SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 8th January 2007 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

PRESENT







  Cllr P N Aldis (Chairman)







    “   C Baker







    “   P Blaine







    “   J Gurney







    “   D Jaeger






    “   M McMurdo







    “   C Osborne







    “   M Pettitt







    “   D Sharman







    “   R Smith







    “   Mrs S Sutton

Together with One Member of the Press

1.  Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Frood, White, Scott and Gale.
Prior to the formal opening of the Meeting, the Deputy Mayor made a presentation to Dr Judy Baxter the retiring Chairman of Sandy Enhancement Group.  He thanked Dr Baxter for her very considerable efforts as Chairman and for her hard work over nine years.  Although it was often said, it was very true in this case that she would be hard to replace and that she had left her mark on the town with the improvements that she and the Enhancement Group had made.

The Council was most grateful to her.

Dr Baxter thanked Members for their generosity she said that she had enjoyed working with the Council and the Enhancement Group, but that the time required was now extensive and with her new professional commitments she felt that it was time to step aside.


2.  Statutory Declarations of Interests from Members (P66/06)
(a) Prejudicial interests
There were none.

(b)  Personal interests
There were none.

2.  Statutory Declarations of Interests from Members (P66/06) (Contd)
Dispensations

Dispensations had been granted at the Meeting of the Ethics and Standards Committee of Mid Beds District Council on 12th May 2004 to enable the following Members to take a full part in the business under Agenda Item 8.

Cllrs
P Blaine


J Gurney


M McMurdo


C Osborne


M Pettitt
Dispensation had been granted at the Meeting of the Ethics and Standards Committee of Mid Beds District Council on 29th June 2006 to enable the following Member to take a full part in the business under Agenda Item 8.
Cllr D Jaeger
PART “A” – RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL

8.  Sunderland Road Playing Field – Maintenance Issues (P67/06)

Now that the Pavilion Project appears likely to proceed, Members were concerned about the possible need for urgent decisions of Council and the avoidance of long delays caused by the Calendar of Meetings.

After full debate it was

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND:  That in order to prevent unnecessary delays any urgent decisions required by the Working Group be referred to the first available meeting of the Council or a Standing Committee for attention and that the Standing Committees be authorised and given delegated authority to take such decisions.

PART “B” – RESOLVED MATTERS

3.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council (P68/06))
(See List Attached)
ALSO RESOLVED:  (a)  That in connection with Planning Application 06/02032/FULL a letter be sent to Bedfordshire County Council, Highways Department expressing the Town Council’s fears regarding the inadequacy of Church Path to cope with the proposed increased traffic.

(b)  That a letter be sent to the Highways Agency in connection with Planning Application 06/02004/FULL requesting the investigation of a safer crossing of the A1 to enable residents to use the proposed new shop.

4.  Minutes (P69/06)
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 13th November 2006 and as approved/amended and adopted by Council Meeting held on Monday 4th December 2006, which had been previously circulated, were signed.
5.  Planning or Enforcement Appeals – Notifications from Mid Bedfordshire District Council (P70/06)
There were none.

6.  Planning or Enforcement Appeals – Decisions (P71/06)
There were none.
7.  Verbal report from any local member who attended Development Control Committee on any matters affecting Sandy (P72/06)
The Chairman reported that he understood that work on converting the former Morgan Matroc site off Sand Lane into smaller units was now underway in accordance with the Planning Consent that had been granted.
What the result of this development would be on Sand Lane remained to be seen.

The report was noted.
8.  Sunderland Road Playing Field – Maintenance Issues (P67/06)
The decision of the Football Foundation has now been received and the Grant awarded does not include the drainage scheme.  A demonstration of tractor and slitter not yet been possible because of the very wet conditions on the field!  A demonstration will be arranged as soon as possible and the ground is a little firmer.  Some concern was expressed regarding the delays in respect of this matter.
Members also agreed that now that the Football Foundation had agreed that they would not pay for the drainage aspects of the Sunderland Road Project, Council needed to revisit this matter and agree if it would fund the drainage works or agree a revised enhanced maintenance regime for the Playing Field.

It was agreed that the existing Working Group should be requested to review this matter in conjunction with the other outstanding issues that could now be addressed.

(SEE ALSO PART “A” MINUTES – RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL -

 MINUTE NO P67/06)

9.  Removal of Graffitti from Private Property (P73/06)

The Clerk’s Report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

Committee was disappointed that neither of the two schemes detailed in the report appeared to suit the circumstances in Sandy.

9.  Removal of Graffitti from Private Property (P73/06) (Contd)

After a full debate it was


RESOLVED:  (a)  That the Clerk be requested to ascertain the amount of subsidy being provided by Biggleswade Town Council in respect of graffitti removal in the Town and if Sandy Town Council may be able to become involved in that particular scheme and at the same preferential rates.

