Sandy Town Council



Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee 

Minutes of a Meeting held on Monday 18 July 2011 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy at 7.30pm.
Present:   Cllrs N Aldis (Chairman), W Jackson, K Lynch, C Osborne, M Pettitt, Mrs M Runchman, D Sharman, R Smith, Mrs J Smyth, Mrs S Stacey, Mrs S Sutton and G White.

Central Bedfordshire Cllr Mrs N Sheppard was present.  The Deputy Town Clerk was in attendance.
	1
	Apologies for absence (P14/11-12)      
Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Ali, Lunn and Scott. Apologies also received from Central Bedfordshire Cllr Maudlin.


	2
	Declaration of Interests (P15/11-12)
a) Personal

Cllr Aldis declared a personal interest in item 8 because of his involvement with application made by Sandy & District Senior Citizens Community Support Group and as a governor of Sandye Place Academy.

Cllr Osborne declared a personal interest in item 6.2 as a member of the Parochial Church Council for St Swithun’s Church.
b) Prejudicial 

Cllr Lynch declared a personal interest in item 8 because of his involvement with the Sandy & District Senior Citizens Community Support Group.



	3
	Planning Applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council (P16/11-12)
a) CB/11/02253/ FULL Erection of single storey rear extension at 23 Mill Lane, Sandy, Beds.

It was resolved: to make no objections to the proposed development.



	4
	Minutes of the Previous Meeting  (P17/11-12)
It was resolved: that the minutes of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on 6 June 2011 be approved as a correct record of proceedings.



	5
	Verbal report from any local member who attended Development Control Committee on any matters affecting Sandy (P18/11-12)
Cllr Aldis reported that Railway Station Car Park was to be discussed at the next meeting of Development Control on the 20th July 2011and the application is recommended for approval.

Cllr Aldis also reported that Woodside Caravan Park, Hatch was discussed at the last meeting of Development Control. Officers had recommended the application for approval. Central Bedfordshire Council members of the committee voted against because of intrusion in the countryside and inappropriate development. It is likely the application will go to appeal. 


	6
	Minutes of Sub-Committees (P19/11-12)
1. It was resolved: to receive the minutes of a meeting of the Riddy and Pinnacle Management Sub-Committee site visit held on 15 June 2011. (Cllr Sharman went through the minutes for the committee.)
2. It was resolved: to receive the minutes of a meeting and a walkabout meeting of the Open Spaces Sub-Committee site visit held on 29 June 2011. 
Item 4 Section 106, Members discussed Section 106 monies and in particular the Tesco development where it has been indicated Section 106 monies will be spent on public art. It was noted: that spending of Section 106 monies is added to the agenda for the meeting with the Chief Executive of Central Bedfordshire Council. 
Item 5 Weed and Worm Control, Members Noted: that the Open Spaces sub-Committee does not have the power to resolve financial items and because of this the resolved should have been a recommendation only. 
It was Resolved: (a) That the treatments of weed control at Bedford Road Recreation Ground and at Sunderland Road Recreation Ground and the treatment for worm control at Bedford Road Recreation Ground do not take place this financial year. Thus providing a saving which could be spent in the town council’s other Open Space areas such as the skip for Bowls and Cricket Club and the St Swithuns churchyard. 
(b) That the amount of weeds at Bedford Road Recreation Ground and at Sunderland Road Recreation Ground and the amount of worms at Bedford Road Recreation Ground be assessed over the next year to determine whether treatments need to take place next year. 
It was Resolved to recommend: That the cost to carry out the treatment of weeds at Bedford Road Recreation Ground and at Sunderland Road Recreation Ground and worms at Bedford Road Recreation Ground is included within the appropriate Open Spaces budget(s) for 2012/13.

Item 6 St Swithuns Churchyard
It was Resolved: (i) That the Town Council accept the offer of match funding from St Swithuns Church. 
(ii) To seek clarification from the PCC that St Swithuns Church will fund the information board to give details about increasing of flora and fauna within the churchyard or whether this is part of the match funding. 
(iii) That some of the savings made from not carrying out the weed and worm control this year could be vired to the planting arrangements code to cover the shortfall. 
(iv) That if the St Swithuns church will not fund the information board, that the PCC obtain sponsorship to fund the information board. 
(v) That the PCC could contact the supplier they have mentioned in the letter, as the supplier may wish to donate the materials required to carry out the scheme free of charge to St Swithuns Church. 

