Sandy Town Council



Minutes of the annual meeting of Sandy Town Council held in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Bedfordshire on Monday 13 May 2013 at 7.30 pm.  
Present: Cllrs Aldis, Ali, Butterfield, Jackson, Maycock, Pettitt, Runchman, Scott, Sharman, Smith, and Walsh.
Absent: Cllrs Lynch, Osborne, Sutton and White.

In attendance: Central Bedfordshire Cllr Sheppard and PCSO Ann Jeeves were present for part of the meeting.  The Town Clerk was in attendance. 

	1
	Election of Town Mayor (14-2013/14)
The Mayor and Deputy Mayor were both absent 
RESOLVED to elect Cllr Aldis as chairman of the meeting for the first two items.
RESOLVED to elect Cllr Mrs S Sutton as chairman of the Council to be styled as Town Mayor for the year.  Mrs Sutton was not present due to a family emergency and therefore her declaration of acceptance of office was deferred to a later occasion.


	2
	Election of Deputy Town Mayor (15-2013/14)
RESOLVED to elect Cllr Mr W Jackson as vice-chairman of the Council to be styled as Deputy Town Mayor for the year.
Cllr Jackson then took over the chairmanship of the meeting.



	3
	New Town Councillor (16-2013/14)
The Council noted the election of Mr Chris Butterfield on 2 May 2013 and welcomed him to the Council.  The Town Clerk confirmed that Cllr Butterfield’s declaration of acceptance of office had been properly made before her in advance of the meeting.


	3
	Apologies for absence (17-2013/14)
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs Lynch, Osborne, Sutton and White.  Central Bedfordshire Councillor Caroline Maudlin had also sent apologies for absence.



	4
	Declarations of interest and requests for dispensations (18-2013/14) 
i) Disclosable Pecuniary Interests (DPIs) – Cllrs Aldis and Scott drew attention to their DPIs in matters to do with Sandy Allotments; Cllr Aldis because of his current allotment tenancy and Cllr Scott because of his private allotment business.  Both councillors indicated their intention to leave the meeting for agenda item 22 vi.
ii) Personal Interests - None
iii) Requests for dispensations - None


	5
	Minutes of Town Council meeting (19-2013/14)
RESOLVED to approve the minutes of the meeting of Sandy Town Council held at 7.30 pm on Monday 15 April 2013 as a correct record of proceedings.


	6
	Policing in Sandy (20-2013/14)
PCSO Ann Jeeves attended the meeting and a copy of crime figures in Sandy for the preceding month were circulated and discussed.  PCSO Jeeves explained the current police approach to tackling different aspects of crime locally. Members expressed concern about the level of crimes against the person in Sandy and asked whether future crime reports could be broken down to show how many of these were domestic incidents and how many were “ out on the street”.  
In response to questions PCSO Jeeves and the Town Clerk reported on meetings and extensive work which had been done to try to address anti-social behaviour and criminal damage at Sunderland Road Recreation Ground in connection with the flat roofed Banks Pavilion, the Village Hall and the Jenkins Pavilion.  PCSO Jeeves stressed that it was of paramount important for residents and users of the facilities to report incidents to the police, very few had been reported and alleged sightings of particular individuals had not in fact been supported by witness statements. A recent report from the Council’s Insurer’s risk manager who had attended the site had also stressed the importance of encouraging community reporting of crime and anti-social behaviour as being the single most useful measure in dealing with these problems.  Arrangements had been made to adjust the CCTV camera pre-sets on site, to contain uncovered police cable from the police pod and to explore introduction of spiked material on the roof of the Banks Pavilion.   

A member noted that many residents felt PCSOs were not sufficiently visible in the community and questioned the use of unmarked police vehicles.   PCSO Jeeves advised that deployment of marked and unmarked cars was determined by best use of police resources.  
PCSO Jeeves was thanked for her attendance and she then left the meeting.



	7
	Scheme of delegations (21-2013/14)
RESOLVED to approve the amended scheme of delegations which had been circulated to members before the meeting.


	8
	Terms of reference of committees (22-2013/14)
RESOLVED to approve the amended terms of reference of committees which had been circulated to members before the meeting.


