SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 23rd October 2006, in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 pm.

PRESENT






Cllr D H Gale (Mayor)






   "   N Aldis






   "   P Blaine





   "   R Frood






   "   J Gurney






   "   M McMurdo






   "   C Osborne






   "   M Pettitt






   "   M Scott






   "   D Sharman






   "   R Smith






   "   Mrs S Sutton






   "   G White

together with One Elector of the Parish.

1.  APOLOGIES for absence were received from Cllrs Baker and Jaeger and also from County Councillor Scott.
2.  STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS (59/06)
(a)
Prejudicial Interests
Cllr Osborne

Agenda Item 6(b) Recommendation 


Member is




Re: Rent charged to Sandy Football Club

Chairman of











Sandy Football











Club

Left the Chamber.

(b)
Personal Interests
Cllr Frood

Planning Application 06/01615/FULL

Applicant is a











customer of the 











Company operated











by the Member.

Cllr Scott

Agenda Item 6(b) Recommendation


Member is President




Re: Rent charged to Sandy Football Club

of Sandy Football 











Club.

3.  ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS (60/06)
An elector asked if the Town Council were aware of plans to develop the Library site and would meeting accommodation still be available at any new library for use by local groups and organisations.

Cllr Blaine explained the current situation with regard to Library improvements and said that the brief did include for meeting rooms as well as other new facilities.

It was possible that there would be some disruption during any building works.

RESOLVED:  That a letter be sent to Bedfordshire County Council welcoming any proposals for improvements to Sandy Library and enquiring about the continuation of meeting facilities within the new Library.
4.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY SANDY TOWN 
COUNCIL (61/06)
Prior to the consideration of Planning Application 06/01613/FULL The New Inn, London Road, Sandy, three letters of objection received from near neighbours were summarised to the meeting by the Clerk.
(SEE LIST ATTACHED)

5.  MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS (62/06)
13.9.06
Visited, accompanied by the Mayoress the Keech Cottage Hospice at Luton.

16.9.06
Together with the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of Flitwick’s Charity

Coffee Morning at the Rufus Centre, Flitwick.
17.9.06
Accompanied by the Mayoress attended the Godmanchester Town Council

Civic Service.


17.9.06
Attended the Potton Town Council Civic Service together with the Mayoress.


22.9.06
Accompanied by the Mayoress attended the celebration of the combining of

Bedford and Luton Universities to form the new University of Bedfordshire at

Putteridge Bury, Luton.


23.9.06
Carried out the presentations, accompanied by the Mayoress, on behalf of Sandy

Enhancement Group to all the winners of the Sandy in Bloom competition.


24.9.06
Attended with the Mayoress the March Town Council Civic service at Westrey 



March.


25.9.06
Accompanied by the Mayoress attended the High Sheriff’s service and lunch at

St Paul’s Church, Bedford, the Deputy Mayor and Councillor Gurney and his

wife also attended the service.


30.9.06
Attended a guided walk through The Riddy led by the Ivel & Ouse Countryside

Project with the Mayoress, Deputy Mayor and other Councillors.

5.  MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS (62/06) (CONTD)
1.10.06
Together with the Mayoress attended the Stotfold Town Council Civic Service

at St Mary’s Church, Stotfold.


3.10.06
Accompanied by the Mayoress, Deputy Mayor and Mayoress attended the 



opening of the Peterborough Bridge Fair.


6.10.06
Attended with the Mayoress, the Sandy Air Cadets Charity Auction at

Shuttleworth.  The Deputy Mayor and Mayoress together with Councillor 

McMurdo and his wife also attended.


7.10.06
Accompanied by the Mayoress attended the 25th Anniversary Dinner of the

Probus Club of Sandy and District at the Park Hotel, Bedford.


15.10.06
Attended with the Mayoress the Dunstable Town Council Civic Service at
Priory Church, Dunstable.

16.10.06
Together with the Mayoress attended the Sandy and District Stroke Club 



Harvest Auction.


