SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 28th February 2011 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

PRESENT

Cllrs G G N White (Town Mayor), N Aldis, M Bartlett, P Blaine, D Broughton,  
D Gale, C Osborne, M Scott, D Sharman, R Smith, Mrs S Sutton and J Welbourn. 
Together with Central Bedfordshire Councillors P Turner and C Maudlin and one member of the public.
1.  Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs M Pettitt and P Sharman. Not present: Cllr P Jones.
2.  To receive statutory declarations of interests from members (109/10)

(a) Prejudicial Interests
Cllr Blaine – Planning Application CB/11/00429 as a board member of Aragon Housing.
(b) Personal Interests 
Cllr Aldis – Item 9.3 Sandye Place School as a Governor of the school.
Cllr Osborne – Item 9.9 Bedford Road Pavilion as Chairman of Sandy Football Club.
3.  Oral questions from electors 

(110/10)

A Member reported that he had been approached by residents of Fallowfield regarding hedges and shrubs growing over footpaths.  These areas are problematic in that in many cases the offending hedges belong to residents but do not form part of a garden.

4.  Presentation by Mr James Gleave on the Local Transport Plan and its impact on Sandy



(111/10)

Mr Gleave was accompanied by Mr Ben King, Principle Transport Planner for Central Bedfordshire Council.
Mr King gave a brief introduction explaining the Plan, its 5 year time frame and its alignment with the Local Development Framework.  Ten objectives were identified to be achieved in 15 years, including journeys to work, access to services and freight transportation.

It aims to improve network management by:
· Using intelligent transport systems.

· Having a designated road freight network

· Co-ordinating road works.

It aims to manage demand by:

· Improving car parking

· Developing Park and Ride schemes

· Implementing freight terminals

· Encouraging tele-working

Major schemes are:

· Luton-Dunstable bus-way
· A5-M1 link road

· Improvements to M1 junction 10

· Providing a Biggleswade Eastern Relief Road

The plan produced for Biggleswade and Sandy entails £187,000 of expenditure in 2011, followed by £183,000 in each of the two following years.

In Sandy this will entail:

· Work on the Engayne Avenue junction and provision of a bus turning circle.

· Linking the existing cycle paths into a network

· Re-routing freight traffic away from the town centre, involving a re-design of the High St/Station Road junction.
In addition CBC is bidding to receive additional government funding, which if approved would mean for Sandy:

· Improved cycle routes

· Enhanced bus stops

· Sustainable transport maps

· Personalised journey plans

Members asked a number of questions and were told that CBC wanted further input on the funding bid and that there would also be more consultation on individual schemes.

A major concern was the need for improvements to both the main A1 roundabout and the A1 junction at New Road/Orchard Road.  Mr Gleave said that CBC was working with the Highways Agency to promote improvements to the A1.
5.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council



(112/10)
(See list attached)
6.  Mayoral Communications    

(113/10)
23.1.11

Attended the Chairman of Central Bedfordshire Council’s



Civic Service at Priory Church of St Peter, Dunstable.

24.1.11

Attended Central Bedfordshire’s Let’s talk Together at 



Biggleswade Fire Station.

25.1.11
Attended the Mayor of Dunstable’s Charity Burns Supper at Dunstable Downs Golf Club.

4.2.11
Attended a meeting with Rev Williams to discuss the


Civic Service.

6.2.11
Attended the Mayor of Stevenage’s Civic Service at The Church of the Transfiguration of Our Lord, Stevenage.

8.2.11
Interview with Three Counties Radio re: Tesco.

13.2.11
Attended the Mayor of Leighton-Linslade’s Civic Service at St Barnabas Parish Church, Leighton Buzzard.

15.2.11
Attended Central Bedfordshire Executive to make representation and present an e-petition re: Sandy Leisure Centre.

17.2.11
Attended the opening of Laburnum Road Lower Schools new dining room.

19.2.11
Attended the Mayor of Flitwick’s Afternoon Tea at The 

Rufus Centre, Flitwick.

