SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 21st November 2005 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

PRESENT






  Cllr P N Aldis (Chairman)






  “   C Baker





  “   D Gale





  “   J Gurney





  “   M McMurdo






  “   C Osborne





  “   M Pettitt





  “   M Scott





  “   D Sharman






  “   Mrs S Sutton






  “   G White

Together with one Member of the Press
1.  Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs Blaine, Frood, Jaeger and Smith.
2.  Statutory Declarations of Interests from Members (P64/05)

(a)  Prejudicial interests
Cllr Mrs Sutton

Planning Applications 05/01801/FULL
Member is employed





And 05/01815/FULL



by the Applicants.

Cllr Osborne


Planning Applications 05/01801/FULL
Member’s daughter is




And 05/01815/FULL



employed by the Applicants.

Both Members left the room during consideration of these Applications.

(b)  Personal interests
Cllr Scott


Planning Application 05/01795/FULL
Member is a personal friend











of the Applicants.

Cllr Sharman
Planning Applications 05/01801 and

Member is a

05/01815/FULL



member/supporter of the

Applicant charity.

Cllr McMurdo


Planning Application 05/01673/FULL
Member is a personal friend











of the Applicants.

2.  Statutory Declarations of Interests from Members (P64/05) (Contd)

Cllr McMurdo


Planning Applications 05/01801/FULL
Member is a 





05/01815/FULL



member/supporter of the











Applicant charity.

Cllr Osborne


Planning Applications 05/01801/FULL
Member is a 





05/01815/FULL



member/supporter of the











Applicant charity.

Dispensations
Dispensations had been granted at the Meeting of the Ethics and Standards Committee of Mid Bedfordshire District Council on 12th May 2005 to enable the following members to take a full part in the business under Agenda Item 9.

Cllrs D Gale

         J Gurney

        M McMurdo

        C Osborne

        M Pettitt
        M Scott

PART “A” – RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL

11.  Beeston Green Play Equipment (Minute No 15/05) (Dated 6.6.05) (P65/05)

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND:  (a)  That the quotation received from Wicksteed Leisure for the replacement of play equipment, provision of safety surface and signage on Beeston Green be approved in the total sum of £11,974.00.

(b)  That the expenditure be found from the Capital Account.

SEE ALSO PART “B” MINUTES – RESOLVED MATTERS

MINUTE NO (P65/05)

PART “B” – RESOLVED MATTERS


3.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council (P66/05)

Prior to the consideration of Application 05/01795/FULL land at Nursery Buildings, High Road, Beeston, Sandy, Beds, three letters of objection received from near neighbours were summarised to the Meeting by the Clerk.
(SEE LIST ATTACHED)

4.  Minutes (P67/05)
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 10th October 2005 and as approved/amended and adopted by Council Meeting held on Monday 24th October 2005 and which had been previously circulated were signed.

5.  Planning or Enforcement Appeals – Notifications from Mid Bedfordshire District Council (P68/05)
05/01207/OUT

Mr R Munford

c/o D H Barford & Co

Howard House

17 Church Street

St Neots

PE19 2BU

Outline Application for the erection of a detached dwelling and garage at land to the rear of Beeston Hall, 30 The Green, Beeston, Sandy, Beds.

STC (Council 1.8.05) Object


(a)  If granted would set a precedent for further housing development at rear of existing building line.  (b)  Outside the village envelope. 
(c)  In adequate access by means of farm track only.  
(d)  Access across registered common.  
(e)  Possible drainage difficulties.

MBDC 6.9.05 Refused
Appeal lodged against Refusal by the District Council.
Appeal will be dealt with by the written representation procedure.  

Sandy Town Council’s written comments have already been sent.

RESOLVED:  That the action taken by the Clerk in submitting the Council’s comments be ratified and approved.

6.  Planning or Enforcement Appeals – Decisions (P69/05)
There were none.
7.  Verbal report from any local member who attended Development Control Committee on any matters affecting Sandy (P70/05)
Cllr Aldis reported that the Application 05/01599/FULL for a detached double garage at 38 Merlin Drive had been subject to negotiation with the Applicants in order that it be less intrusive.  This Application had now been approved.

