SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 31st July 2006 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

PRESENT






Cllr D H Gale (Mayor)






   "   N Aldis





   "   C Baker





   "   P Blaine





   "   R Frood






   "   J Gurney






   "   D Jaeger





   "   C Osborne






   "   M Pettitt





   "   M Scott






   "   D Sharman





   "   Mrs S Sutton






   "   G White

Also in attendance C Cllr J Scott

1.  APOLOGIES: for absence were received from Cllr Smith.
2.  TO RECEIVE STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS (40/06)
(a)
Prejudicial Interests
There were none.

(b)
Personal Interests
Cllr Frood

Planning Application 06/01177/FULL
Member is a personal friend









of the Applicant.

3.  ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS (41/06)
(a)  An elector enquired of the latest position in respect of the adoption of the Fallowfield Estate and when were the County Council likely to proceed.  Cllr Blaine replied that this was not a matter for the County Council it was for the developer to submit the application for adoption.  He was aware that no such formal application had been lodged.  C Cllr Scott confirmed the position.

(b)  An elector enquired about the fencing on the footpath side of the Sandcaste wood area.  This was being regularly replaced at what must be significant expense to the local council taxpayer.  Was such replacement still considered necessary?

RESOLVED:  (a)  That their question be referred to the Ivel and Ouse Countryside Project who still administered the Sandcaste Partnership.

3.  ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS (41/06) (CONTD)

(b)  That Mr Cliff Andrews of the Ivel and Ouse Countryside Project be invited to a meeting of the Planning Parks and Open Spaces Committee in order to outline the correct position in respect of this parcel of land.

(c)  An elector drew attention to the dangers created at the western end of Bedford Road during the recent use of temporary traffic lights.  These had caused tail backs onto the A1 Trunk Road proper where stationery cars at the roundabout had to be considered to be of enormous danger. Why had this been allowed to happen?  The Clerk said that there was a telephone number to contact advertised on the large yellow notices currently on display in Bedford Road.  Perhaps a call to that number while the congestion existed may have helped.
RESOLVED:  That a letter be sent to County Highways drawing their attention to the dangers that were experienced and urging that more careful thought be given to arrangements in the event that future works are required affecting this junction.

There were no further oral questions from electors.
4.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY SANDY TOWN 
COUNCIL (42/06)
Prior to the consideration of Application 06/01177/FULL land adjacent to 21 High Road, Beeston, the Clerk reported that one letter of objection from a near neighbour had been received.  This was summarised to the Meeting.
5.  MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS (43/06) 
20-06-06
Hosted, together with Cllr Aldis, in the Council Chamber, the School

Council visit, from Mapletree Lower School.

23-06-06 Accompanied by the Mayoress, and other Members and their families visited the RSPB Headquarters in Sandy and together with the local MP Mr Alistair Burt, opened the new trail.

24-06-06 Together with the Mayoress, attended the "Battle of the Bands" Contest

at Sandye Place Middle School as part of the Sandy Festival week.

25-06-06
Accompanied by the Mayoress attended the Mayor of Huntingdon's Civic

Service.

25-06-06 Attended with the Mayoress, the 5-a-side Football Tournament and

presented the trophies, as part of the Sandy Festival week

04-07-06
Together with the Mayoress, attended the Bedfordshire Games for the

Disabled with learning difficulties.

08-07-06
Accompanied by the Mayoress, presented the awards for the Sandy 



Enhancement Group Children’s Art Competition, at Sandy Library.

08-07-06
Together with the Mayoress, opened the St. Swithun’s Church Summer

Fete.

5.  MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS (43/06) (CONTD)

13-07-06 Hosted a welcoming ceremony with the Mayoress at the Council Offices, for the Polish visitors from Skarszewy, to celebrate the 10th Anniversary of the link with Sandy.  Cllrs Frood, Aldis and White were also in attendance.

14-07-06
Accompanied by the Mayoress, attended the High Sheriff of Bedfordshire's

Evening Reception at his home in Sandy.

15-07-06
Together with the Mayoress attended the Mayor of Bedford's Civic

Reception at the Bedford River Festival.

16-07-06 Accompanied by the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of Peterborough's Civic Service of Installation, at Peterborough Cathederal.

17-07-06
Welcomed the "Anglia in Bloom" judges to the Council Chamber, prior to

their Town visit.

