SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 13th  December 2004 in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 p.m.

PRESENT






Cllr P Blaine (Chairman)






  “   N Aldis






  “   J A Gurney 






  “   R Frood






  “   D Jaeger 






  “   C Osborne






  “   M Pettitt





  “   D Sharman






  “   M Scott








The Chairman welcomed Cllr David Jaeger to his first meeting after being co-opted as a Member of the Council.

1.  APOLOGIES: for absence were received from Cllrs Downing, Gale, Mrs Gautier-Groom, Goss, McMurdo and White.

2.  STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST FROM MEMBERS   
(F55/04)

(a) Prejudicial Interests

	Cllr Gurney
	Agenda item 9 - requests from Cricket Club
	Member is a Life Member of Sandy Cricket Club 

	Cllr Gurney
	Planning Application 04/02182/FULL
	Member is a shareholder in O2

	Cllr Pettitt
	Agenda item 9 - requests from Cricket Club
	Member is a Vice President of Sandy Cricket Club


(b) Personal interests

	Cllr Osborne
	Agenda item 9 - requests from Football Club
	Member is Chairman of Sandy Football Club


PART ‘A’ RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL

There were none.

PART ‘B’ RESOLVED MATTERS


3.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY SANDY TOWN COUNCIL 









(F56/04)
(SEE LIST ATTACHED)


4. MINUTES








(F57/04)

The Minutes of the Meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee held on

Monday 1st November 2004  and as approved, amended and adopted by Council Meeting on

Monday 6th December 2004, which had been previously circulated, were signed.

5. MATTERS ARISING 







(F58/04)

(a)  Planning Application 41/2001/1683 - Fallowfield Estate, Shop, Houses etc

(3.12.01)(F41/01)

SEE PART II - EXEMPT MINUTES, MINUTE NO (F58/04)

(b) Possible appointment of a Town Manager/Project Officer (5.4.04) (F73/03)


Cllr Aldis gave a verbal report on progress with S.A.N.D.Y. Ltd.  Council had now approved the funding to purchase the Articles of Memorandum from Bedford and the Officers of S.A.N.D.Y. Ltd would be acting quickly in order to make progress with an appointment of a Town Manager.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.
(c) Periodic Electoral Review - Final Recommendations of the Boundary Committee for England - Changes to Parish/Town Council Electoral Arrangements (16.8.04) (F30/04)

The decision of the Electoral Commission had been previously circulated to Members.  The four wards in Sandy will be named Beeston, Ivel, Fallowfield and Pinnacle.
RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and the item may now be deleted.

(d) Farmers' Market (1.11.04) (F45/04).

Having been in contact with the Ampthill Market Manager who had been very helpful the Deputy Clerk was planning to attend a forthcoming market in Ampthill.  Cllr Pettitt volunteered to accompany her on this visit. 

RESOLVED: (i) That the situation be noted.


(ii) That the Deputy Clerk be requested to continue to pursue this issue and also to contact the Farmers' Market organiser at St Neot's Town Council for further advice.

(e) Annual Report (01.11.04) (F47/04)

Production costs for the proposed Annual Report and for a doubling in size of the current Newsletter were sought. 

Annual Report  
5,000 copies as draft

£736.00

Newsletter

4,000 copies 8 sides A4
£980.00

In addition there will be delivery costs for each newsletter, which was budgeted in 2004/2005 at around £80.00 per issue.

The Chairman of the Communications Working Group said that he was negotiating with Lion Press over costs for the Newsletter if more of the initial set up and layout of the editorial was done by Town Council staff. He also informed the meeting that as agreed by Town Council on 6th December 2005 he had co-opted a new member on to the Group - Cllr Jaeger.

RESOLVED: (i) That the item be noted.

(ii) That Cllrs Aldis, Frood and Scott investigate an appropriate budget for the Newsletters allowing for realistic advertising income by 10th January 2005.


(f) Annual Report - Production Deadlines (01.11.04) (F49/04)

The draft copy of the Annual Report and the revised production deadlines, both of which had been previously circulated, were received and considered.

RESOLVED: (i) That the situation be noted and the item may now be deleted.