22.2.11

Attended Cllr Anklesaria’s Charity Dinner in Dunstable.

24.2.11

Attended the Ladies Probus Lunch as guest speaker.

25.2.11

Attended the Mayor of Houghton Regis’ Quiz Evening



at the Dunstablians Rugby Club, Houghton Regis.

Deputy Mayor


5.2.11
Accompanied by Mr D Sutton attended the Mayor of 

Huntingdon’s “Last Night of the Proms” concert held at

Huntingdon Medway Centre.

The Mayor informed Members that the Civic Service would take place on 15th May and the theme would be “Transition”.
He also reminded Members about the Charity Dinner to be held on 15th March at the Maharajah restaurant.

Cllr Osborne proposed a vote of thanks for the Mayor for the time and effort he had expended, especially over the Sandy Leisure Centre and Tesco planning application.

7.  Minutes and Reports           






(114/10)

(a) Meetings of Town Council held on Monday 17th January 2011, Monday 24th January 2011 and Monday 7th February 2011.
Amendments: 17th January 2011, page 3 Planning application CB/10/04571, the words “Planning history of the Grange” to be added. Page 7, item 4. Freedom of Sandy, the word “considered” to be changed to “approved”.

24th January 2011, annual estimates summary, projected balance, change “2010” to “2011”.

Resolved: That the Minutes, which had been previously circulated, with the above amendments, be received, approved and signed as a correct record.
(b) Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 31st January 2011.
Resolved:  That the Minutes, which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted as a correct record.
There were no recommendations.
(c) Meeting of Staffing Committee held on Monday 7th February 2011.
Amendments: page 1, item 3 change “25th October 2011” to “25th October 2010”. Page 3, add the words “per annum” after “13 public service days”.
Resolved: (i) That the Minutes, which had been previously circulated, with the above amendment, including exempt item S25/10, be received, approved and signed as a correct record.
(ii) That exempt minute, no (S25/10) remain an exempt item.

Recommendations:
7. Appointment of Town Clerk
(S24/10)

Resolved:  That Mrs Delia Shephard is appointed as Town Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer to Sandy Town Council commencing 1st April 2011. 

*See also Confidential item (S25/10)
*Resolved:  That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by virtue of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted Section (1) of the Exempt Information, Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, it may contain “Information relating to a particular employee, former employee or applicant to become an employee, or a particular office holder, former office holder or applicant to become an office holder under the authority”, the press and public be requested to retire from the meeting.  

(d) Meeting of Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Monday 
21st February 2011.  

Recommendations:

8. Risk Assessment  (F95/10)

Resolved: That the Sunderland Road play equipment is protected by CCTV surveillance is added.

Resolved: That with the above amendment the 2010/2011 Risk Assessment is approved.

9. Correspondence with Sandy Town Bowls Club  (F96/10)

Resolved: (a) That the Clerk be requested to write to the Bowling Club confirming that the fence will be treated by the DSO staff and the cost of the treatment taken from the 2011/2012 consumables budget and that the grass cutting waste will be removed from the green each week by the DSO staff.

(b) That it should also be stated that these concessions do not constitute a variation of the lease and that the Club may be asked to comply with the terms of the lease at any point in the future.

10. Internal Audit Review 

(F97/10)

Resolved: That the Internal Audit Review conducted by the Town Clerk, Cllr Osborne and Cllr Pettitt is approved.

8.  Reports from Representatives

(115/10)

(a) To receive a verbal report from any Central Bedfordshire Councillors present on any matter relevant to Sandy.
Cllr Aldis reported that the planning application to provide extra spaces at the station was to be deferred until the Development Control Committee on 30th March 2011.
(b)To receive any verbal reports from Council representatives on outside bodies.
Cllr Smith reported that he had attended the AGM of the Talk of the Town Transport committee.
Cllr Blaine reported that the Village Hall was taking out a loan at a reasonable rate of interest in order to pay off a number of debts.  Their income will cover the repayments.

