SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 20th June 2005, in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 pm.

PRESENT






Cllr D Gale (Mayor)






   "   N Aldis






   "   P Blaine






   "   R Frood





   "   M McMurdo





   "   C Osborne





   "   M Pettitt






   "   M Scott






   "   D Sharman

together with County Cllr J Scott and five electors
1.  APOLOGIES for absence were received from Cllrs Downing, Gurney and Jaeger.
2.  STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS 
(26/05)

(a)  Prejudicial Interests

There were none.

(b)  Personal Interests 

Cllr Aldis

Planning Application     05/00859/LB
Member is a Personal Friend 









of the Applicant

Cllr Frood

Planning Application     05/00859/LB
Member is a Personal Friend 










of the Applicant

Cllr McMurdo

Planning Application     05/00859/LB
Member is a Personal Friend 










of the Applicant

Cllr Scott

Planning Application     05/00859/LB
Member is a Personal Friend 










of the Applicant

Dispensations


Dispensations had been granted at the meeting of the Ethics and Standards Committee of Mid Beds District Council on 12th May 2004 to enable the following members to take a full part in the business under Agenda item 7.

Cllrs P Blaine


D Gale


M McMurdo


C Osborne


M Pettitt


M Scott

3. ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS 
(27/05)

Mr Ken Lynch had reported concerns that strangers had been seen around the skatepark area on Sunderland Road. He asked whether the Town Council would be prepared to take on the maintenance of a CCTV camera if one were to be purchased by the Skatepark Association.

The Deputy Clerk informed Members that it would not just be a case of maintenance but that the cost of surveillance would be several thousand pounds per year.

It was pointed out that there were already two cameras in the vicinity which ought to be able to cover the area in question.  Finance and General Purposes Committee were awaiting a report from Mr Beale at Sandy Security on the current cameras.

RESOLVED: That Finance and General Purposes Committee be requested to consider the matter further when Mr Beale’s report has been received.

A resident of Mill Lane had a complaint about the quality of the grass cutting on verges and open spaces.  In particular it did not appear that much strimming was being undertaken.

RESOLVED: That the Deputy Clerk be requested to write to Mr Steve Whittaker, Head of Environmental Services at Mid Beds District Council outlining the concerns raised and asking for his comments.
4.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY SANDY TOWN COUNCIL (28/05)

One letter of objection from near neighbours in connection with Application 05/00813/FULL had been received.  This was summarised to the meeting by the Chairman of Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee prior to the consideration of the Application.
(SEE LIST ATTACHED)

5. CASUAL VACANCIES ON SANDY TOWN COUNCIL (2No) (29/05)

The details of the applicants for co-option to the Town Council were received and considered. Each candidate gave a short presentation about themselves to Council. Voting then took place in accordance with Local Government Act 1972 Sch 12 para.39.

RESOLVED: (a) That Mrs Susan Sutton be appointed to fill the casual vacancy left by the resignation of Cllr Goss.

(b) That Mr Colin Baker be appointed to fill the casual vacancy left by the resignation of Cllr Mrs Gautier Groom.

6.  MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS (30/05)

The Mayor commented on the Sandy Carnival which he felt had been one of the best that he had attended. He had written a personal letter to the local newspaper congratulating the organisers.
9.5.05

Attended with the Mayoress the Mayor Making at Huntingdon.

17.5.05 Attended the launch of the Bedfordshire Gardens Trust at Silsoe.

18.5.05 Together with the Mayoress, attended the Mayor Making at St Ives.

6.  MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS (30/05) (CONTD)
27.5.05 Attended the RSVP Charity Coffee Morning at St Swithun’s Church Rooms.

1.6.05 With the Mayoress, attended the Installation Ceremony of the Mayor of Luton.

4.6.05 Together with the Mayoress, Deputy Mayor and Mayoress attended the Army 



Benevolent Fund “Beat the Retreat” Evening at Howbury Hall, Renhold

5.6.05

Supported by the Mayoress, attended the 5th Birthday Celebration of Keech 



Hospice at St Albans Cathedral.

7.6.05 Together with the Mayoress, Deputy Mayor and Mayoress opened the new “Youth Pub” at The Bell Public House, Sandy.

10.6.05 Together with the Mayoress, presented the Annual Awards at the Sandy Colts Presentation Evening at Sandy Upper School.  

12.6.05 Accompanied by the Mayoress, attended the Annual Civic Service at St Ives.

12.6.05 Together with the Mayoress, attended the Royal British Legion Garden Party in

Sandy.
14.6.05
With the Mayoress attended The Rectory Rooms, Sandy to meet the
Bishop of St Albans.

