SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 16th   August 2004 in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 p.m.

PRESENT






Cllr P A Blaine (Chairman)






  “   N Aldis






  “   R Downing






  “   R Frood






  “   D Gale

  “   Mrs I Gautier-Groom
  “   A Goss
  “   J Gurney






  “   M McMurdo






  “   C Osborne






  “   M Pettitt






  “   M Scott






  “   D Sharman






  “   G White


together with Mr Steve Whittaker, Contract Services Manager, M.B.D.C., Ms Carly Fielding, Ms Sophie Robertson, representatives of Sandy Action for Youth and Ms Steph Large from the County Youth Service. One Member of the Press and one elector.

1.  APOLOGIES: There were none.

2.  STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FROM MEMBERS   
(F21/04)

(a) Prejudicial Interests

Cllr Gale
Planning Applications 04/01380/ADV and 04/01301/LB
Member is a former employee of Greene King and is in receipt of a pension from them. (left the Chamber)

(b) Personal interests

There were none.

PART ‘A’ RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL

8.  POSITION OF OUTSTANDING AUTHORISED CONTRACTED WORKS (F27/04)

(SEE ALSO PART 'B' MINUTES - RESOLVED MATTERS, MINUTE No (F27/04)

2(b) Purchase of Ramps for loading L.D.V. Vehicle


RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND:

That members accept the current estimate from B L Searle in the sum of £452.00 and the additional cost of £256.00 be taken from contingency funds.
9.  H.B.S. ACCOUNT FOR HUMAN RESOURCES CONSULTANCY SERVICES OCTOBER 2003-FEBRUARY 2004





(F28/04)
(SEE ALSO PART 'B' MINUTES - RESOLVED MATTERS, MINUTE No (F28/04)

RESOLVED TO RECOMMEND: That the additional expenditure of £1155.00 be approved and the amount funded from interest received on the Capital Account.

PART ‘B’ RESOLVED MATTERS

3.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY SANDY TOWN COUNCIL 









(F22/04)
(SEE LIST ATTACHED)


4. SANDY ACTION FOR YOUTH (S.A.Y.)




(F23/04)

Two representatives of this local youth group, together with Ms S Large, County Youth Service, attended to explain the aims of their organisation. They emphasised that they wanted to portray a more positive aspect of young people than was generally to be found in the media.

They described some of their activities to date, including running a Safety for Young People evening and organising a Taxi Transport Trust with the help of a grant from Mid Beds D C.

They invited a Council member to attend their next project "TABOO" at Sandy Upper School on Wednesday 3rd November.  In co-operation with charitable organisations they will be raising the awareness of such subjects as contraception and sexually transmitted diseases in a less intimidating atmosphere than normal lessons.

RESOLVED: That the information be noted and that the group be thanked for being in attendance and for a most interesting presentation.

5. ALTERNATE WEEK WASTE COLLECTION AND RECYCLING
(F24/04)

Mr Steve Whittaker, Contract Services Manager, Mid Beds D.C. spoke about the new collection system due to commence on 4th October.  He discussed the reasons for the change and the environmental issues it provoked.  He then answered questions posed by members about the system.

RESOLVED: That the thanks of the Committee be recorded to Mr Whittaker for his attendance and the presentation he gave.

6. MINUTES 








(F25/04)

The Minutes of the Meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee held on

Monday 18th August 2004  and as approved, amended and adopted by Council Meeting on

Monday 2nd August 2004, which had been previously circulated, were amended to include the name of Cllr M McMurdo in the list of those present and then signed.

7. MATTERS ARISING 







(F26/04)

(a)  Planning Application 41/2001/1683 - Fallowfield Estate, Shop, Houses etc

(3.12.01)(F41/01)

SEE PART II - EXEMPT MINUTES

(c) Possible appointment of a Town Manager/Project Officer (5.4.04) (F73/03


Cllr Aldis gave a verbal report on progress with S.A.N.D.Y. Ltd. Officers have been appointed. It was hoped to proceed quickly with the registration of the Company.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.
(c) Improving appearance of Stratford Road Depot (5.4.04) (F72/03)

The site has been strimmed and further efforts made to tidy the area. 

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and that this item be deleted.


 (d) Consultation on removal of BT telephone box from Sandy (17.5.04) (F9/04)


No further information has been received.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and that the item be deleted until further correspondence is received.