19.10.06
Together with Councillor Aldis and the Clerk and in connection with Local

Democracy Week received the School Council for Sandye Place Middle School

at the Council Offices.


RESOLVED:  That a letter of thanks be sent to the Ivel & Ouse Countryside Project for the most interesting and enjoyable morning that they had organised.

6.  MINUTES AND REPORTS  (63/06)
(a)  Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 11th September 2006
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes which had previously been circulated be received, approved and signed as a correct record.

(b)  Meeting of Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Monday 25th September 2006
A Member said that he wished to question the accuracy of the Exempt Minute, Minute No F32/06 of this Meeting.

It was agreed that these be considered separately at the conclusion of the Meeting.

RESOLVED:  That the Minutes of the Meeting excluding the Exempt Item, Minute No F32/06, as previously circulated be received, approved and adopted.

RECOMMENDATIONS

SANDY FOOTBALL CLUB – ANNUAL RENT

RESOLVED:  That in accordance with the Terms of the current Lease the rent charged to Sandy Football club in connection with the use of the pitch and the pavilion at Bedford Road Recreation Ground, Sandy be increased to £350.00 with effect from 1st September 2006.

6.  MINUTES AND REPORTS (63/06) (CONTD)
(c)  Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 9th October 2006

RESOLVED:  That the Minutes which had previously been circulated be received, approved and adopted.

RECOMMENDATIONS:  There were none.

7.  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES (64/06)
(a)  The Meeting of the Community Liaison Forum due to be held on Monday 16th October 2006 had been deferred until 27th November 2006.
(b)  Cllr Blaine reported on a recent meeting of the Multi-Agency Group.  It had been a wide ranging meeting where information had been received about the County Council Children’s Plan, Sandy Pinnacle Ward and deprivation, possible children’s centre, crime reduction, a bid for a youth shelter, the School Nursing Service, Education Welfare Officers and Manor Farm.
These were all important topics and he wondered if the Town Council ought to be more involved in the Group.
(c)  Cllr Gurney reported on the hearing that morning in connection with the Licensing Application for the new Gaffneys Restaurant.

A Licence had been approved for 11.30pm closure Sunday to Thursday and 1.30am on Friday and Saturday.  The requested 06.00am opening had been revised by agreement to 07.00am.

There was to be no admission to the premises after 11.00pm and no sales of alcohol for consumption off the premises.

The Panel had been very conscious of the Applicant’s right of appeal but also of the undoubted problems already being experienced by residents in St Neots Road.

It was thought that a reasonable compromise had been reached.

RESOLVED:  That the thanks of the Council be recorded to Cllr Gurney in respect of his work in connection with this matter.

(d)  Cllr McMurdo reported his attendance at the recent Charity Auction organised by the Air Training Corps.  The attendance was not as good as had been hoped for but a large sum of money had been raised for the Keech Cottage Hospice.

(e)  Cllr Frood said that the Chamber of Trade would be able to provide and install Christmas Lights this year however they were looking to making major improvements for Christmas 2007 and may in due course request financial assistance from the Council.

(f)  Cllr Pettitt said that the Twinning Association were already making arrangements for the 25th Anniversary Celebrations next year.  The Anniversary Dinner would be held on 3rd November 2007.  The next visit to Malaunay would be over the weekend of 4th to 7th May 2007.

The reports were all noted.

8.  TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE – MANAGEMENT GROUP MEETING – 11TH OCTOBER 2006 (65/06)
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Management Group held on Wednesday 11th October 2006 were received.
RECOMMENDATIONS
PROPOSED EXTENSION TO COUNCIL OFFICES

RESOLVED:  (a)  That subject to Planning Consent being granted, the Council proceed with this Project and moves to be next stage of obtaining full tenders etc for consideration.

(b)  That the expenditure required of £3,721.00 for professional fees in connection with this be approved, to be found from the Capital Account.