17-07-06
Together with the Mayoress, presented the awards at the fishing match

between Sandy and Skarszewy at Langford.

19-07-06
Accompanied by the Mayoress attended the Beds and Luton Fire and 


Rescue Awards Evening at Kempston.
DEPUTY MAYOR
24-6-06 Accompanied by the Deputy Mayoress attended the Bedfordshire Army Cadet Force Open Evening at the TA Centre, Kempston

15-7-06 Supported by the Deputy Mayoress attended the Mayor of Huntingdon’s

Charity Summer Musical Spectacular.

6.  MINUTES AND REPORTS (44/06)
(a)  Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 19th June 2006
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes which had been previously circulated be received, approved and signed as a correct record.

(b)  Meeting of Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Monday 26th June 2006
RESOLVED:  (a)  That the Minutes including Exempt Minute, Minute No F19/06, which had been previously circulated be received, approved and adopted.

(b)  That Exempt Minute, Minute No F19/06 remain as an Exempt Item.

RECOMMENDATIONS:  
7. Mission Statement, Corporate Objectives and Five Year Plan
RESOLVED:  (a) That the Mission Statement at Appendix “A” (COPY ATTACHED) be adopted by the Town Council.

6.  MINUTES AND REPORTS (44/06) (CONTD)
(b)  That following the minor alterations suggested by Members the Corporate Objectives at Appendix “B” (COPY ATTACHED) be adopted by Sandy Town Council.


8. Banking Arrangements of Sandy Town Council
RESOLVED:  That the current arrangements for the banking of Town Council monies should remain in place.

9. Financial Regulations of the Council
RESOLVED:  (a) That the figure quoted in paragraph 15 should be increased to £1,000 and should now read as follows:

15. The Clerk in consultation with the Mayor or Deputy Mayor may incur expenditure on behalf of the Council which is necessary to carry out any repair, replacement or other work which is of such extreme urgency that it must be done at once, whether or not there is any budgetary provision for the expenditure, subject to a limit of £1,000. The Clerk shall report the action to the Council as soon as practicable thereafter.

(b) That all the other regulations should remain the same.

(c)  Meeting of Staffing Committee held on Monday 3rd July 2006
RESOLVED:  (a)  That the Minutes which had been previously circulated be received, approved and adopted.

RECOMMENDATIONS:  There were none.
(d)  Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 17th July 2006
A Member said that he could not accept the accuracy of the Recommendation on Page 1 of the Minutes nor the Resolution under Minute No P16/06 on Page 4.  These did not reflect the decisions actually made.
After a very full debate it was
RESOLVED:  That the Resolved Minute under P16/06 should be re-written to read “That a letter expressing the Town Council’s concerns regarding this matter be sent to both Mid Beds District Council and Bedfordshire County Council and that in the light of the inadequacy of the design of the shelter specified and approved by staff of both the District and County Councils these Councils consider making an equal contribution towards the cost of the required new shelter.”  The accuracy of the Recommendation as recorded was then also considered this was amended to read.

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND:  (a)  That conditional upon the result and outcome of the resolution under Minute No P16/06, Sandy Town Council fund the provision of a new bus shelter for the Market Square and the relocation of the existing to Bedford Road, Sandy all in the sum of £5,236.00 plus extras as detailed in the Clerk’s Report.

6.  MINUTES AND REPORTS (44/06) (CONTD)
RESOLVED:  That with the incorporation of these amendments in both the Resolution and the Recommendation the Minutes as previously circulated be approved and adopted.

The Clerk reported that the action required under Minute No P16/06 had all been taken and considerable discussion had been taking place between himself, the County and the District Councils.
The outcome was that both had agreed to make a one third contribution to the cost of the new shelter around £1,745.00 each leaving the Town Council to make an equal contribution.  It seemed that the order could now be placed.  The original Recommendation and the amended Recommendation were now both redundant therefore.

11.  New Bus Shelter for Market Square, Sandy
RESOLVED:  (a)  That Sandy Town Council fund one third of the cost of the provision of a new bus shelter for the Market Square and the relocation of the existing to Bedford Road, Sandy all in the sum of £1,745.00 plus the extras as detailed, the County and District Councils both meeting a further third each.
(b)  That the required sum be found from interest received on the Capital Account.

The Clerk reported that no consultation had yet taken place with the residents in Bedford Road who lived opposite the location of the bus shelter.

