SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 6th June 2005 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

PRESENT







Cllr P N Aldis (Chairman)






  “   P Blaine







  “   D Gale






  “   J Gurney







  “   M McMurdo







  “   C Osborne







  “   M Pettitt







  “   D Sharman

Together with One Elector of the Parish and One Member of the Press
1.  APOLOGIES for absence had been received from Cllrs Downing, Jaeger and Frood.
2.  COMMUNITY TRANSPORT (P1/05)
The Chairman welcomed and introduced Mr Steven Sleight of Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity (Bedfordshire Rural Transport Partnership) and thanked him for being present.
Mr Sleight said that he wanted to talk to Council about the results of the Open Transport Meeting for Older People that had been held in Sandy on 15th June 2004.

He was aware that a copy of the notes of the meeting had been circulated to all Members but was anxious to be able to identify certain particularly important features.  (FURTHER COPY OF REPORT ATTACHED – APPENDIX ‘A’).

Mr Sleight said that the Rural Transport Partnership had received a Grant of £700,000 in respect of Bedfordshire in 1999.  Much of that had benefited Sandy by way of improved community transport provision.  One important thing that had emerged from the meeting in June was that public transport in this area was very fragmented and many of the older people questioned were not aware of the full range of community transport that was available to them.
The County Council had recently published a new Public Transport Guide for the whole County and it was hoped that this would go some way to addressing the problem.

The dissemination of information to users was undoubtedly poor and it was acknowledged that many bus stops and timetables had out of date data.

The loss of the Sandy Tourist Information Centre would be a great blow as they had been of considerable assistance with all public transport matters.

2.  COMMUNITY TRANSPORT (P1/05) (CONTD)

The Town Council could assist with this problem by placing articles in its Newsletters, Annual Reports and other publications.  It could also assist by giving consideration to Grant Applications when they are submitted by Community Transport Groups.

Mr Sleight agreed to write to MBDC supporting the retention of the TIC in Sandy.  Mr Sleight then answered questions from Members after which he retired from the meeting.

3.  STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS (P2/05)
(a) Prejudicial interests
Cllr Gale

Planning Application 05/00831/FULL &
Member is a former employee of




05/00832/OUT



the Applicant Company and also










in receipt of a pension from that 










Company.  Retired from the

meeting during consideration of 

these Applications.

(b)  Personal interests
Cllr Gale

Agenda Item 12 – Allocation of Football
Member is President of Sandy




Pitches for Seasons 2005/06


Colts Football Club one of the










Applicant clubs.

Cllr Gale

Agenda Item 13 – Sandy Cricket Club
Member is a Life Member of










Sandy Cricket Club.

Cllr Gurney

Agenda Item 13 – Sandy Cricket Club
Member is a Hon Life Member of










Sandy Cricket Club.

Cllr Osborne

Agenda Item 12 – Allocation of Football
Member is Chairman of Sandy




Pitches for Seasons 2005/06


Football Club one of the










Applicant clubs.

Cllr Pettitt

Agenda Item 12 – Allocation of Football
Member is Vice President of Sandy




Pitches for Seasons 2005/06


Colts Football Club one of the










Applicant clubs.

Cllr Pettitt

Agenda Item 13 – Sandy Cricket Club
Member is a Vice President of










Sandy Cricket Club.

Dispensations


Dispensations had been granted at the Meeting of the Ethics and Standards Committee of Mid Beds District Council on 12th May 2004 to enable the following members to take a full part in the business under Agenda Item 11.

Cllr P Blaine

Cllr D Gale

3.  STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS (P2/05) (CONTD)

Cllr J Gurney

Cllr M McMurdo

Cllr C Osborne

Cllr M Pettitt

PART ‘A’ – RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL
11.  SUNDERLAND ROAD PAVILION/SECURE STORAGE PROJECT (P3/05)

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND:  (a)  That in order to satisfy the requirements of the terms of the Football Foundation grant the design of the proposed new building be amended to a single storey building.
(b)  That Mr Willmott, the Design Consultant, be requested to prepare and submit for Planning Consent a new set of plans for a single storey building based on the sketch proposals that were put to the meeting of the Working Group on 21st April 2005.

(c)  That the additional fees that would now be incurred in preparing and submitting these new drawings and Application be approved and found from the sum already reserved for this project in the Capital Programme.

SEE ALSO PART ‘B’ MINUTES – RESOLVED MATTERS MINUTE NO (P3/05)
14.  STREET LIGHTING – GOOD PRACTICE (P4/05)
RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND:  (a)  That the Town Council owned street lamps should now be properly labelled as proposed by Raynesway Construction, the work to be completed by that organization.

