway; it is a recommendation. It is far easier not to light in the first place rather than remove lighting which once was in place. Please also note that the lights were originally installed for all highway users, and with removal may hinder cyclists, pedestrians and motorists.
2. Maintenance of street light columns
Belam Way near 9/11, cast iron column rusty earth, clean and paint.
Brickhill Road near 15, cast iron column rusty earth, clean and paint.
Cambridge Road near 57, cast iron column rusty earth, clean and paint.
London Road outside 38, cast iron column rusty earth, clean and paint. 

London Road by West Road, cast iron column rusty earth, clean and paint.

Longfield Road near 2, cast iron column rusty earth, clean and paint.

West Road opposite South Road, cast iron column rusty earth, clean and paint.

Western Way opposite Manor Road, concrete column probably hit by a vehicle twist bracket and establish if it can be fixed.

When the visual inspection was carried out, the contractor identified a number of lights that do not require any attention currently which had been included in the CBC report as requiring attention and these are as follows.
All Saints Way outside 29

All Saints Way outside 37

London Road opposite All Hallows
London Road opposite Manor Farm Family Centre

Manor Road outside 1

Mill Lane opposite field

New Road outside Esmos House
Queens Road near alley to South Road

The town council’s street lighting contractor has advised that all the Town Council’s remaining concrete column street lights will probably need replacing within the next five years and the cast columns will need replacing if they crack.

A quotation for the work is attached.
Provision of a third party independent street lighting report is being explored but there will be a cost to Sandy Town Council.
Members are asked to decide how they would like to proceed. 

8. Swimming Scheme
Members may recall that at the last Finance and General Purposes Committee it was resolved: that a grant of up to £480 be provided to cover the shortfall between the Youth Club’s income from the swimming sessions and their cost.  A sum of £240 (from within the £480 allocated) would be provided to the Youth Club immediately to help defray the initial necessary outlay.  It was further agreed that Cllr Lynch would report back to Sandy Town Council on the finances of the scheme and the number of young people who took part. Council noted that funding for this project would come from the £2,000 set aside in the estimates for development of a swimming scheme and other community groups would be invited to apply for similar support.

An arrangement has been made with Sandye Place Academy to provide swimming sessions for The Sandy & District Senior Citizens Community Support Group between 10.30 am and 12.30 pm on the 6 Wednesdays of the school summer holidays at a cost of £60.15 per session or £360.90 for the period for pool hire.  Insurance will be £137.80 for a year, the cover is for 1 million pounds. The lifeguard will cost £120 for the 6 week period. The total cost before grants will be £618.70.

It is anticipated by the organiser that 20 people will attend each session and contribute £3 per session.  The project coordinator has applied for £257.80 grant to Aragon Community fund and that includes the insurance and life guard costs. Therefore it is proposed that a sum of £180.45 should be allocated from the Swimming Scheme budget to cover half of the admission costs so that the senior citizens will only pay £1.50 per session. (Copy of correspondence attached).
The Town Council has powers to make this payment under s 19 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976.  Members are requested to consider making this payment.
9. Development Management

A letter has been received from Central Bedfordshire Council with regard to an item affecting Sandy at the next Development Management meeting on the 20th July 2011 at 2pm (Copy of letter attached). Application No: CB/10/04390/FULL, land at Sandy Railway Station, Station Road, Sandy, Provision of a surface level car park comprising 228 spaces.
The planning application was discussed at the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces meeting on the 31st January 2011 and Members may recall that the Town Council had No Objection in principle. Though the portaloo needs be in keeping with the attendants cabin (painted the same colour). 

Members are requested to decide if they would like somebody to attend the development management meeting to speak in support of the planning application on the 20th July 2011 at 2pm.

10. Parking Controls

Members may recall at the last Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee meeting it was resolved: to write to the Transportation Manager at Bedfordshire Highways to seek clarification of the criteria used in the star ranking system used by Amey and in particular the weighting ascribed to each of the specified criteria.  An example of a 5 star-ranked parking road would also be requested.  
A letter has been received from the Transportation Manager at Central Bedfordshire Council (Copy of letter attached). Included in the letter is the Bedfordshire Highways assessment framework for minor traffic management schemes for St Swithun’s Way and Kings Road.
As an example of a 5 star-ranked parking road was requested and the letter does not include an example a discussion has taken place between the Deputy Town Clerk and Transportation Watchman, following the conversation an email has arrived (Copy of email attached). As indicated in the telephone call and confirmed in the email from the Transportation Watchman Amey have no recent records of minor works assessments which score more than 1 star.
Members are requested to decide how they would like to proceed.
11. Queen’s Diamond Jubilee: Lighting of Beacons – 4 June 2012

Correspondence has been received with regard to Queens Diamond Jubilee Beacons – 4 June 2012 (Copy of correspondence attached). In addition a guide to taking part has also been received (Copy of guide attached).
In 2002 at the Queens’s Golden Jubilee over 1,800 beacons were lit, they would like to have 2,012 beacons across the United Kingdom, Channel Islands, Isle of Man, the Commonwealth and other countries around the world lit in 2012. There are two types of Beacons being lit, the traditional Bonfire Beacon and the Church Tower Beacon fuelled by bottle gas.

In the guide Beacon lighting and any associated events can be used as a way of raising funds for local and national charities of their choice.

Included in the guide are instructions on how to construct and safely manage a bonfire beacon (page 5 of the guide).
The Mayor, Deputy Mayor and the Clerk have discussed the beacon and it has been suggested that if the council has a beacon and one suggestion is that it should be located on the Pinnacle hill.

Jonathan Pym has been contacted to gain his opinion on a bonfire beacon being located on the Pinnacle hill and a response is awaited. Mr Pym is owner of the land and the town council lease the land. 

Richard Lawrence from the Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity has been recently contacted to gain his opinion on a beacon being located on the Pinnacle hill and a response is awaited. The BRCC manage the land for the town council.
With this item being included on the agenda at a late stage costs involved for a bonfire beacon are not known and will be dependant on a number of variables. It may be possible to involve 1st Sandy Scouts who do an annual fireworks display in Sandy. To take the suggestion of a beacon for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee forward a working group could be set up.
Members are requested to decide if they would like to have a beacon, decide on a location for the beacon, if the council has a beacon whom should light the beacon, who will construct the bonfire, who will construct a safety barrier, who will extinguish the bonfire and should a working group be set up.
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