(ii) That the Chairmen of the various working Committees of the Council be requested to produce reports on the activities of their groups and that these should be submitted to the Communications Working Group by Wednesday 12th January 2005.


(iii) That the nomination form for the Mayor's Award should be included in the Newsletter and should contain information about sending nominations by e-mail should people wish to nominate electronically.

(iv) That the timetable for publication be approved.  (SEE APPENDIX 'A' ATTACHED).

(g) Trafalgar Weekend 21st - 23rd October 2005  (01.11.04) (F52/04)

Despite publicising the event there have been no further suggestions as to the type of celebration that might take place. Members were informed that the Bell Public House intended to hold a commemorative event, although there was no information about its nature or timing.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.

6. POSITION OF OUTSTANDING AUTHORISED/CONTRACTED WORKS (F59/04)

2004/2005
(1) Capital Expenditure

Purchase of Ramps for loading L.D.V. Vehicle

TFL Truck Fitments in Bedford have stated that they will honour the quotation they provided in June for the construction of suitable ramps.  The cost is £720.00, an increase of  £268.00 on the last estimate of £452.00.

RESOLVED: (i) That the situation be noted.

(ii) That Cllr Frood be requested to investigate the cost of a suitable trailer.

(iii) That the Deputy Clerk be requested to find out the cost of collection and delivery by Groundcare Maintenance who service and repair the machinery.

 (2) Repairs and Renewals Expenditure

Set of Vehicular Gates to Bedford Road Recreation Ground

Cllr Gale and Cllr Scott are investigating suppliers of suitable gates.   


RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.

7. CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 2005/2006




(F60/04)

The draft Calendar of Meetings, which had been previously circulated was received considered. 

RESOLVED: That the Calendar of Meetings be approved. (SEE APPENDIX 'B' ATTACHED)


8. CCTV IN SANDY - MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL PROVISION
(F61/04)

The Deputy Clerk's report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

RESOLVED: (a) That the situation be noted.

(b) That the Deputy Clerk be requested to write to the Head of Community Services, Leisure and Tourism at Mid Beds District Council, expressing Members vigorous opposition to the possibility of cutbacks in funding for CCTV cameras in Sandy. 

(c) That the Deputy Clerk be requested to write to the Chief Superintendent of Police to ask if the police service would lend its weight to the opposition to the proposed reduction in funding.

(d) That Biggleswade Town Council should be informed of the steps taken by Sandy Town Council and that they should be given a copy of the letter to Mid Beds District Council.

9. ANNUAL ESTIMATES 2005/2006  
(F62/04)
The lists of Special Items from the Revenue, Repairs and Renewals and Capital Expenditure proposed by the Audit Committee were received and considered. Cllrs Gurney and Pettitt did not vote on issues pertaining to the Cricket Club.

(a) Summary of Proposed Special Items of Expenditure from the Revenue Account

RESOLVED: That the lists of proposed special items of expenditure from the Revenue Account for the coming year be categorised as below for the further consideration of the Council at its meeting on 24th January 2004.

	Lockable chemical storage container

	New
	£   160.00
	Priority 1

	Re-surface hard play area

	Repair
	£3,661.00*
	Priority 1

	Football nets - Snr x 1 set
	Replacement
	£     55.00
	Priority 1

	Football nets - Jnr x 1 set
	Replacement
	£     45.00
	Priority 1

	Hire of scarifier
	
	£   250.00
	Priority 2


Repair to Stratford Rd Pedestrian Gate
  Repair

   £   387.00
   Priority 1

	Repair to Riddy footbridge
	 Repair                          £  535.00         Priority 1
	
	Priority 1
	
	
	

	Planting of middle bed/Faynes Corner
	 New
	  £1000.00
	 Priority 3

	Maintenance of above
	 New
	  £  800.00
	 Priority 3

	Replacement wiring to automatic sprinkler heads at the Bowling Green
	Replacement
	£  853.70
	Priority 2


* £6,472.00 less £2,811.00 Section 106 money

TOTAL REVENUE PRIORITY 1 ITEMS

£4,843.00
TOTAL REVENUE PRIORITY 2 ITEMS

£1,103.70


TOTAL REVENUE PRIORITY 3 ITEMS                        £1,800.00







£7,746.70


(2) Proposed special items of expenditure from the Repairs and Renewals Fund. 