(b)  That the expenditure of £1,304.00 to enable this work to proceed be approved and found from the Contingency Account for 2005/06.

SEE ALSO PART ‘B’ MINUTES – RESOLVED MATTERS 

MINUTE NO (P4/05)

PART ‘B’ – RESOLVED MATTERS

4.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY SANDY TOWN 

COUNCIL (P5/05)
One letter of objection from near neighbours in connection with Application 05/00789/FULL had been received.  This was summarized to the meeting by the Clerk prior to the consideration of the Application.  SEE LIST ATTACHED)
5.  MINUTES
 (P6/05)
The Minutes of the Meetings of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 4th April 2005 and Monday 25th April 2005 as approved/amended and adopted by Council Meeting held on Monday 9th May 2005 and which had been previously circulated, were signed. 

6.  MATTERS ARISING (P7/05)
(1)  Public Open Space, Fallowfield Estate (9.6.03) (P13/03)

To receive report of the Meeting of the Fallowfield Working Group held on 18.4.05.  (Copy was attached).
Members considered the report and agreed that one minor change should be made to Item 3 of the Recommendations/Minimum Requirements.

RESOLVED:  (a)  That the Report be approved and adopted.

(b)  That the Working Group now be requested to meet again with District Planning Officials, and if possible Twigdens, to attempt to agree a way of making progress with these outstanding matters and of addressing the issues contained in the “Issues For Further Consideration” and “Serious Outstanding Issues” sections of the Report.  (COPY OF THE AMENDED REPORT ATTACHED – APPENDIX ‘B’)
(2)  Highways Agency – Decision re: Requested Roundabout, Junction of New Road and Orchard Road, Beeston (19.7.04) (P27/04)

No further reply received.  Has now been hastened twice.

RESOLVED:  That the situation be noted.

(3)  Sandy Parish Flood Plan (10.1.05) (P77/04)
No work has yet been undertaken, awaiting the presentation by the Engineers from MBDC and River Ivel Drainage Board.  This was to have been to Finance and General Purposes Committee on 16.5.05 but had to be deferred to June meeting due to incomplete data.

RESOLVED:  That the situation be noted and that as this Item now also appears on the Agenda for the Finance and General Purposes Committee, it may be deleted from here.

(4)  Environment and Leisure Focus Group – Green Space Management Initiative – Bedford Road Recreation Ground (14.2.05) (P94/04)

To receive and consider proposals from the ELF Group.  (Copy was attached)  (No finance is currently available for this Project.)
The Report was received.  Some concern was expressed regarding the location of the proposed log pile which it was felt was rather too close to houses.
RESOLVED:  (a)  That the Environment and Leisure Focus Group’s proposals be approved subject to the further consideration requested as above.

(b)  That the Environment and Leisure Focus Group be given approval to commence the works as detailed in their report and that they should report back to Council in due course if they are unable to obtain the required shrubs and trees free of charge and therefore require some funding.

6.  MATTERS ARISING (P7/05) (CONTD)

(c)  That upon completion of the works the DSO Staff be appraised of the new maintenance regime for this area.

(5)  Proposed New Joint Management Agreement – Sandy Upper School (14.2.05) (P95/04)

One informal officer level meeting has taken place regarding the contents of the proposed new Agreement and what should be in it.  A new draft will be prepared by MBDC shortly and submitted to this Council for comment.

RESOLVED:  That the situation be noted.
(6)  Full House Theatre Company – Open Air Performance for Children, Bedford Road Recreation Ground, Sandy (4.4.05) (P98/04)
Performance has now been arranged for Saturday 2nd July 2005 at 2pm.  A note has also gone out to Members requesting volunteers as stewards.

RESOLVED:  That the situation be noted.
(7)  Sandy Town Bowls Club Lease (4.4.05) (P109/04)
Letter sent to Bowls Club 28.4.05.  The Club had requested some additional information but no comments have yet been received.
RESOLVED:  That the situation be noted.
7.  PLANNING OR ENFORCEMENT APPEALS – NOTIFICATIONS FROM MID BEDFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL (P8/05)

BC/CM/2004/37 (133/04)
Motward Ltd
Warren Farm
New Road

SANDY

Beds
County Council Application for the variation of Condition 1 of Planning Permission 24/1999 to extend time period for implementation of waste timber recycling facility, associated sorting/storage areas, new vehicular access, HGV and staff parking areas, weighbridge and relocatable office/canteen with site landscaping at land adjacent to Warren Farm, New Road, Sandy, Beds.
STC (Planning Parks & Open Spaces 22.11.04) “Object”  “Loss of amenity to near neighbours.”
County Council 4.3.05 Refused
Appeal lodged against Refusal by the County Council.
Appeal will be heard by Public Inquiry on a date still to be fixed. 
7.  PLANNING OR ENFORCEMENT APPEALS – NOTIFICATIONS FROM MID BEDFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL (P8/05) (CONTD)

The Council’s comments have already been sent to the Planning Inspectorate for submission to the Inquiry.