9.  Clerk’s Report







(116/10)
The Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

9.1  Accounts 01.04.10 to 31.01.10 

Resolved: That the lists of receipts and payments for January 2011, which had been on display prior to the meeting, be received and approved.

9.2. Publication of individual expenditure items over £500
Resolved: That this item is noted.
9.3 Sandye Place School
Resolved: That the contents of the letters is noted.
9.4  Local elections 2011

Resolved: That this item is noted.

9.4 (a) Charge for Payroll Services

Resolved: That the additional £75 required to pay the Bedford Borough Council for its payroll administration be approved from the 2011/2012 contingency amount.
9.5 Planning Workshops

Resolved: That Members inform the Clerk if they want to attend a workshop.

9.6 St Neots Road traffic calming measures

Resolved: That the Clerk be requested to write to Central Bedfordshire Highways Department making the following points:

· That Members were concerned and disappointed that their attention was not drawn to the proposed alterations at the junction with the town roundabout as they were not clear on the plans.
· That the emergency services have expressed concern that the entrance to the roundabout is now a pinch point.

· That the traffic entering the roundabout at busy times of day will inevitably lead to traffic jams.

· That the wider kerb will prove attractive for parking.

· That the scheme will be monitored and the Town Council will reserve the right to ask for the scheme to be amended if their fears are realised.

9.7 Street lighting replacement
Resolved: That the street lights in Orchard Road and London Road that are damaged are replaced at a cost of £1400 from the Capital account and that no action is taken on the request to alter the lamp in Belam Way.

9.8 Town Mayor’s Award

Resolved: That two presentation shields are purchased from the 2011/2012 contingency amount for the adult and young person recipients of the Town Mayor’s awards.  These will be awarded for a year and there will be a certificate awarded to each recipient to keep permanently.

9.9 Bedford Road Pavilion
Resolved: That this item is deferred until the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee Meeting on 7th March 2011.

10. Code of recommended practice for local authorities on data transparency – consultation

(117/10)

The Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

Resolved: That the Clerk, together with Cllr Osborne formulate a response which includes Members’ opinion that £500 is too low a threshold and that some parishes would find it difficult to comply with the proposals for posting in different formats.
11. Oral questions from electors


(118/10)
There were none.

13. Press Release      (119/10)
Resolved: That a press release be issued regarding the appointment of Mrs Delia Shephard as Town Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer for the Council.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM CENTRAL BEDFORDSHIRE COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	CENTRAL BEDS NOTIFIED
	CENTRAL BEDS DECISION

	17/02/11

13/11
	CB/11/00429/ FULL

Aragon Housing Association

Katherines House

Dunstable Street

Ampthill

MK45 2JP
	Full application for removal of existing conservatory and erection of enlarged sitting room at Quince Court, Engayne Avenue, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 1 Winchester Road, 42,44 Engayne Avenue, Sandy notified.


	Resolved: No objection
	Town Council

28/02/11

03/03/11
	

	17/02/11

14/11
	CB/10/00480/ FULL

Mr & Mrs Stratton

61 East Road

Sandy

SG19 1LH


	Full application for kitchen extension at 61 East Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 28 & 59 East Road, Sandy notified.

	Resolved: No objection
	Town Council

28/02/11

03/03/11
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


NOT FOR PUBLICATION

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Staffing Committee meeting 7.2.11
8. Confidential Staff Matters
(S25/10)

Groundstaff

Resolved:  That Town Council approves the appointment of Mr Paul Newbury on an initial salary of £14,733, rising to £15,039 on successful completion of his tractor training.

Town Clerk 

Resolved:  (a) That Town Council approves the appointment of Mrs Delia Shephard on a salary of £36,313 and that from 14th March 2011 until 31st March 2011 she works in tandem with the present Town Clerk before taking over as Town Clerk on 1st April 2011.

(b) That Mrs Shephard be allowed to take up to 13 public service days to perform her duties as a magistrate.

EXEMPT INFORMATION

PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) ACT 1985 SECTION 1
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