RESOLVED: That the lists of proposed special items of expenditure from the Repairs and Renewals Account for the coming year be categorised as below for the further consideration of the Council at its meeting on 24th January 2004.

	Blades for Sisis slitter
	Replacement
	£  280.00
	Priority 1

	Strimmer, Robin - Brushcutter
	Replacement
	£  430.00
	Priority 1


TOTAL REPAIRS AND RENEWALS PRIORITY 1 ITEMS

£710.00

(3) Proposed special items of expenditure from the Capital Account.

RESOLVED: That the lists of proposed special items of expenditure from the Capital Account for the coming year be categorised as below for the further consideration of the Council at its meeting on 24th January 2004.

	Re-surfacing 2 footpaths into car park from High Street
	New
	£3500.00
	Priority 2

	Additional double yellow lining, no parking lettering and no parking hatching
	New
	£  700.00
	Priority 2

	Re-surface footway around War Memorial and secure stone steps
	Repair
	£2217.00
	Priority 1

	War memorial cleaning and refurbishing
	Repair
	£1100.00
	Priority 2

	Replacement Camera for Bedford Road 

Recreation Ground
	Replacement
	£4300.00
	Priority 2

	Infra red lighting  (three lights)
	New
	£3000.00
	Priority 2


TOTAL CAPITAL PRIORITY 1 ITEMS

£  2,217.00
TOTAL CAPITAL PRIORITY 2 ITEMS

£12,600.00


                                                                                    £14,817.00

ALSO RESOLVED: That the cost of hiring a machine, so that the Council's Groundstaff may carry out the vert-draining work on the playing fields, should be ascertained before the meeting of Council on 24th January 2004.








10. PRESS RELEASE 







(F62/04)


RESOLVED: That a press realease is issued stating Sandy Town Council's vigorous opposition to the reduction of Mid Beds District Council funding on CCTV cameras which provide an invaluable service to the community.

RESOLVED: THAT IN VIEW OF THE CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF THE BUSINESS WHICH MAY BE TRANSACTED UNDER THIS ITEM (SECTIONS 9/12) OF THE EXEMPT INFORMATION, LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) ACT 1985, "ANY TERMS PROPOSED OR TO BE PROPOSED BY OR TO THE AUTHORITY IN THE COURSE OF NEGOTIATIONS FOR A CONTRACT FOR THE ACQUISITION OR DISPOSAL OF PROPERTY OR THE SUPPLY OF GOODS OR SERVICES" AND " IT MAY CONCERN ANY INSTRUCTIONS TO COUNSEL AND ANY OPINION OF COUNSEL (WHETHER OR NOT IN CONNECTION WITH ANY PROCEEDINGS) AND ANY ADVICE RECEIVED, INFORMATION OBTAINED OR ACTION TO BE TAKEN IN CONNECTION WITH:

(a) ANY LEGAL PROCEEDINGS BY OR AGAINST THE AUTHORITY, OR

(b) THE DETERMINATION OF ANY MATTER AFFECTING THE AUTHORITY (WHETHER, IN EITHER CASE, PROCEEDINGS HAVE BEEN COMMENCED OR ARE IN CONTEMPLATION)" THE PRESS AND PUBLIC BE REQUESTED TO RETIRE DURING ITS CONSIDERATION.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	2.12.04

138/04


	04/02182/FULL

O2 (UK) Ltd

5 Reynoldston Close

Brackmills Ind Estate

Northampton

NN4 7BX
	Full application for the construction of 17.1m high steel lattice radio tower with 6 panel antennae, 2 dish antennae, 3 equipment cabinets and ancillary development at land at New Road, Sandy, Beds.
	RESOLVED;  No Objections.
	F & G P

13.12.04

14.12.04
	

	6.12.04

139/04


	04/02173/FULL

Mr Bowry

38 St Neots Road

Sandy

SG19 1LG
	Full application for the erection of a detached garage at 38 St Neots Road, Sandy, Beds

Near neighbours 36,40 St Neots Road, 1 Windsor Way and 5 Mills Walk, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED;  No Objections.
	F & G P

13.12.04

14.12.04
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL  
APPENDIX A

       FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE - 1.11.2004
Annual Report - Production Deadlines (01.11.04) (F49/04)

Early January 2005

Meeting of Sub-Committee to receive and approve articles, copy etc.