RESOLVED:  (a)  That the action taken by the Clerk be ratified and approved.

(b)  That if at all possible Sandy Town Council should be represented at the Public Inquiry and that details of this should be made known to Members when they are announced by the Planning Inspectorate.
8.  PLANNING OR ENFORCEMENT APPEALS – DECISIONS (P9/05)
There were none.

9.  VERBAL REPORT FROM ANY LOCAL MEMBER WHO ATTENDED DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE ON ANY MATTERS AFFECTING SANDY) (P10/05)
There was no report.

10.  TOWN CENTRE ENHANCEMENT (P11/05)
Cllr Gale said that the meeting of the Partnership on 18th May 2005 had been advised that everything was now in place for the project to commence.

A start date of 6th June had been agreed and the work would continue until mid-October.

The start date was approximately 4 weeks later than had been hoped for, mainly due to difficulties in completing the contract documents.

The report was noted.
11.  SUNDERLAND ROAD PAVILION/SECURE STORAGE PROJECT (P3/05)
(a)  Minutes of the Meeting of the Working Group held on Wednesday 23rd March 2005.
(b)  Minutes of the Meeting of the Working Group held on Thursday 21st April 2005.
Cllr Gale said that a verbal report of both of these meetings had already been presented to Members.  The Minutes were a formal written confirmation of these reports.

RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of both Meetings be received.

(c)  Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council members of the Working Group held on Tuesday 24th May 2005.  

RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Meeting be received.

11.  SUNDERLAND ROAD PAVILION/SECURE STORAGE PROJECT (P3/05) (CONTD)

Cllr Gale spoke to these Minutes and explained the particular difficulties that had arisen.  The Working Group had had to react swiftly to these in order to be able to get important decisions from the Council.  Cllr Gale answered questions from Members.

RESOLVED:  That Sandy Town Council recognises the shortfall in revenue income in the proposed business plan but that the Working Group be requested to open urgent talks with all user clubs and the Upper School to attempt to identify the level of likely rent etc increases that might be achievable and how this deficit could be addressed.

SEE ALSO PART ‘A’ MINUTES – RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL

MINUTE NO P3/05
12.  USE OF FOOTBALL PITCHES – SUNDERLAND ROAD RECREATION GROUND, SANDY – SEASON 2005/2006 (P12/05)

The Clerk’s Report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.
The Clerk said that since the dispatch of the Agenda the Sandy Associated Football Club had now withdrawn their application for use.
RESOLVED:  (a)  That seasonal use of the football pitches (and pavilion, if required) for Season 2005/06 be granted to:-

Sandy Football Club 3rd Team
– Senior Pitch alternate Saturdays

Sandy Colts Football Club

- Senior Pitch every Sunday

Sandy Colts Football Club

- Junior Pitch every Saturday morning and Sundays

Sandy Colts Football Club

- 2 Mini Pitches every Saturday and Sunday
At the rentals already agreed by Council at the Estimates Meeting in January 2005.

(b)  That the suggested location of the new mini pitches be approved and that the DSO staff be requested to prepare these for use prior to the commencement of the new football season and add them to the regular ‘marking out’ schedule.

13.  SANDY CRICKET CLUB – DISPOSAL OF GRASS CUTTINGS (P13/05)
Cllr Gurney left the Chamber.

The Clerk’s Report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.
Cllr Aldis reported that he had met with the Cricket Club to discuss this matter and would like to suggest that subject to certain conditions the existing practice be allowed to continue.

RESOLVED:  (a)  That subject to the future disposal of these grass cuttings being undertaken as high as possible up the embankment and that they be spread over as wide an area as possible the current practice be allowed to continue.

