SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 19th June 2006 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

PRESENT





Cllr D H Gale (Mayor)






   "   N Aldis





   "   C Baker





   "   P Blaine






   "   M McMurdo






   "   C Osborne






   "   M Pettitt





   "   M Scott






   "   D Sharman





   "   R Smith





   "   Mrs S Sutton

Together with Inspector J Maries, Sgt E Bloodworth and PCSO S Good

And a Member of the Press

1.  APOLOGIES were received from Cllrs R Frood, D Jaeger, G White and County Cllr J Scott.
2.  INSPECTOR JOHN MARIES TO GIVE UPDATE ON POLICING IN SANDY (28/06)
The Mayor welcomed Inspector John Maries, Sgt Ted Bloodworth and PCSO Sally Good to the meeting.  Inspector Maries introduced his colleagues.

Sgt Bloodworth updated the meeting on the following:

CCTV

He reported on various meetings he had had with Farsight plc and circulated notes which included information on how to contact and report incidents.

Radio Project

He reported that the aerials were now in place with the base stations being installed on Tuesday 20th June.  The anticipated launch was in August/September.  A crime prevention package was being arranged for local retailers.

A Member said that there were some discrepancies on the location of cameras on the map and that some of the roads were wrong.  It was suggested that the office monitor any discrepancies and pass these onto Sgt Bloodworth and Farsight plc.

The question of nuisance youths in Bedford Road Recreation Ground arose and the meeting was assured by Inspector Maries that Farsight were aware of this and that the police are monitoring the situation.  He also said that Mr Rollings of MBDC was looking at upgrading and improving the cameras, which may include the quality and definition of pictures.  Sgt Bloodworth said that Farsight had agreed to produce an incident log.

2.  INSPECTOR JOHN MARIES TO GIVE UPDATE ON POLICING IN SANDY (28/06) (CONTD)
It was suggested that more Partnership Meetings with MBDC be held to discuss Farsight’s  take over of the CCTV operation.  

Inspector Maries circulated a paper regarding Police Community Support Officers and their powers.  He said that the housing of the PCSO’s and Beat Manager in Sandy was still a problem.  The PCSO’s would start on the 10th July in Biggleswade and then integrate to Sandy.  It was suggested that a meeting should be arranged to determine the assignments of the PCSO’s between the Police and members of Council.

A Member said that there did not appear to be a quick response from the Police regarding minor elector problems.  Sgt Bloodworth stated that messages were passed on to the Beat Managers as soon as possible.

It was stated that the public need to be aware of how to report minor incidents to the police and that they must be made aware that the police prioritise incidents.  If the public report incidents to the Council they will report them to the police and the PCSO’s can then act.
PCSO Sally Good stated that they are going into local schools to educate the children to educate their parents regarding issues at school i.e. parking and speeding.  A member asked if they would visit Maple Tree Lower School on Fallowfield Estate in the near future.

Inspector Maries said that there was to be a review re Fixed Penalty Tickets in September/October and that they might have to wait until then as tickets will have to be reprinted to cover issue by PCSO’s and to include the new fine levels and new legislation.
RESOLVED:  (a)  That a meeting be arranged with the CCTV Partnership to discuss Farsight plc.
(b)  That matters arising from the above meeting be discussed at a subsequent meeting of Finance & General Purposes Committee.

(c)  That an article be placed in the next issue of the Council’s Newsletter regarding the public contacting the Police and Farsight to report incidents.

The Mayor thanked the Police for attending and they left the meeting.
3.  TO RECEIVE STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS (29/06)
(a)
Prejudicial Interests
There were none.

(b)
Personal Interests
There were none.

4.  ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS (30/06)
Cllr Aldis reported that Cllr Alistair Gammell had been awarded an OBE for his work in conservation in the Queen’s Birthday Honours List.

RESOLVED:  That a letter of congratulations be sent to Cllr Gammell.
5.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY SANDY TOWN 
COUNCIL (31/06)
(SEE LIST ATTACHED)

6.  MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS (32/06)
10/05/06
Together with the Mayoress attended the Mayor Making ceremony at St. Ives.

14/05/06
Accompanied by the Mayoress attended the Mayor's Civic Service at Arlesey.

18/05/06
Accompanied by the Mayoress, attended the Mayor Making ceremony at

Huntingdon.

21/05/06
Together with the Mayoress, took part in the judging of the Prince & Princess

Competition for the Sandy Festival.

30/05/06
Attended the launch of Home Start - Mid Beds, at The Lawns Early Excellence

Centre Biggleswade. 

03/06/06
Accompanied by the Mayoress attended and presented the awards at the Sandy

Colts Presentation evening.

04/06/06
Together with the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of St Ives Civic Service.

06/06/06
Attended the 1st. Sandy Scouts A G M.