(b)  That the Clerk be requested to write to Mid Beds District Council to enquire if they would be willing to purchase a graffiti removal machine for loaning to those Town and Parish Councils that would be interested in using it.

10.  Sandy Cemetery Regulations – Use of Wooden Crosses (P74/06))

The Clerk’s Report and attachments which had been previously circulated was received and considered.
After a full debate it was

RESOLVED:  (a)  That the Sandy Cemetery Regulations as existing should be enforced and that Mr Digby-Cameron be advised that no further extension of time for the retention of the wooden cross on the grave of his late son can be permitted.

(b)  The cross is to be removed by the family by 1st March 2007 failing which it will be removed and kept safely in store by Council staff.
11.  Sandy Car Park (P75/06)
The Clerk’s Report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  Members discussed in detail the current problems and what the Council expected from the car park, i.e. was it an income, was it rapid turnover, was it long stay provision.
The Clerk reminded Members that the current Report had been brought in order to identify traffic and safety problems.  An immediate solution that evening was clearly not possible but by bringing problems into the open arena public debate would be possible.
Members identified existing similar problems on certain town centre streets and that the Sandy Station Car Park was now regularly full by 8.00am on each morning.  Imposing further controls on the Sandy Town Centre Car Park would undoubtedly exacerbate these problems.
Cllr Blaine reported that the County Council would be investigating the existing problems on St Swithun’s Way during the coming year.

RESOLVED:  (a)  That the Clerk be requested to prepare a further report identifying the existing problems, highlighting all of the issues including detailing those people who may have to be exempted from any controls, and an indication of the costs of imposing a controlled parking regime on the Car Park.

(b)  That the Clerk be requested to write to First Capital Connect to enquire if they have any plans for extending the existing car parking provision at Sandy Station.

11.  Sandy Car Park (P75/06) (Contd)

(c)  That the Clerk be requested to write to the Head Teacher of Sandye Place Middle School to enquire if there is any surplus land at the school which might be made available for public or company car parking.

12.  Trafalgar Trees (P76/06))

The Chairman reported that this Project was now coming to finalisation.  Most of the trees had now been paid for and additional sponsors had also been found.  The inscriptions for the information board had been approved.
It was hoped that planting would be undertaken by March 2007.

The report was noted.

13.  Press Release (P77/06)
RESOLVED:  That no Press Release is considered necessary.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	11.12.06

115/06


	06/02004/FULL

Azure Property LLP

c/o Rapleys LLP

6th Floor Pall Mall Court

61-67 King Street

Manchester

M2 4PD
	Full application for the erection of a replacement petrol filling station consisting of a new forecourt (including pump islands, canopy and tank farm), sales building/forecourt shop (Class A1), storage compound, ATM, Car parking, landscaping and associated works following demolition of all existing structures.  Modification of existing crossover to the north-west and closure of existing entrance from A1 at Texaco Garage, Great North Road, Sandy, Beds.

	RESOLVED:  No objections

Council welcomes the improvements in safety at this dangerous point on the A1 Trunk Road.
	P P & O S

8.1.07

11.1.07
	

	18.12.06

116/06


	06/02049/TD

T-Mobile

c/o Compro

Unit 4

Wentworth Business Park

Maple Court

Tankersley

S75 3DP
	Application for Telecommunications Determination (Masts): Installation of 1 no 12.5 metre high monopole mast with 6 no antennae, radio equipment and ancillary development at 1a Stockton End, Sandy, Beds.


	RESOLVED:  No objections


	P P & O S

8.1.07

11.1.07
	

	20.12.06

117/06


	06/02032/FULL

Greene King plc

Westgate Brewery 

Bury St Edmunds

Suffolk

IP33 1QT
	Full application for the conversion and extension of public house to form 1 no dwelling with detached double garage and erection of 4 no terraced 3 bed cottages with parking and landscaping at The Rose & Crown, 14 London Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 10, & 12 London Road and 5 Church Path, Sandy notified

	RESOLVED:  Object

(a) Inadequate car parking provision on site.

(b) Narrow access and egress road i.e. Church Path.
	P P & O S

8.1.07

11.1.07
	

	2.1.07

118/06


	06/02074/ADV

Lloyds TSB

Property Management

Canons House

PO Box 112

BRISTOL

BS99 7LB
	Advertisement application for an externally illuminated fascia sign and illuminated projecting sign to front elevation at 24 Market Square, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 23 and 26 Market Square, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:  No objections


	P P & O S

8.1.07

11.1.07
	


9
1