(b)  That the Cricket Club be advised that in the event of further problems or complaints this matter may have to be re-considered by the Council.
14.  STREET LIGHTING – GOOD PRACTICE (P4/05)
The Clerk’s Report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.
SEE PART ‘B’ MINUTES – RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL

MINUTE NO P4/05
15.  PARKING ON GRASS VERGES THROUGHOUT SANDY (P14/05)

The Clerk’s Report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.
Cllr Gale said that he had further discussed the situation with Mrs Helen Dow of Raynesway Construction.  Mrs Dow had advised that under a very limited number of circumstances and in certain locations Raynesway Construction as the Agents for the County Council were able to take action.  However these were very limited.  If there were areas in Sandy giving particular concern, she would be willing to investigate to ascertain if Raynesway could take action.

RESOLVED:  That any Member who becomes aware of particular ongoing problems in relation to parking on grass verges be requested to contact Cllr Gale with details of the location and the offender in order that he can discuss the matter with Mrs Dow.
16.  BEESTON GREEN AND PLAY EQUIPMENT (P15/05)
The Clerk’s Report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

Members expressed concern that the District Council should have taken a decision not to replace the equipment and therefore deprive the children of Beeston of any play facilities.

It was felt that regrettably if that were the final decision of the District Council the Town Council would have to accept responsibility and replace the existing equipment with something to modern standards including safety surfacing and fencing.

RESOLVED:  (a)  That the recommendation from Wicksteed Leisure be complied with and that Sandy Town Council would support the removal of the present play equipment on Beeston Green.

(b)  That Sandy Town Council expresses its concerns to MBDC regarding that Council’s decision not to replace this much needed play equipment.

(c)  That Sandy Town Council will accept responsibility for providing several new pieces of play equipment, safety surfacing, fencing etc on Beeston Green and specifically for the under 9 year age group.

(d)  That a Working Group of Cllrs Scott, Gale and Pettitt be requested to meet with three reputable companies to seek design proposals and costings for a new play area which when they are received will be considered with the recommendation of the Group by this committee, and at which time the funding situation will be further considered.

(e)  That the Clerk be requested to begin investigations into the situation in respect of the enclosure of a Common and if further consent from the Secretary of State is required.
17.  PRESS RELEASE (P16/05)
RESOLVED:  That a Press Release be issued regarding parking on grass verges and indicating that Sandy Town Council will be referring persistent offenders to the appropriate authorities.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	16.5.05

48/05


	05/00710/OUT

Mr Hafi Hussain’Hiam

The Barn

Brook End

Hatch

Beds

SG19 1PP
	Outline application for the erection of a 5 bedroom dwelling on land at The Barn, Brook End, Hatch, Beds.
	RESOLVED:  Object

(a)  Outside the settlement envelope for Beeston or Hatch.
(b) Adverse effect on existing rural settlement.
	P P & O S

6.6.05

7.6.05
	

	23.5.05

49/05


	05/00789/FULL

B W Property Developers Ltd

15 Hermitage Gardens

Cotton End

Bedford

MK45 3AY
	Full application for the erection of two detached bungalows with single garages on land to the rear of 168 St Neots Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 166a, 166, 170 St Neots Road, 22, 24, 26, 28, 30 Belam Way, Sandy notified


	RESOLVED:   No Objections.
	P P & O S

6.6.05

7.6.05
	

	25.5.05

50/05


	05/00831/FULL

Greene King plc

Westgate Brewery

Bury St Edmunds

Suffolk

IP33 1QT
	Full application for the change of use of public house to one residential dwelling and erection of two storey rear extension at The Rose & Crown, 14 London Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 10, 16 London Road, Sandy notified

	RESOLVED:   No Objections.
	P P & O S

6.6.05

7.6.05
	

	25.5.05

51/05


	05/00832/OUT

Greene King plc

Westgate Brewery

Bury St Edmunds

Suffolk

IP33 1QT
	Outline application for the erection of six 2 bed terraced cottages – all matters reserved except siting and means of access at The Rose & Crown, 14 London Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 5-23, 8 Church Path, 10 London Road 90, 92, 94, 96, 98, 100, 102, 104, 106 Bedford Road, Sandy notified

	RESOLVED:  Object

(a)  Overdevelopment of the available site.

(b)  Unsafe access for vehicles to the site.

Note
Sandy Town Council urges that any development of this site must be accompanied by major improvements to Church Path, the access route.
	P P & O S

6.6.05

7.6.05
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	26.5.05

52/05


	05/00837/FULL

Mr M Mabbott

5 Birch Grove

Sandy

SG19 1NG
	Full application for the erection of a single storey rear extension to 5 Birch Grove, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 4 & 6 Birch Grove and 20 The Avenue, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:   No Objections.
	P P & O S

6.6.05

7.6.05
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