10/06/06
Accompanied by the Mayoress, opened the 10th. Anniversary exhibition of 



Sandy Transport Society.

11/06/06
Together with the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of St. Neots Civic service.

11/06/06
Accompanied by the Mayoress attended the R. B. L. garden party at the Queens

Head Sandy.

15/06/06
Together with the Mayoress attended the Area Annual meeting of the British 



Red Cross.

16/06/06
Attended with the Mayoress the Pasque Charity Garden Party at Luton.

17/06/06
Accompanied by the Mayoress and Deputy Mayoress, carried out the judging of 



the floats on Sandy Festival Day.

18/06/06
Together with the Mayoress , attended the "Cyclothon 51 " charity cycle ride.

19/06/06
Took part in broadcast on Biggles F M on the "Thought for Today " slot.
7.  MINUTES AND REPORTS (33/06)
(a)  Annual Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 8th May 2006
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes which have been previously circulated, be received, approved and signed as a correct record.

(b)  Meeting of Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Monday 15th May 2006
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes which have been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted.

RECOMMENDATIONS:  There were none.

(c)  Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 5th June 2006
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes which have been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted.

RECOMMENDATIONS:  There were none.

8.  ST NEOTS ROAD SURGERY (34/06)
A reply received from the Primary Healthcare Trust has already been circulated to Members.

Two Members attended the recent meeting with the PCT and were not impressed by the procedures.  One Member invited the PCT to speak at a meeting of the Sandy electorate.
9.  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES (35/06)
Cllr McMurdo said that a flooding meeting had been arranged and the information had been circulated to Members.

Cllr Pettitt reported on the recent visit in May of the French Twinning Association.  He also said that there would be a visit from the Polish Twinning Association on the 13th to the 18th July when various events would take place.
10.  CLERK’S REPORT (36/06)
1.  Accounts 01.04.06 to 30.04.06 and 1.05.06 to 31.05.06
RESOLVED:  That the Lists of Receipts and Payments for April and May 2006 which had been on display prior to the meeting be received and approved.
2.  Notification of Date of Annual External Audit 

RESOLVED:  That the date of the external Audit of the Council’s Accounts, Friday 7th July 2006 be noted.

10.  CLERK’S REPORT (36/06) (CONTD)
3.  Final End of Year Accounts 2005/2006

RESOLVED:  That the Annual Accounts as circulated be approved and adopted for submission to the External Auditor.  (APPENDIX “A” ATTACHED)

4.  Certificate of Assurance

RESOLVED:  That the Mayor be authorised to sign the Certificate of Assurance on the Annual Return to be submitted to the External Auditors.

5.  MBDC Contaminated Land Strategy 2006-2011 – Consultation Evening

RESOLVED:  That Cllr Aldis attend the Consultation Evening to be held at The Limes, Dunstable Street, Ampthill, Beds on Thursday 29th June 2006 from 4.00pm to 6.30pm.

6.  Annual General Meeting of Bedfordshire Association of Town and Parish Councils – Nominations to County Committee

RESOLVED:  That Cllr Blaine remain as the Council’s nominated Member for election to the County Committee of the Bedfordshire Association of Town and Parish Councils.  
11.  PROPOSED EXTENSION TO COUNCIL OFFICES TO PROVIDE NEW TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE (37/06)
A Member raised several points on the Clerk’s Report which had been circulated, which will be passed onto the Management Group for their consideration.

In addition there were concerns about the possible building costs, however it was pointed out that the costs were higher in order to “match” the quality of the existing building.
RESOLVED:  (a)  That the draft proposals for the new building be approved.

(b)  That the further expenditure of £1,465.00 on preparation and submission of full planning application be approved from the Capital Account.
12.  ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS (38/06)
There were none.
13.  PRESS RELEASE (39/06)
RESOLVED:  That no press release is considered necessary.
Council Members expressed their best wishes to Mrs Foster and thanks to Mrs Baker-Smith for standing in at short notice.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	2.6.06

50/06


	06/00891/FULL

Toybox Day Nurseries Ltd

Saxon Centre

Kingsfield Road

Biggleswade

SG18 8AT
	Full application for the retention of a temporary building for additional space required for after school club and holiday club facilities (retrospective) at Toybox Day Nursery, 7 Medusa Way, Sandy, Beds.
Near neighbours 1 and 7 Shannon Close, Sandy notified

	RESOLVED:  Object

(a)  Loss of amenity to near neighbours.


(b)  Extension of hours beyond those expected.
	Town Council

19.6.06

21.6.06
	

	7.6.06

51/06


	06/00890/FULL

Mr & Mrs Heslington

29 Weavers Green

SANDY

SG19 2TR
	Full application for the erection of a conservatory to the rear of 29 Weavers Green, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 27 Weavers Green, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:  No Objections
	Town Council

19.6.06

21.6.06
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