	9
	Election of Standing Committees (23-2013/14)
RESOLVED to elect the following members to the following standing committees:
Policy, Finance and Resources Committee

Community Services and Environment Committee 

Development 

Scrutiny 

Committee

Cllr Butterfield

Cllr Aldis

Cllr Ali

Cllr Osborne

Cllr Ali

Cllr Lynch

Cllr Pettitt

Cllr Jackson

Cllr Maycock

Cllr Scott

Cllr Lynch

Cllr Sharman

Cllr Sharman

Cllr Maycock

Cllr Sutton

Cllr White

Cllr Runchman

Cllr White

Cllr Aldis
Cllr Smith

Cllr Jackson
Cllr Runchman
Cllr Sutton

Cllr Scott
Cllr Smith
Cllr Walsh 

Cllr Osborne
Cllr Walsh
Cllr Butterfield 
Cllr Pettitt
Substitutes: Any Councillor not elected to the committee

RESOLVED to elect the following members to the Human Resources Advisory Panel: 
Human Resources Advisory Panel
Cllr Aldis
Cllr Osborne
Cllr Pettitt
Cllr Runchman
Cllr Walsh 
Cllr Sutton
Substitutes:  Cllrs Butterfield and Scott
RESOLVED to defer election of Chairmen of each committee, advisory committee and sub-committee to the first meeting of that body.


	10
	New Committees (24-2013/14)
RESOLVED to establish a Christmas Lights sub-committee with the composition and terms of reference proposed in the report circulated to members before the meeting.  

RESOLVED to elect the following members to the Friends of Sandy Christmas Lights sub-committee:

Friends of Sandy Christmas Lights
Cllr Aldis

Cllr Butterfield

Cllr Runchman

Cllr Walsh

Cllr Maycock

Cllr Lynch
It was noted that a meeting of the sub-committee would be held as soon as possible and non-councillor members would be co-opted as soon as practicable.


	11
	Standing orders and financial regulations (25-2013/14)
RESOLVED to approve the existing standing orders and to refer the Council’s financial regulations to the Policy, Finance and Resources committee for review at the earliest opportunity.  It was noted that new model standing orders were due for publication by NALC in autumn 2013 and these would be reported to Council for consideration in due course.


	12

	External Representation (26-2013/14)
RESOLVED to appoint the following members to serve as Town Council representatives on external bodies:

Talk of the Town Transport committee

Cllr Butterfield

Village Hall Management Committee

Cllr Aldis

Sandy Twinning Association

Cllr White

Sandy Enhancement Group

Cllrs Aldis, Jackson, Sharman and Sutton

Sandy Sports and Leisure Association

Cllr Sutton

Sandy Young People’s Youth Club

Cllr Lynch

Sandy Town Team
Cllr Butterfield
22 Squadron Air Training Corps Parents and Friends Committee
Cllr White
Sandy Charities 

Cllr Sharman 

(appointed for 2 year term, future representatives to be appointed for a 4 year term)

Sandy Walkers are Welcome

Cllr Walsh

Sandy Skating Association 2000

Cllr Butterfield



	13
	Asset Register (27-2013/14)
RESOLVED to note and approve the Council’s current inventory of land and assets including buildings and office equipment. 


	14
	Insurance (28-2013/14)
RESOLVED to note and approve the Council’s current arrangements for insurance cover in respect of all insured risks. A report on the next year’s insurance arrangements was awaited following a planned meeting between the Town Clerk and the Councils insurance broker on 29 May 2013. 


	15

	Subscriptions and Memberships (29-2013/14)
RESOLVED to approve the Council’s and employees’ memberships of the following bodies:
Action for Market Towns 

£210

Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity 

£120

National Society of Allotment and Leisure Gardeners

£55

Institute of Groundsmanship

tbc

Walkers are Welcome

£50

Society of Local Council Clerks

(Clerk and Deputy Clerk)

£510

In the light of new information regarding membership of Bedfordshire Association of Town and Parish Councils Council discussed an earlier decision to withdraw from membership of this body for the year 2013/14.



	16
	Complaints (30-2013/14)
RESOLVED to approve the Council’s existing complaints procedure.


	17
	Freedom of Information and Data Protection (31-2013/14)
RESOLVED to approve the Council’s existing procedures for handling requests made under the Freedom of Information Act 2000 and the Data Protection Act.


	18
	Media Policy (32-2013/14)
Council discussed in detail a proposed new media policy which had been circulated before the meeting.  Members noted recent problems with individual members speaking to the media and the impression which had been created that these individuals were representative of the Council and/or official spokesmen for the Council.  In response to questions the Town Clerk advised that under the code of conduct adopted by the Council members had a duty to act in a way that enhanced public trust and confidence in the integrity of the Council and its Members and if members felt a councillor had breached this code the correct course of action was to refer the matter to the Monitoring Officer of Central Bedfordshire Council and potentially to make their concerns known to the councillor concerned through either formal or informal means.  Members also drew attention to the requirement under the code of conduct to respect the confidentiality of information which should not properly be disclosed outside the Council. 
RESOLVED to approve the new media policy with immediate effect.


	19
	Calendar of Meetings (33-2013/14)
RESOLVED to confirm the approved calendar of ordinary meetings of the full Council for the year ahead (which had previously been published) and to note new arrangements for variable start times of the Development Scrutiny Committee.