RESOLVED:  That advisory letters be sent to the three properties as soon as possible.

A Member expressed concern that the Town Centre Partnership had still not had its final meeting and that he personally felt that this was essential so that final costs etc could be reviewed.

RESOLVED:  That a further letter be sent to Mid Beds District Council again urging that a final meeting of the Town Centre Partnership is felt by Sandy Town Council to be imperative and essential.

12.  Sandy Town Bowls Club - New Lease 
RESOLVED:  (a)  That the Clerk be authorised to place the preparation of the required new Licence with the Bowls Club with a local solicitor.


(b)  That the costs of preparation of this Licence (approximately £750.00) be found from the Contingency Account.

7.  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES (45/06)
(a)  Meeting of Community Liaison Forum held on Monday 24th July 2006
The Minutes of this Meeting were not yet available and would be submitted to next Council.

7.  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES (45/06) (CONTD)
(b)  (1)  Cllr Sharman reported his attendance at a Meeting of the Biggleswade Area Crime Prevention Panel.  There appeared to be some confusion over the name of this organisation.  It had been reported that the making of the whole of Biggleswade into a “No Cold Calling Zone” had been most effective with a considerable reduction in distraction burglaries.
(2) Cllr Aldis reported on a meeting of the Community Safety Group.  Crime Statistics for Sandy had been made available and copies could be had from him by any interested Members.

The next meeting of the Group in September would be receiving a report of the success (or otherwise) of the Sandy “No Cold Calling Zone” Project and considering future proposals to be put to the Town Council.  The suggestion regarding a Youth Shelter was to be pursued by a consultation process by Christian Family Care at Manor Farm.

(3)  Cllr Gurney said that he would be unable to attend the next meeting of the Local Area Agreement Governance Group on 21st September, could anyone else represent the Town Council.  Cllr Aldis was appointed as substitute.
(4)  Cllr Blaine said that he had attended the recent Annual General Meeting of the Village Hall Committee.  The cash flow situation appeared to have improved.  
He also reported on a meeting of the Local Strategic Partnership at which the role of the Fire & Rescue Service in Community Safety Groups had been the topic of much discussion.

(5)  Cllr Frood on behalf of the Twinning Association reported that the recent incoming visit from Skarszewy had been most successful and greatly enjoyed by those participating.  He thanked again the Forum/Town Council for the generous grant which had assisted greatly.

The reports were all noted.

8.  CLERK’S REPORT (46/06)
1.  Accounts 01.4.06 to 30.6.06
RESOLVED:  That the Lists of Receipts and Payments for June 2006 which had been on display prior to the meeting be received and approved.
2.  Quarterly Accounts 01.4.06 to 30.6.06
RESOLVED:  That the Quarterly Accounts for Quarter Ended 30th June 2006 which had been on display prior to the meeting be received and approved.
9.  ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS (47/06)
There were none.

10.  PRESS RELEASE (48/06)
RESOLVED:  That a Press Release be issued regarding the resolution of the problem of the Market Square bus shelter and the hope that the work will be completed within the next month.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	14.7.06

69/06


	06/01153/FULL

H L Newland 

14 The Crescent

Beeston

Beds

SG19 1PQ
	Full application for the erection of a two storey side extension at 14 The Crescent, Beeston, Sandy, Beds.
Near neighbours 13 The Crescent and 22 High Road, Beeston notified
	RESOLVED: No Objections
	Town Council

31.7.06

2.8.06
	

	17.7.06

70/06 


	06/01177/FULL

Mr M McGuinness

c/o Miniver 4 Bloque 1APT2

Costa Sol

Costa del Silencio

Aroma 38630

Tenerife

Canary Islands
	Full application for the erection of 2 pairs of 3 bed semi-detached dwellings on land adjacent to 21 High Road, Beeston, Sandy, Beds

Near neighbours 19, 21 High Road, 2, 2a, 2b, Cobblers Cottage, The Baulk, Beeston notified

	RESOLVED:  Object


(a)  Proposal is not really in filling within the village boundary.
(b)  Loss of amenities to near neighbours.

(c) Possible highway dangers.

(d) Possible noise pollution to occupants of the new properties from the A1 Trunk Road.

(e)  Overcrowding of the available site.


	Town Council

31.7.06

2.8.06+`
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