SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of Sandy Town Council

held on Monday 14th January 2008

in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

PRESENT

Cllrs C Osborne (Mayor), N Aldis, M Bartlett, P Blaine, D Broughton, D Gale, 

P Jones, N O’Leary, M Pettitt, D Sharman, P Sharman, Mrs S Sutton, and the Deputy Clerk.
Also present were District Cllr M Butler, one member of the Press, PC L Prutton & one elector.
1. Apologies                                                                                      (96/07)
Apologies were accepted from Cllrs M Scott, R Smith, G White and the Clerk.
2.  To receive statutory declarations of interests from members   (97/07)
     (a)
Prejudicial Interests:
Cllr Mrs S Sutton (Planning applications 07/02139/Full and 07/02140/LB) as the applicant is her husband.

 (b)
Personal Interests:
Cllrs Aldis, Blaine, Gale, Osborne, Pettit,  and D Sharman (Planning applications 07/02139/Full and 07/02140/LB) as applicant known to them.

Cllr Aldis item 6 on the Clerk’s report, as he is a member of MBDC.


Cllr Blaine item 6 on the Clerk’s report, as he is a member of MBDC and BedsCC.


Cllr Osborne item 4 on the Clerks report, as he is employed by Bedfordshire & Luton Fire Authority. 


3.  Sandy Beat Manager to give update on policing in Sandy          (98/07)
PC Prutton presented the crime figures for the six months up to the end of         December 2007. He was asked for an update on the ownership of the footway behind Alfred Cope Road, and on the joint project with trading standards regarding the sale of alcohol to under age persons by some local shops.
Further questions were asked before PC Prutton was thanked for his attendance, and he left the meeting.

4.  Oral questions from Electors






(99/07)

A petition was presented to the Council, asking it to reconsider the decision to close the market with effect from the end of March. The Mayor stated that this would be passed to the Market Management Working Group, who were still looking at various ideas, and would report to Council their findings soon.
5.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council













(100/07)
Having previously declared a prejudicial interest Cllr Mrs S Sutton left the Council Chamber whilst planning applications 07/02139/Full and 07/02140/LB were discussed.

(See list attached)
A letter from a near neighbour concerning application 07/02082/Full was read out by the Deputy Clerk. 
6.  Mayoral communications






(101/07)
04.12.07  Attended a Town and Parish Councils ‘Roundtable Discussion’ with     Bedfordshire County Council at County Hall.  County Cllr J Scott was also present.
05.12.07  ‘Appeared’ on Biggles FM Radio, broadcast from Potton.
The interview included questions on my role as Town Mayor.
07.12.07
Supported by the Mayoress attended the Mayor of Luton’s Charity Festive Christmas Carvery at The Old Moat House, Luton.
11.12.07
Attended with the Mayoress the Mayor of Huntingdon’s Charity Performance of ‘A Christmas Carol’ in the Commemoration Hall, Huntingdon.
14.12.07
Attended with the Mayoress the Mayor of St Ives’ Charity Carol Concert with the RAF Wyton Band in The Free Church, St Ives.
15.12.07
Supported by the Mayoress, attended the Biggleswade Chronicle’s Appeal’s packing of hampers morning at the invitation of District Cllr K Lynch.

With the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of Leighton Buzzard’s Charity Christmas Carol Concert at All Saint’s Church, Leighton Buzzard.
6.  Mayoral Communications (Contd)
16.12.07 With the Mayoress, attended Bedford Borough’s Carol Service

                    in St Paul’s Church, Bedford.

17.12.07 Hosted an informal gathering, to air the way forward, for                Councillors and Staff at the Town Council Chamber.

                    Mayoress and Mrs Gale, attended the Ivel Stroke Club’s 
                    Christmas meeting at Quince Court, Engayne Avenue.

19.12.07 With pupils from Robert Peel Lower School, opened the new Somerfield Store and refurbished Texaco Petrol Station on the A1.

20.12.07 With the Mayoress, attended St Swithun’s Lower School’s

Christmas Carol Service in St Swithun’s Church.  Cllr Gale was also                present.

                     Supported by the Mayoress, attended St Swithun’s Lower School’s   Presentation of Awards event at the school and presented the awards to the pupils.  Cllr Gale was also present.

DEPUTY MAYOR


07.12.07    Attended the Chairman of Huntingdonshire District Council's
                     Reception at Hinchingbrooke House, Huntingdon.

11.12.07 Attended Bedfordshire and Luton Fire and Rescue Service
                     celebration of Christmas at Woburn Parish Church.

14.12.07 Attended the Chairman of Mid-Beds District Council's charity
                     Christmas concert at Priory House, Chicksands.
7.  Minutes and Reports 







(102/07)
To approve/adopt the Minutes of:-

a)  Meeting of Town Council held on Monday 3rd December 2007.

  Resolved: That the Minutes, which had been previously circulated, be received and adopted.
b) Meeting of Finance & General Purposes Committee held on 
 Monday 10th December 2007.

  Resolved: That the Minutes, which had been previously circulated, be received and adopted.

c) Meeting of Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee held on 
     Monday 7th January 2008.  
 Resolved: That the Minutes, which had been previously circulated, 

 be received and adopted.


8.  Reports from Representatives





(103/07)
Cllr Pettit reminded the Council that the Twinning Association AGM was being held on the 17th January 2008.