	20
	Financial Matters (34-2013/14)
i) RESOLVED to approve the accounts for payment
ii) RESOLVED to obtain a further quotation for installation of a Loop induction system in the chamber combined with an amplification system.

iii) RESOLVED to note and approve changes to the Council’s banking arrangements as detailed in the report circulated before the meeting.
iv) RESOLVED to decline a request from Sandy Village Hall Committee for assistance with redecoration of the Village Hall and to advise the committee to refer their request to SEETEC, Community Payback or other volunteering agencies.  Council agreed that this request could not be accommodated at the present time because of limited Council resources.
v) RESOLVED to decline a request from Sandy and District Helping Hands Unemployment & Guidance Centre for financial assistance with replacement of boiler.  Council agreed that replacement of the boiler was the responsibility of the landlord of the premises this would not be an appropriate use of public funds.
vi) RESOLVED to make a contribution of £50 to the Bedfordshire Regimental Memorial Appeal which was fundraising for a memorial to the Regiment at the Tyne Cot British Military Cemetery in Belgium.  Council agreed that it was important for the sacrifice of members of the local regiment of previous generation to be recorded and memorialized for the benefit of current and future generations who should be encouraged to remember and learn from the significant historical events in Belgium which affected and still affect this community.  


	20
	Mayoral Communications (35-2013/14)
RESOLVED to note the Mayor’s engagements and items for information.


	21
	Disposal of Grass Cuttings at Sunderland Road (36-2013/14)
A report from the Deputy Town Clerk had been circulated in advance of the meeting as had a number of email communications from Mr John Gurney objecting to the content of the report and drawing the Council’s attention to his viewpoint.    The Town Clerk drew attention to the fact that a further report concerning matters to do with the lease between the Bowls Club and the Council would be brought to Policy Finance and Resources Committee on 20 May 2013. Council discussed the report and emails at some length focusing on the policy and operational implications of matters connected to this issue.

RESOLVED to provide a closed skip at Sunderland Road Recreation Ground for the disposal of grass cuttings only to be used by the Bowls Club and the Cricket Club with immediate effect on the understanding that the skip may be removed at the end of September 2013.

RESOLVED to establish a task and finish group of councillors  to review the operation and terms of the two leases between the Council and the two clubs, this group would be elected at the next meeting of Policy Finance and Resources Committee and Cllrs Pettitt, Walsh, Smith and Maycock all expressed interest in joining the group.  



	22
	Minutes of Committees and Sub-committees and recommendations (37-2013/14)
RESOLVED to note the minutes of meetings of the Development Scrutiny Committee held on 8 April and 15 April 2013.
RESOLVED to note the minutes of the Policy Finance and Resources Committee held on 18 March 2013 and to approve the following recommendations therein:
i) that a Christmas Lights Event committee is set up to plan and advise the Council on the 2013 Christmas Lights event (see above)
ii) that the Mayor undertakes fundraising specifically for the Christmas Lights project

iii) that permission be granted to the Town Team to hold two further continental markets in the Town Centre Car Park on 12th/13th July 2013 and on 8th/9th November 2013.

iv) that permission be granted to the Town Team to hold a regular craft fayre in the Town Centre Car Park the third Saturday in the month from April to November excluding the date of the Sandy Carnival

v) that the Town Council support the efforts of the Town Team to promote Sandy Farmers’ Market by providing an offer to new and existing stall holders that if they paid for a two month booking the third month would be free.  This proposal was to apply to June, July and August 2013.
vi) RESOLVED that under the Public Bodies (admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as extended) members of press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business on the grounds that it involved the likely disclosure of confidential personal information or information which is commercially sensitive as defined as exempt information in Part 1 of Schedule 12a of the Local Government Act 1972 (personal and confidential data).
Cllr Aldis withdrew from the meeting for all discussion and    voting on this item of business. Cllr Scott left the meeting.

RESOLVED to instruct the Town Clerk to proceed with the next steps in exploring acquisition of an allotment site as laid out in a confidential report which had been circulated to members before the meeting. 


	23
	Staff Matters (38-2013/14)
RESOLVED that under the Public Bodies (admission to Meetings) Act 1960 (as extended) members of press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following item of business on the grounds that it involved the likely disclosure of confidential personal information or information which is commercially sensitive as defined as exempt information in Part 1 of Schedule 12a of the Local Government Act 1972 (personal and confidential data).

A confidential report from the Town Clerk regarding the terms and conditions of employment of a member of staff had been circulated to members before the meeting.

RESOLVED to grant permission for a member of staff to undertake the employment described in the report which was not considered to conflict with the employee’s existing employment obligations and responsibilities within the Town Council.  




	24
	News Release (39-2013/14)
None
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