CONSUMABLES FOR SALE FROM TIC FOR 2007/2008
RESOLVED:  That the sum of £3,000.00 be provided in the Annual Estimates of the Town Council for 2007/2008 in connection with the purchase of a stock of consumable items to be sold from the TIC.

PUBLICITY MATERIALS 2007/2008
RESOLVED:  That the sum of £4,000.00 be provided in the Annual Estimates for Sandy Town Council for 2007/2008 in connection with the printing of publicity and other information materials for distribution from the Sandy Tourist Information Centre during 2007/2008.

9.  CLERK’S REPORT (66/06)
1(a) Accounts 1.04.06 to 30.9.06

RESOLVED:  That the Lists of Receipts and Payments for September 2006, which had been on display prior to the meeting, be received and approved.
(b)  Quarterly Accounts
RESOLVED:  That the Quarterly Accounts (Income and Expenditure) Lists for Quarter Ended 30th September 2006, which had been on display prior to the meeting, be received and approved.
2.  Briefing on Emergency Planning
The Emergency Planning Section of Bedfordshire County Council is offering to give a presentation regarding Emergency Planning to any Town or Parish Council that might be interested.  The Civil Contingencies Unit of the County Council believes that informing local groups about the issues of Emergency Planning and Local Resilience is of great importance.  Members are requested to consider if they would wish to extend such an invitation and to which Committee.

RESOLVED:  That a representative of the Emergency Planning Section of Bedfordshire County Council be invited to make a presentation to a future full meeting of the Town Council.

9.  CLERK’S REPORT (66/06) (CONTD)
3.  Annual External Audit 2005/06
The Annual External Audit by Lubbock Fine was completed on 27th September 2006 and the Accounts were “signed off” with no questions asked and no matters raised for attention.

RESOLVED:  That the completion of the Annual Audit and signing off of the Accounts for 2005/06 be noted.

ALSO RESOLVED:  That the Council wishes to record its thanks to all of the staff who had maintained the Accounts and completed the Annual Return.
10.  NALC CONFERENCE 22nd to 24th SEPTEMBER 2006 (67/06)
The Clerk reported that he had received the delegate’s report by email that morning but it was too late to copy and circulate this in time for the meeting.  This matter would become an Agenda Item for the next meeting of Council.
11.  EXTENSTION OF “NO COLD CALLING” ZONE TO COVER WHOLE OF SANDY (68/06)
Cllr Aldis reported on the deliberations of the Community Safety Group and the presentation that they had received from the Trading Standards Service.
Cllr Blaine sought more information upon this scheme and the legal basis for its inception. 

After debate it was

RESOLVED:  That the Town Council approves and supports an Application to the Trading Standards Service for the whole of the urban area of Sandy to become a “No Cold Calling Zone”.

12.  ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS (69/06)
There were none.
13.  PRESS RELEASE (70/06)
RESOLVED:  That a Press Release be issued regarding the Council’s support of the No Cold Calling Zone scheme to cover the whole of the urban area of Sandy.

RESOLVED:  THAT UNDER THE PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 AND BY VIRTUE OF THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF THE BUSINESS THAT MAY BE TRANSACTED UNDER THIS ITEM (SECTION 14) OF THE EXEMPT INFORMATION LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) ACT 1985 “IT MAY CONCERN ANY ACTION TAKEN OR TO BE TAKEN IN CONNECTION WITH THE PREVENTION, INVESTIGATION OR PROSECUTION OF A CRIME” THE PRESS AND PUBLIC BE REQUESTED TO RETIRE FROM THE MEETING.