RESOLVED:  That the Report be noted.
8.  Town Centre Enhancement (P71/05)
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Partnership held on Friday 30th September 2005 circulated with the Agenda, were received.  It was noted that a further meeting of the Partnership was planned for Friday 9th December 2005.

Members identified the following areas which they felt should be discussed at that meeting:

Bus stopping and safety
Bus Shelter

Tree Planting

Bus timetable positioning

Completion of the gravelling

Possible safety barrier at the new pedestrian crossing in Cambridge Road

9.  Sunderland Road Pavilion/Secure Storage Project  (P72/05)
The Minutes of the Meetings of the Working Group held on Friday 30th September 2005 and Friday 14th October 2005, both of which had been previously circulated were received.
The Clerk reported that he understood that a reply had now been received from Sandy Upper School and there was to be a further meeting of the Working Group on Monday 28th November 2005.. 

10.  Public Open Space, Fallowfield Estate (Minute No: P13/03) (Dated 9.6.03) (P73/05)

Drainage improvement works had recently been undertaken on the site but still no revised drawings had been received for consideration.

The Chairman said that he had spoken to Twigdens several times but without progress.

RESOLVED:  That a letter be sent to the local Constituency Member of Parliament advising him of the continued ongoing difficulties in respect of this matter and asking him to again intercede to attempt to bring a more rapid conclusion to those discussions.

11.  Beeston Green Play Equipment (Minute No: 15/05) (Dated 6.6.05)
(P65/05)

The Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.
Cllr Scott as Chairman of the appointed Working Group explained in detail the deliberations of the Working Group since June and the concept of the design that they were now recommending.  Questions from Members were answered.

The Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee at its meeting in June 2005 had delegated responsibility to the Working Group to investigate the question of replacement play equipment and to make recommendations to the Council.

As three competitive quotations had been received and considered by the Working Group, Council had complied with Financial Regulation 55(vi) and 56 (ii) in respect of this matter.

RESOLVED:  That no action be taken in respect of the proposed fencing around the equipment.

SEE ALSO PART “A” MINUTES – RECOMMENDATIONS

TO COUNCIL – MINUTE NO (P65/05)

11.  Beeston Green Play Equipment (Minute No: 15/05) (Dated 6.6.05)
(P65/05) (Contd)
After further debate it was:

RESOLVED:  That an Application for a Grant under the Village Investment Plan’s and Community Investment Plan’s Grants Schemes be made to Mid Bedfordshire District Council in respect of this project.

12.  Sandy Town Bowls Club Lease (Minute No: P109/04) (Dated 4.4.05) (P74/05)
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Working Group with the Club held on Wednesday 26th October 2005 and which had been previously circulated were received.
There was discussion over various of the recommendations/suggestions contained in the Minutes.
In particular Members were very concerned about the suggestion in 3(a) regarding “the Town Council replacing the fence with something more robust”.

Members expressed the view that the Town Council should continue with its maintenance responsibilities for the existing fence but could not agree to replace it in its entirety this being a major expenditure item.

After further considerable debate it was:

RESOLVED:  That Section 3(a) in the Minutes be deleted and that the Working Group be requested to advise the Club at the next meeting of the decision of Council but that it will continue to be responsible for the maintenance of the fence.

All other discussion points in the Minutes were noted and approved, in order to facilitate further negotiations with the Club.

Cllr Gurney said that although he had volunteered to serve on this Working Group, having given the matter further consideration, he had decided that he had a clear conflict of interest and therefore that it would be in his best interests and those of the Council, if he were to now resign from the Working Group.

RESOLVED:  (a)  That the resignation of Cllr Gurney from the Working Group be received.

(b)  That Cllr Mrs Susan Sutton be appointed to serve on the Working Group to replace Cllr Gurney.

13.  Jordan’s Yard Development, Sandy – Street Naming (P75/05)

The Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.
RESOLVED:  That Sandy Town Council recommends that those properties on this new development fronting onto Sunderland Road and Faynes Court should be consecutively numbered “Sunderland Road”, that those properties fronting onto the Market Square should be consecutively numbered “Market Square”, those properties fronting onto Pleasant Place should be consecutively numbered “Pleasant Place”.

