SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 26th February 2007, in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 pm.

PRESENT






Cllr D H Gale (Mayor)





   "   N Aldis






   "   C Baker






   "   P Blaine






   "   R Frood






   "   J Gurney





   "   M McMurdo






   "   C Osborne






   "   M Pettitt






   "   D Sharman






   "   Mrs S Sutton
Together with County Councillor John Scott and One Member of the Public.

1.  APOLOGIES for absence were received from Cllrs Jaeger, Scott, Smith and White.
2.  STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS (89/06)
(a)
Prejudicial Interests
Cllr Mrs S Sutton

Planning Application

Member has business

07/00132/FULL


connections with the






Applicants.

(Left the Chamber)
(b)
Personal Interests
There were none.

3.  ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS (90/06)
(a)  An elector enquired about the procedure to be adopted in removing the wooden cross from Sandy Cemetery on 1st March 2007.  The Mayor explained.

3.  ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS (90/06) (CONTD)

(b)  An elector enquired about the decision of the Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee regarding the open space on the Fallowfield Estate.  What arrangements existed should this matter again be discussed and would the meeting be more formally controlled?
The Deputy Mayor explained that the Standing Orders of the Council allowed for any meeting to be abandoned and for the public to be removed.  This should provide sufficient security.

(c)  An elector enquired regarding the enforcement of regulations to prevent car parking on grass verges, on double yellow lines and on pavements.

The Mayor explained that parking had been decriminalised and that enforcement was therefore now the responsibility of the Joint Parking Authority rather than the Police.  It was thought that this also meant that the PCSO’s were not empowered to assist.  However the Mayor said that he would raise these matters plus the situation outside St Swithun’s Lower School with the Police at the Liaison Meeting on Wednesday next.

(d)  An elector enquired as to the Council’s position in respect of the provision of a Museum in Sandy.  Would the Council assist Sandy Historical Research Group in their aim to provide such a Museum?
The Clerk reminded the Meeting that “in principle” support for a Museum Project was in fact built into the Five Year Plan but this should not be construed as being financial support.
4.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY SANDY TOWN COUNCIL (91/06)
(SEE LIST ATTACHED)

5.  MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS (92/06)
17.2.07 Accompanied by the Mayoress attended the launch of the Photographic Record of Sandy book at Sandy Library


18.2.07 Together with the Mayoress, hosted the Town Council’s Annual Civic Service. Attended by other Councillors with their partners.


22.2.07 Accompanied by the Mayoress attended the A.T.C. presentation evening at their H.Q. in Sandy.
5.  MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS (CONTD)
23.2.07 Attended, accompanied by the Mayoress, the Mayor of Ampthill’s Charity Dinner.


25.2.07 Together with the Mayoress attended the South Beds District Council Civic Service at Houghton Regis.
DEPUTY MAYOR

16.01.07 Interviewed live on Three Counties Radio concerning Council’s decision not to amend its Cemetery Regulations.

16.01.07 Also interviewed by Look East TV on the same subject (subsequently shown on 19th January).

18.1.07 Supported by the Deputy Mayoress attended St Neots Charity Chinese Evening in aid of Ugandan Spring of Hope.  Cllr and Mrs McMurdo also attended.


27.01.07 With the Deputy Mayoress, supported Sandy Rotary Club’s Old Tyme Music Hall at Sandye Place School.

28.1.07 Attended, with the Deputy Mayoress, the Mayor of Peterborough’s Charity Chinese Banquet

3.2.07 With the Deputy Mayoress, supported the Mayor of Huntingdon’s “Last Night of the Proms” Concert.

20.2.07 Supported by the Deputy Mayoress, presented the prizes at the Community Pancake Race held at St Swithun’s School

22.02.07 Attended, with the Deputy Mayoress, the 22 (Sandy) Squadron ATC Awards Presentation Evening.

The Mayor expressed his thanks to the Deputy Mayor for assisting while he and the Mayoress were overseas.

6.  MINUTES AND REPORTS (93/06)
(a)  Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 8th 

      January 2007
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes as previously circulated be approved and adopted.

RECOMMENDATIONS:  These had been dealt with by the Meeting of Council on 15th January 2007.

(b)  Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 15th January 2007
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes as previously circulated be received, approved and signed as a correct record.


(c)  Special Meeting of Staffing Committee held on Monday 15th January
       2007
RESOLVED:  (a)  That the Minutes including Exempt Minute, Minute No S20/06, as previously circulated be approved and adopted.

(b)  That Exempt Minute, Minute No S20/06, remain as an Exempt Matter.

RECOMMENDATIONS:  SEE PART II – EXEMPT/CONFIDENTIAL

MINUTES, MINUTE NO 93/06.


(d)  Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 22nd January 2007
RESOLVED:  (a)  That the Minutes, including Exempt Minute, Minute No 87/06, as previously circulated be received, approved and signed as a correct record.

(b)  That Exempt Minute, Minute No 87/06 remain as an Exempt Matter.

(e)  Special Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 22nd January
      2007
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes as previously circulated be received, approved and signed as a correct record.

6.  MINUTES AND REPORTS (93/06) (CONTD)
f)  Meeting of Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Monday
     29th January 2007
The Clerk reported that in the list of apologies the name “McMurdo” should actually read “White”.

RESOLVED:  That with the incorporation of this correction the Minutes as previously circulated, be approved and adopted.

RECOMMENDATIONS:  There were no Recommendations.