8. POSITION OF OUTSTANDING AUTHORISED/CONTRACTED WORKS (F27/04)

2003/2004

(a) Replace worn safety surfacing around existing play equipment Bedford Road Recreation Ground

The work on the play area was completed by Wicksteed Leisure to schedule on 2nd July 2004.  Since then the safety surface under the swings has been damaged by vandals and is awaiting repair, which will be undertaken by Wicksteed Leisure at no cost to the Council.

RESOLVED: (a) That the situation be noted.

(b) That members be advised as to why the CCTV pictures available were not of sufficient clarity to identify the actions of suspect youths.

(c) That a report on the possible resurfacing of the tarmac area be prepared.

2004/2005
(2) Capital Expenditure

(a) Purchase of Wheeled Henchman 76 with Extender

This item has now been received.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and the item deleted.

(b) Purchase of Ramps for loading L.D.V. Vehicle

A new quotation for this item has been received from B.L.Searle, this amounts to £452.00 which is an increase of £256.00 on the original estimate of £196.00.

SEE ALSO PART 'A' MINUTES - RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL

MINUTE NO (F27/04)

 (3) Repairs and Renewals Expenditure

(a) Set of Vehicular Gates to Bedford Road Recreation Ground

Cllr Gale is investigating suppliers of suitable gates. 


RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.
(4) Revenue Expenditure (Special Items)

(a) Public Use Notice Board (Bowling Green)

This had been delivered and would be fixed when the frame for the board has been made.
RESOLVED: (i)That the situation be noted.

(ii) That the total cost and budget provision be advised to members on completion.

(b) Materials to build composting facility

Construction has not yet started.


RESOLVED: (a) That the situation be noted.

(b) That the matter be hastened.

9. H.B.S. ACCOUNT FOR HUMAN RESOURCES CONSULTANCY SERVICES  OCTOBER 2003-FEBRUARY 2004




(F28/04)

The Clerk's report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.


SEE ALSO PART 'A' MINUTES - RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL

MINUTE NO (F28/04)

10. PROPOSED EXTENSION TO 30MPH SPEED LIMIT - UC166, BEESTON (F29/04)

The Clerk's report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

RESOLVED: That a letter supporting the extension of the 30 mph speed limit be sent to Beds C.C.

11. PERIODIC ELECTORAL REVIEW - FINAL RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE BOUNDARY COMMITTEE FOR ENGLAND - CHANGES TO PARISH TOWN COUNCIL ELECTORAL ARRANGEMENTS



(F30/04)
The Clerk's report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

RESOLVED: (a) That the recommendations in the report be noted.

(b) That the report contained an inaccuracy regarding the names of the four wards in Sandy. Members wishes as to the naming of the wards had supposedly been fulfilled but in fact this was not the case. The names of the wards should be: Beeston; Ivel; Pinnacle; Fallowfield.

(c) That the Clerk be requested to write to Mid Beds D.C., Beds C.C. and the Boundary Commission pointing out the inaccuracy and asking them to amend the recommendations.

12. PRESS RELEASE 







(F31/04)


RESOLVED: That no press release should be issued.

RESOLVED: THAT IN VIEW OF THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF THE BUSINESS WHICH MAY BE TRANSACTED UNDER THIS ITEM (SECTIONS 9/12) OF THE EXEMPT INFORMATION, LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) ACT 1985, "ANY TERMS PROPOSED OR TO BE PROPOSED BY OR TO THE AUTHORITY IN THE COURSE OF NEGOTIATIONS FOR A CONTRACT FOR THE ACQUISITION OR DISPOSAL OF PROPERTY OR THE SUPPLY OF GOODS OR SERVICES" AND " IT MAY CONCERN ANY INSTRUCTIONS TO COUNSEL AND ANY OPINION OF COUNSEL (WHETHER OR NOT IN CONNECTION WITH ANY PROCEEDINGS) AND ANY ADVICE RECEIVED, INFORMATION OBTAINED OR ACTION TO BE TAKEN IN CONNECTION WITH:

(a) ANY LEGAL PROCEEDINGS BY OR AGAINST THE AUTHORITY, OR

(b) THE DETERMINATION OF ANY MATTER AFFECTING THE AUTHORITY (WHETHER, IN EITHER CASE, PROCEEDINGS HAVE BEEN COMMENCED OR ARE IN CONTEMPLATION)" THE PRESS AND PUBLIC BE REQUESTED TO RETIRE DURING ITS CONSIDERATION.
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1