17.6.05 Attended with the Mayoress the Bedfordshire Heartlands Tourism Association

2005 Golden Lion Awards at Woburn.

18.6.05 Accompanied by the Mayoress, judged the Carnival floats at the Sandy Festival and took part in the parade.
19.6.05 Together with the Mayoress, presented the awards at the Sandy Festival Football 



Tournament.
DEPUTY MAYOR

12.5.05 Accompanied by the Deputy Mayoress, attended a Royal Navy Presentation
evening at the Priory Centre, St Neots.  Cllrs Aldis, Blaine and Sharman also 

attended.

14.5.05 Supported by the Deputy Mayoress, acted as Judges for the Sandy Summer 



Festival Prince and Princess Competition.

19.6.05  
Supported by the Deputy Mayoress, attended the Pasque Charity Mid-Summer

Show at Barnfield College, Luton.

RESOLVED: That the Deputy Clerk be requested to write to the organisers of the Sandy Festival, congratulating them on the success of the event.
7.  MINUTES AND REPORTS (31/05)

(a)  Annual Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 9th May 2005.
RESOLVED: (a)That the Minutes, including Exempt Minute, Minute No (20/05), which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and signed as a correct record.
(b) That Exempt Minute, Minute No (20/05) remain as an Exempt Matter.
(b)  Meeting of Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Monday 16th May 2005.

RESOLVED:  (a) That the Minutes, including Exempt Minute, Minute No (F13/05), as previously circulated be approved and adopted.

(b) That Exempt Minute, Minute No (F13/05) remain as an Exempt Matter.

RECOMMENDATIONS:

MATTERS ARISING 
(h)  Financial Regulations 

RESOLVED: That the Financial Regulations governing Sandy Town Council be approved and adopted.

TOWN CENTRE CAR PARK – NON DOMESTIC RATES 2005/2006


RESOLVED: That Mr Nicholas Lowe be requested to represent Sandy Town Council in making an appeal against the 2005 Business Rates Valuation in respect of the Sandy Town Centre Car Park.

QUALITY COUNCIL REQUIREMENTS - COMMUNICATION



RESOLVED: (a) That the Quarterly Newsletter should be distributed to all households in Sandy (4633 copies).  
(b) That Town Council should increase the estimate of the cost of the Newsletter and Annual Bulletin by £780 to be funded from the Contingency Account.

MATTERS ARISING: There were none.

(c)  Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 6th June 2005.

RESOLVED: That the Minutes as previously circulated be approved and adopted with the amendment of resolution 6,4(a) as follows:

Environment and Leisure Focus Group- Green Space Management initiative- Bedford Road Recreation Ground

RESOLVED: (a) That the Environment and Leisure Focus Group’s proposal be approved subject to further consideration being given to the siting of the proposed log pile.


7.  MINUTES AND REPORTS (31/05) (CONTD)

RECOMMENDATIONS: 
SUNDERLAND ROAD PAVILION/SECURE STORAGE PROJECT

RESOLVED: (a) That in order to satisfy the requirements of the terms of the Football Foundation grant the design of the proposed new building be amended to a single storey building.

(b) That Mr Willmott, the Design Consultant, be requested to prepare and submit for Planning Consent a new set of plans for a single storey building based on the sketch proposals that were put to the meeting of the Working Group on 21st April 2005.

(c) That the additional fees that would now be incurred in preparing and submitting these new drawings and application be approved and found from the sum already reserved for this project in the Capital Programme.

STREET LIGHTING

RESOLVED: (a) That the Town Council owned street lamps should now be properly labelled as proposed by Raynesway Construction, the work to be completed by that organisation.

(b) That the expenditure of £1,304.00 to enable this work to proceed be approved and found from the Contingency Account for 2005/2006.

MATTERS ARISING: The Mayor reported on a meeting of the Sunderland Road Pavilion Working Group, held that afternoon.  The Building Consultant had produced a sketch plan of the single storey building. It was felt that Planning Approval would not pose a problem because the previous two storey plan had been approved prior to this meeting.  It was intended that the finalised approved plans, the business plan and the bid documents should be complete for submission to the 5th September meeting of Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee and thence to Town Council on 12th September.

The Mayor reported that as with the fees for the Building Consultant, additional funds were required so that the Bid Consultant could complete his work.

RESOLVED: That the Bid Consultant’s fee should be paid for a further three months until September 2005 at the level previously agreed and found from the sum already reserved for this project in the Capital Programme.

8.  MATTERS ARISING (32/05)

(a) Oral Questions from Electors – re: Budgens Supermarket Entrance (S3/04) (6.12.04)
All of the works proposed by the Property Agents for Budgens have now been completed.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and the item may now be deleted.
(b) WAGN Rail Services to Sandy and Related Problems (101/04) (17.1.05)

The notes of the meeting held on 11th May 2005 were received and considered.
8.  MATTERS ARISING (32/05) (CONTD)

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and that a response from Mr Barthorpe concerning the provision of toilets at the station be awaited.