(g)  Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday
       12th February 2007  
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes as previously circulated be approved and adopted.

RECOMMENDATIONS:  There were no Recommendations.

URGENT MATTERS FROM THE MINUTES

A Member asked were the Council going to consider again its own position in respect of the Fallowfield matter and who was going to meet with the representatives of the Residents Association.

The Deputy Mayor reminded Members that the Council had an agreed position in respect of this and at this moment in time although a group of representatives would be meeting to listen to residents, that position had not changed.

He expected that the Fallowfield Working Group would be the body to meet with the residents on behalf of the Council.

After further debate it was

RESOLVED:  That the Council’s minuted formal position in respect of this matter be considered again at the next meeting of the Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee and prior to any meeting with representatives of residents taking place.

7.  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES (94/06)
(a)  Cllr McMurdo reported on the recent very successful Presentation Evening held by the Air Training Corps.
7.  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES (94/06) (CONTD)
(b)  Cllr Gurney reported that the District Council would shortly be holding a meeting to brief Town and Parish Councils on the bid submitted for unitary status.

(c)  Cllr Blaine reported that he had held a further meeting with the Head of Library Services of Bedfordshire County Council.  The Portfolio Holder was very supportive of the need for an improved library in Sandy and had said that he would attempt to see that this happened despite the actual funding moving from the Capital Programme proper to the Reserve Programme.
There had been agreement to revise the draft proposals to make maximum use of the space available.


The Clerk reminded Members that the Head of Library Services would be attending the next meeting of the Forum to outline the proposals and that Forum Meetings were open to Members and to electors.

The reports were noted.

8.  SALE OF MIDDLEFIELD INDUSTRIAL ESTATE (15.1.07) (83/06) (94/06)
The reply received from Mid Bedfordshire District Council and which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

Members expressed their concerns that the letter did not appear to be entirely accurate in that discussions to consider the sale of the estate had clearly commenced before the capping notice had been served, similarly as all of the discussions in respect of this matter had been treated as confidential or exempt information by the District Council it was impossible for Members to report to this Council without breaching the Local Government Code of Conduct.

RESOLVED:  That a further letter be sent to MBDC expressing these opinions and asking what security has been given to existing tenants.


9.  CLERK’S REPORT (95/06)
1.  Accounts 1.04.06 to 31.1.07

RESOLVED:  That the Lists of Receipts and Payments for January 2007, which had been on display prior to the Meeting be received and approved.
9.  CLERK’S REPORT (95/06) (CONTD)

2.  NALC Conference, Bournemouth 5th -7th October 2007

RESOLVED:  That Sandy Town Council be represented at the NALC Conference in Bournemouth but that the name of the actual delegate be agreed after the Elections in May.

10.  ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS (96/06)
There were none.
11.  FARSIGHT PLC – SANDY CCTV SCHEME (4.12.06) (79/06)(97/06)
SEE PART II – EXEMPT/CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES

MINUTE NO 97/06

12.  PRESS RELEASE
RESOLVED:  That no Press Release is considered necessary.

RESOLVED:  THAT UNDER THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 AND BY VIRTUE OF THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF THE BUSINESS THAT MAY BE TRANSACTED UNDER THIS ITEM (SECTION 9) AND SECTION (1) OF THE EXEMPT INFORMATION, LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) ACT 1985, IT MAY CONCERN “ANY TERMS PROPOSED OR TO BE PROPOSED BY OR TO THE AUTHORITY IN THE COURSE OF NEGOTIATIONS FOR A CONTRACT FOR THE ACQUISITION OR DISPOSAL OF PROPERTY OR THE SUPPLY OF GOODS OR SERVICES” AND IT MAY CONTAIN “INFORMATION RELATING TO A PARTICULAR EMPLOYEE, FORMER EMPLOYEE OR APPLICANT TO BECOME AN EMPLOYEE OR A PARTICULAR OFFICE HOLDER, FORMER OFFICE HOLDER OR APPLICANT TO BECOME AN OFFICE HOLDER UNDER THE AUTHORITY”, THE PRESS AND PUBLIC BE REQUESTED TO RETIRE FROM THE MEETING.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	12.2.07

5/07


	07/00132/FULL

Mr & Mrs R G Berridge

c/o D H Barford & Co

Howard House

17 Church Street

St Neots

PE19 2BU
	Full application for the erection of a 3 bedroomed dwelling and detached garage on land to the rear of 14 Bedford Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 12 Bedford Road, 5,6,19 Robert Hunt Gardens, Sandy notified


	RESOLVED:  No objections
	Town Council

26.2.07

28.2.07
	

	12/2/07

6/07


	07/00181/FULL

Hazells Hall Ltd

Hazells Hall

Everton Road

SANDY

SG19 2DD
	Full application for the erection of an all weather outdoor tennis court on land at Hazells Hall, Everton Road, Sandy, Beds.
	RESOLVED:  No objections
	Town Council

26.2.07

28.2.07
	

	12/2/07

7/07


	07/00196/ADV

Musgrave, Budgens-Londis

Widewater Place

Moorhall Road

Harefield

UB9 6NS
	Advertisement Consent application for the retention of an internally illuminated fascia sign and window vinyls applied to inside of windows at Budgens Store Ltd, Kestrel Way, Sandy , Beds.

Near neighbours 1,1a,2a Kestrel Way, Sandy notified


	RESOLVED:  No objections
	Town Council

26.2.07

28.2.07
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