ALSO RESOLVED:  That Sandy Town Council recommends that the name of this whole development should be Downing Court (in memory of the late Richard Downing) and that Plots 23 and 24 within the development should be separately numbered “Downing Court”.
14.  Press Release (P76/05)
RESOLVED:  That a Press Release be issued regarding the name preferred for the Jordans Yard development.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	1.11.05

102/05


	05/01673/FULL

Mr & Mrs D Needham

4 Malaunay Place

SANDY

SG19 1UP
	Full application for the erection of a detached double garage to replace existing detached single garage and alterations to existing access.
Near neighbours 3 Malaunay Place, 16 & 18 Rutland Gardens, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:  No objections
	P P & O S

21.11.05

22.11.05
	

	3.11.05

103/05


	05/01751/FULL

Mrs Keir & Mr Waller

66 Winchester Road

Sandy

SG19 1DQ
	Full application for the erection of a conservatory to the rear of 66 Winchester Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 64 & 68 Winchester Road, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:  No objections
	P P & O S

21.11.05

22.11.05
	

	3.11.05

104/05


	05/01770/FULL

Ms J Hicks

1 Shannon Close

Sandy

SG19 1TJ
	Full application for the erection of a conservatory to the rear of 1 Shannon Close, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 2 Shannon Close, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:  No objections
	P P & O S

21.11.05

22.11.05
	

	7.11.05

105/05


	05/01795/FULL

R Smith Esq t/a Spicer (Contractors) Ltd

57 Bedford Road Sandy

SG19 1ES
	Full application for change of use of former agricultural/horticultural land to parking/storage of commercial vehicles, plant, machinery and materials for groundworks/industrial waste storage, alterations and replacement building (retrospective) at land at Nursery Buildings, High Road, Beeston, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighours 4-9 The Knolls, Beeston notified


	RESOLVED:  Object

(a) Industrial use within a rural environment.

(b) Loss of amenities to near neighbours.

(c) Dangerous access to A1 Trunk Road.

(d) Access across Common Land.
	P P & O S

21.11.05

22.11.05
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	7.11.05

106/05


	05/01801/FULL

RSPB

The Lodge

Sandy

SG19 2DL


	Full application for the erection of a single storey storage building at The Entrance Lodge, Sandy Warren, Potton Road, Sandy, Beds.


	RESOLVED:  No objections
	P P & O S

21.11.05

22.11.05
	

	7.11.05

107/05


	05/01815/FULL

RSPB

The Lodge

Sandy

SG19 2DL


	Listed Building application for alterations to existing ramped access and installation of 6 x solar panels to flat roof of Gate House Shop at The Entrance Lodge, Sandy Warren, Potton Road, Sandy, Beds.


	RESOLVED:  No objections
	P P & O S

21.11.05

22.11.05
	

	11.11.05

108/05


	05/01787/LDCP

Ms Winwood

4 Robin Close

Sandy

SG19 2TB
	Lawful Development Certification application for a single storey rear extension and conversion of existing garage (proposed) at 4 Robin Close, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 2, 6 & 10 Robin Close, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:  No objections
	P P & O S

21.11.05

22.11.05
	

	11.11.05

109/05


	05/01792/FULL

Mr & Mrs Stanbridge

Hawkesbury

Sand Lane

Sandy

SG19 2DB
	Full application for the erection of a part two storey, part first floor front/side extension.  Two storey rear extension.  Front porch at Hawkesbury, Sand Lane, Sandy, Beds.
	RESOLVED:  No objections
	P P & O S

21.11.05

22.11.05
	

	14.11.05

110/05


	05/01724/FULL

The Roundabout Club

Kings Road

Sandy

SG19 1EL
	Full application for the erection of a single storey side extension with terrace over at Kings Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours The Baptist Church, Bedford Road, Sandy notified


	RESOLVED:  No objections
	P P & O S

21.11.05

22.11.05
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	14.11.05

111/05


	05/01837/FULL

Zwetsloots Ltd

c/o D H Barford & Co

Howard House

17 Church Street

ST NEOTS

PE19 2BU
	Full application for the extensions to flower processing building with new parking and vehicle manoeuvring areas, internal access roads with security gatehouse and earth bunds for landscaping at The Nursery, Great North Road, Sandy, Beds.


	RESOLVED:  No objections
	P P & O S

21.11.05

22.11.05
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