He also reported that the SSLA were about to carry out an ambitious refurbishment programme, including replacement of the surface, increasing the height of the fence in places and replacing equipment. The cost was in excess of £120,000, which was being paid for by the group, with no external funding. The work would commence in late May and would take approximately seven weeks to complete.
9.  Clerk’s Report








(104/07)
     The Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received.

      1.  Accounts 01.04.07 to 31.12.07 
Resolved: That the lists of receipts and payments for November and December 2007, which had been on display prior to the meeting be  received and approved.

    2. Quarterly Accounts 01.04.07 to 31.12.07

Resolved: That the quarterly list of income and expenditure for quarter ended 31st December 2007, which had been on display prior to the meeting be received and approved.

    3. Tourist Information Centre Computer


Resolved: That the Council approves the Executive action taken by the Clerk, together with the Mayor and Deputy Mayor to purchase a new computer for the TIC. 

Resolved to vire the £569.00 from the contingency funds.
4. Fire and Rescue Service Consultation


    This document had been previously circulated, and the contents were noted.
9.  Clerk’s Report (continued)
5.  Consultation Day 19th January 2008 

Councillors were invited to attend an Engayne Avenue Review Consultation Day on Saturday 19th January 2008 between 11.00 am and 3.00 pm in Sandy Village Hall.  This is a multi-agency exercise with partners from Aragon Housing, Bedfordshire Police, MBDC and the Town Council.

The objective of the Consultation Day is to demonstrate the commitment of  relevant agencies to listening to residents, finding out what they would like achieved and then working in partnership to fulfil expectations.

As the Town Council will have a station at the event it was;

Resolved Cllrs Aldis, Blaine, Bartlett and Gale attend alongside the Clerk and Deputy Clerk during the day.

6. Stakeholder Consultations into Proposals for future Unitary Structures in Bedfordshire

The Department for Communities and Local Government has announced further consultation on the proposals for Unitary Authorities in Bedfordshire. As the Council felt that its position regarding this item had not changed it was;

Resolved that the Clerk replies to the consultation in line with the Councils previous position, and to add that how could it be cheaper to divide the major services into two.
7. NALC Conference 20th – 22nd May 2008

    The 2008 NALC Conference is to take place in Eastbourne from Tuesday 20th to Thursday 22nd May 2008.  
Resolved that the Deputy Mayor is asked to attend on behalf of the Council.  If he cannot then the Mayor will attend on the 20th & 21st only.
9.  Clerk’s Report (continued) 
8. Informal Meeting – Monday 4th February 2008 at 7.00 pm

It was suggested that an informal meeting of the Council to discuss matters of principal and conduct would be advantageous. It was added that some input from outside experts would be useful, and so a representative from NALC and the monitoring officer at MBDC were approached. However, the monitoring officer has declined the invite. 
After further discussions it was;

Resolved: That an informal meeting of the Council be held on Monday 4th February 2008, in the Council Chambers at 7pm, at which the Code of Conduct DVD will be shown.
Resolved: Mrs L Ashmore (BRCC – Parish Councils Adviser) be invited to attend the event. 
10. Oral questions from Electors





(105/07)

There were none.

11. Groundstaff Recruitment
       See part II Exempt/Confidential Minutes – minute number 

12.  Press Release


There was none.

  Resolved: That under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960 and by virtue of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted under Section (1) and Sections (8 & 9) “ Information relating to a particular employee, former employee or applicant to become an employee, or a particular office holder, former office holder or applicant to become an office holder under the authority” and “ The amount of any expenditure proposed to be incurred by the authority under any particular contract for the acquisition of property or the supply of goods or services” and “ Any terms proposed or to be proposed by or to the authority in the course of negotiations for a contract for the acquisition or disposal of property of the supply of goods or services” the press and public be requested to retire from the meeting.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	2.1.08

8/08


	07/02082/FULL

Brookdale Healthcare

Mr M McInerney

8 Bedford Road

Sandy

Beds SG19 1EL
	Full application for the erection of an extension to the north elevation of the building to provide ground floor porch and staff wc within basement at 8 Bedford Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 6 & 10 Bedford Road, Flats 1-4, 9 St Neots Road, Sandy notified


	RESOLVED:  Object

a) Inadequate parking for staff, visitors etc.

b) Access is narrow and unsuitable for delivery vehicles.

c) Applicant may be in breach of a covenant on the use of home.

d) Town Council hopes Social Services and other appropriate agencies are consulted on the suitability of what is proposed.


	Town Council

14.01.08

15.01.08
	

	8.1.08

9/08


	07/02139/FULL

Mr D Sutton

33 Bedford Road

SANDY

SG19 1EP
	Full application for the change of use from office to residential dwelling.  Single storey rear extension at 44 High Street, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 38, 40, 46 High Street, Sandy
	RESOLVED:  No objections
	Town Council

14.01.08

15.01.08
	

	8.1.08

10/08


	07/02140/LB

Mr D Sutton

33 Bedford Road

SANDY

SG19 1EP
	Listed Building application for Conservation Area Consent for the change of use from office to residential dwelling.  Single storey rear extension at 44 High Street, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 38, 40, 46 High Street, Sandy
	RESOLVED:  No objections
	Town Council

14.01.08

15.01.08
	


9
6