Item 8 Bowls Club Irrigation Tank 
It was Resolved: (i) That the quote from Hortech for £2437.00 + V.A.T. is approved for the removal of the existing irrigation tank, supply and install of a new irrigation tank. 
(ii) That Section 106 monies are used to pay for the removal of the existing irrigation tank, supply and install of a new irrigation tank, though approval from a Central Bedfordshire Council planning manager is required. 
It was Resolved: That if Section106 monies are not approved for the supply and installation of the Bowls Club irrigation tank the matter should be referred back to a future Council meeting. 
Item 9 Bedford Road Recreation Ground
It was Resolved: (i) That an application to carry tree works is made to Central Bedfordshire Council to reduce the length of some of the lower small branches from the tree nearest the war memorial. 
(ii) That if Central Bedfordshire Council approve the work that the DSO staff carry out the work using the Mobile Scaffolding Tower. 
(Members then discussed health and safety with regard to carrying out the tree work.) 
(iii) that a risk assessment is carried out to ascertain whether the DSO staff can undertake the work. 
(iv) that if a third party has to carry out the work the matter should be referred back to a future Council meeting. 
The committee discussed tree planting in Bedford Road Recreation Ground, and the possibility of the Sandy Enhancement Group being able to make an application for free trees for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee, It was Resolved: to refer back to the Open Spaces sub-Committee to investigate further the recommendation they made “That the Council as part of the Estimates process considers planting a row of trees in Bedford Road Recreation Ground south and west from the Cableway alongside Cedar Gardens to the large lime tree which is in a garden of a property in The Avenue.” 
Item 10 Other locations can be visited if time allows, Members discussed the items.


	7

	Street Lighting (P20/11-12)
The Committee noted and discussed the report and the correspondence received from the street lighting contractor. 
It was resolved to recommend: that the 17 street light columns identified as needing to be replaced by the street lighting contractor are replaced at a cost of £26,160 and this be paid for out of the capital account.
It was resolved to recommend: that the work to maintain the 7 street light columns identified as needing maintenance by the street lighting contractor at a cost of £525 to be paid for out of the revenue account.
It was resolved: that third party independent street lighting contractors no longer comment on the validity of the report provided by CBC.
It was resolved: That urgent steps are taken to contact the Police and the Council’s insurance company with regard to any future reports of damage caused by a third party to the council’s street lights.



	8

	Swimming Scheme (P21/11-12)
Cllr Lynch gave some further verbal information before leaving the room.

The Committee discussed a proposal by Sandy & District Senior Citizens Community Support Group to provide a grant of £180.45 to support provision of swimming facilities at Sandye Place Academy for the benefit of Sandy residents over 50 year olds between 10.30 am and 12.30 pm on the 6 Wednesdays of the school summer holidays 2011.
It was resolved:  that a grant of up to £180.45 be provided to cover the shortfall between the Sandy & District Senior Citizens Community Support Group income from the swimming sessions and their cost. It was further agreed that Cllr Lynch would report back to Sandy Town Council on the finances of the scheme and the number of over 50 year olds who took part.  

Council noted that funding for this project would come from the £2,000 set aside in the estimates for development of a swimming scheme and other community groups would be invited to apply for similar support.

Cllr Lynch re-entered the room before the next item was discussed.


	9
	Development Management (P22/11-12)
The Committee discussed attendance at Central Bedfordshire Council Development Management meeting on the 20 July 2011. Cllr Aldis reported that he would be attending as Central Bedfordshire Council ward member and as a member of the Development Management committee.



	10
	Parking Controls (P23/11-12)
The Committee noted a letter received from the Transportation Manager at Bedfordshire Highways about parking controls in Sandy and an email received from the Transportation Watchman at Bedfordshire Highways. Members were advised that all recent schemes across Central Bedfordshire only scored a maximum of 1 star.

It was resolved: that parking controls in Sandy are added to the agenda for the meeting with the Chief Executive of Central Bedfordshire Council.


	11
	Queen’s Diamond Jubilee: Lighting of Beacons – 4 June 2012 (P24/11-12)
The Committee noted and discussed the report. The Deputy Town Clerk read out two emails that had been received in the last few days one from the Bedfordshire Rural Communities Charity and one from the landowner. Committee considered that rather than a bonfire beacon a metal cage on a pole beacon would be more suitable and a thorough risk assessment is completed. 
It was resolved to recommend: that the Town Council agree in principle to have a metal cage beacon on a pole to celebrate the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee and the beacon be located on the Pinnacle Hill.
It was resolved: that the Mayor and other Cllrs meet at the site with the Fire Service to look at the feasibility of the beacon.
It was resolved: that if the Council proceed with the a beacon for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee a thorough risk assessment is completed.


	12
	Press Release (P25/11-12)
It was resolved: to issue a press release advising that the town council wants to support the Queen’s Jubilee with a Beacon and if anyone would like to sponsor the Beacon they should contact the town council. 

It was resolved: to issue a press release about the swimming scheme for the over 50 year olds.
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