THE MINUTE F63/06 WILL REMAIN A CONFIDENTIAL MINUTE UNDER THE TERMS OF THE FREEDOM ON INFORMATION ACT 2000 SECTION 44(1B), “INFORMATION IS EXEMPT INFORMATION IF ITS DISCLOSURE (OTHERWISE THAN UNDER THIS ACT) BY THE PUBLIC AUTHORITY HOLDING IT, IS INCOMPATIBLE WITH ANY COMMUNITY OBLIGATION.”
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	4.10.06

89/06


	06/01613 FULL

Mr C Miah

17 Wyboston Court

Eaton Socon

St Neots

Cambs
	Full application for the use of building as a restaurant and change of use to A5 (hot food take away).  External alterations to elevations including extraction flue to south elevation.  Alterations to internal layout at The New Inn, 144 London Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 138 and 140 London Road, 194,192, 190, 188, 186 St Neots Road, Sandy notified

	RESOLVED:  Object


a) Highway dangers at already dangerous junction

b) Inadequate parking especially with proposed change of use to provide “Take Away” facility.

c) Inappropriate location for such a facility within a residential area.

d) Loss of amenity to near neighbours.

e) Position of extractor fan flue will cause great nuisance to residents living close to the site.
	Town Council

23.10.06

25.10.06
	

	4.10.06

90/06


	06/01528/ADV

Mr C Miah

17 Wyboston Court

Eaton Socon

St Neots

Cambs
	Advertisement Application for externally wall mounted sign to front and rear of The New Inn, 144 London Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 138 and 140 London Road, 194,192, 190, 188, 186 St Neots Road, Sandy notified

	RESOLVED:  No Comment.
	Town Council

23.10.06

25.10.06
	

	4.10.06

91/06


	06/01507/FULL

Sandy Town Council

10 Cambridge Road

Sandy

SG19 1JE
	Full application for the erection of a single storey rear extension to form Tourist Information Centre at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 4 and 12 Cambridge Road and 4 St Swithun’s Way, Sandy notified


	RESOLVED:  No Comment.
	Town Council

23.10.06

25.10.06
	

	5.10.06

92/06


	06/01468/FULL

Mr L Duckett

18 Berwick Way

SANDY

SG19 1TR
	Full application for the repositioning of boundary fence at 18 Berwick Way, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 20 Berwick Way, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:  No Objections.
	Town Council

23.10.06

25.10.06
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	5.10.06

93/06


	06/01533/FULL

Mr J Shuba

c/o DLP Consultants

4 Abbey Court

Fraser Road

Priory Business Park

Bedford

MK44 3WH
	Full application for the erection of a two storey extension and change of use from existing B8 warehouse to include B1 offices and D1 training facility with ancillary storage at The Grange, Beeston Green, Beeston, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 3 Grange Gardens, Beeston notified


	RESOLVED:  Object


a) Inadequate car parking.

b) Inadequate road access.

The Planning Design brief (S.12) accompanying the application states “occupancy of 10 permanent staff and up to 12 attendees on training sessions” i.e. 22 in total.  But the application form refers to only 6 car parking spaces being provided and does not suggest any increase to this number.  The Town Council would be greatly concerned regarding possible overspill parking on Beeston Green.


	Town Council

23.10.06

25.10.06
	

	12.10.06

94/06


	06/01615

Mr & Mrs R Board

10 Mill Lane

SANDY

SG19 1NH
	Full application for the erection of a detached garage following conversion of existing attached garage to form family room at 10 Mill Lane, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 19 Rivermead Gardens and 12 Mill Lane, Sandy notified

	RESOLVED:  No Objections.
	Town Council

23.10.06

25.10.06
	

	13.10.06

95/06


	06/01679/FULL

Bedfordshire Heartlands PCT

Unit 1 Doolittle Mill

Froghall Road

Ampthill

MK45 2NX
	Full application for alterations to the existing car park areas to create additional parking bays at Sandy Health Centre, Northcroft, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours at 15, 17 & 21 Northcroft notified

	RESOLVED:  No Objections.
	Town Council

23.10.06

25.10.06
	

	16.10.06

96/06


	06/01698/FULL

Mr Gipps & Miss Hayes

23 Woodpecker Way

SANDY

SG19 2SQ
	Full application for the erection of a conservatory to the rear elevation of 23 Woodpecker Way, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 21 and 25 Woodpecker Way, Sandy notified

	RESOLVED:  No Objections.
	Town Council

23.10.06

25.10.06
	


4
9