(c) Resolution from Annual Parish Meeting Re: Closure of TIC in Sandy (24/05) (9.5.05)

The replies from the Chief Executive of Mid Beds District Council was received and considered.  Members were disappointed that the closure of the Tourist Information Centre now seemed certain.

Cllr Blaine reported that MBDC were to consider installing additional point of presence to the ones at Ampthill and Biggleswade but it was pointed out that these facilities would not be able to perform as full TICs. 

RESOLVED:  That the Clerk be requested to liaise with District Councillors in order to draft another letter to the Chief Executive of MBDC regarding the possibility of keeping the Sandy TIC open.

9.  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES (33/05)

Cllr Aldis reported on:
The Community Safety Group.  The Group is involved with the police in setting up a “No cold calling” zone in Sandy.  It is hoped that it will come into operation in the Autumn.

S.A.N.D.Y. Ltd. The company has encountered more problems in drafting its Articles of Association and Memorandum.  If more than 20% of the Board are Councillors the Company would be bound by the legislation governing Councils.  The only way to avoid this is to restructure the make up of the Board of Directors.

RESOLVED:  That Finance and General Purposes Committee be given delegated authority to restructure the Board of S.A.N.D.Y. Ltd at its meeting to be held on 27th June 2005.


10.  CLERK’S REPORT (34/05)

(1)  Accounts 01.04.05 to 30.04.05and 01.04.05 to 31.05.05
RESOLVED: That the list of Receipts and Payments for April and May 2005, which had been on display prior to the meeting, be received and approved.

(2)  Vacancies on Working Groups and as Council Representatives on Outside Bodies

The following appointments were made:

Sandy Market Management Group:  Cllr C E Baker

Communications Working Group: Cllr C E Baker, Cllr S J Sutton

Sandy Enhancement Group (substitute): Cllr S J Sutton

Robert Peel Lower School Governor (nominee): Cllr C E Baker


10.  CLERK’S REPORT (34/05) (CONTD)

J.M.C. (substitute): Cllr S J Sutton

Sunderland Road Pavilion/Secure Storage Working Group: No appointment

11.  MEMBERS SURGERIES 2005/2006 (35/05)

The suggested arrangements for the Members surgeries were considered.  Several Members put their names forward for attendance at Surgeries and an additional date was added

RESOLVED:  That the suggested arrangements for Members surgeries together with additions be approved.  (REVISED COPY ATTACHED) 
12.  ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS (36/05)

There were none.

11.  PRESS RELEASE (37/05)

RESOLVED: That the co-option of Cllrs Sutton and Baker be communicated to the Press. 
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Council Meeting – 20.6.05

11.  MEMBERS SURGERIES 2005/2006
	Date
	Day
	Time
	Venue
	Councillor
	Councillor
	Reserve

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	June 24th
	Friday
	9.30-11.30
	S.T.C.
	Jaeger
	Aldis
	

	July 9th
	Saturday
	
	Maple Tree Lower
	White
	Sharman
	

	Sept 3rd
	Saturday
	10.00-12.00
	Library
	Aldis
	Blaine
	

	Oct 21st
	Friday
	10.30-12.30
	Social Centre
	Gale
	Gurney
	

	Jan 14th
	Saturday
	9.30-11.30
	Budgens
	Pettitt
	McMurdo
	

	Mar 4th
	Saturday
	10.00-12.00
	S.T.C.
	Osborne
	Gale
	

	Apr 22nd 
	Saturday
	10.00-12.00
	S.T.C.
	
	
	

	June 22nd 
	Friday
	9.30-11.30
	Lloyds Chemist
	
	
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	2.6.05

53/05


	05/00813/FULL

Mr & Mrs P Williams

14 The Green

Beeston
Sandy

Beds

SG19 1PF
	Full application for the erection of a two storey rear extension at 14 The Green, Beeston, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 12 and 16 The Green, Beeston notified

	RESOLVED: Object

Loss of amenity to near neighbour (loss of light)
	Town Council

20.6.05

21.6.05
	

	6.6.05

54/05


	05/00887/FULL
Mr B Thomson

16 Swift Close

Sandy

SG19 2UU
	Full application for the erection of a conservatory to the rear of 16 Swift Close, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 14 and 18 Swift Close, Sandy notified


	RESOLVED: No Objections


	Town Council

20.6.05

21.6.05
	

	8.6.05

55/05


	05/00828/FULL

Mr & Mrs R Spellman

25 The Jays

Sandy

SG19 2UY 
	Full application for the erection of a two storey side extension to 25 The Jays, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 23 and 27 The Jays, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED: No Objections


	Town Council

20.6.05

21.6.05
	

	8.6.05

56/05


	05/00859/LB

Mr J Thoday

103 High Street

Sandy

SG19 1AL


	Listed Building Consent application for replacement of two external doors to 103 High Street, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 101 High Street, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED: No Objections


	Town Council

20.6.05

21.6.05
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