By 21st January 2005

Meeting to finalise all content.

31st January 2005

Draft copy to go to F & GP Committee Meeting for Approval.

2nd February 2005

Final approved Copy to go to Lion Press.

11th February 2005

First proof from Lion Press to Editor.

15th February 2005 

First proof to be returned to Lion Press.

22nd February 2005

Final proof to Editor.


28th February 2005

Final proof to be returned to Lion Press

11th March 2005

Publication Date

14th March 2005

Members collect their copies while at F & GP Committee.

25th to 28th March 2005
Easter

3rd April 2005


Delivery to have been completed by Members (3 weekends available)

25th April 2005

Annual Parish Meeting 

 
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL    
APPENDIX B

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE - 13.12.04



7. CALENDAR OF MEETINGS 2005/2006
2005

Mon
02.05.05

Bank Holiday
Mon
09.05.05

Town Council (Annual Meeting)

Mon
16.05.05

Finance & General Purposes

Wed
25.05.05

Sandy Enhancement Group 

Mon
30.05.05

Bank Holiday

Mon
06.06.05

Planning, Parks & Open Spaces

Mon
20.06.05

Town Council

Mon
27.06.05

Finance & General Purposes

Mon
04.07.05

Staffing

Mon
11.07.05

Planning, Parks & Open Spaces

Mon
13.07.05

Sandy Enhancement Group

Mon
01.08.05

Town Council

Mon
15.08.05

Finance & General Purposes

Mon
29.08.05

Bank Holiday

Mon
05.09.05

Planning, Parks & Open Spaces

Wed
07.09.05

Sandy Enhancement Group

Mon
12.09.05

Town Council

Mon
19.09.05

Finance & General Purposes

Mon
26.09.05

Audit

Mon
10.10.05

Planning, Parks & Open Spaces

Mon
24.10.05

Town Council

Mon
31.10.05

Finance & General Purposes

Mon
07.11.05

Audit

Sun
13.11.05

Remembrance Sunday
Mon
14.11.05

Staffing
Wed
16.11.05

Sandy Enhancement Group

Mon
21.11.05

Planning, Parks & Open Spaces

Mon
05.12.05

Town Council

Mon
12.12.05

Finance & General Purposes

Sun
25.12.05

Christmas Day

Mon
26.12.05

Boxing Day

Tues
27.12.05

Bank Holiday

2006

Sun
01.01.06

New Year's Day

Mon
02.01.06

Bank Holiday

Mon
09.01.06

Planning, Parks & Open Spaces

Mon
16.01.06

Town Council

Mon
23.01.06

Town Council (Estimates)

Mon
30.01.06

Finance & General Purposes

Mon
06.02.06

Planning Parks & Open Spaces

Wed
15.02.06

Sandy Enhancement Group

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE - 13.12.04



Mon
27.02.06

Town Council

Mon
06.03.06

Finance & General Purposes                   

Wed
15.03.06

Sandy Enhancement Group 

Mon
20.03.06

Staffing

Mon
27.03.06

Planning, Parks & Open Spaces 

Mon
10.04.06

Town Council

Fri
14.04.06

Good Friday

Sun
16.04.06

Easter Day

Mon
17.04.06

Bank Holiday

Mon
24.04.06

Annual Parish Meeting

Wed
26.04.06

Sandy Enhancement Group

Mon
01.05.06

May Day Bank Holiday

Mon
08.05.06

Town Council (Annual Meeting)

Mon
15.05.06

Finance & General Purposes

Mon
29.05.06

Bank Holiday

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE 13.12.04

PART II -EXEMPT MINUTES

LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION ACT) 1985 SECTIONS 9/12

5. MATTERS ARISING

(a)  Planning Application 41/2001/1683 - Fallowfield Estate, Shop, Houses etc

(3.12.01)(F41/01)

The Deputy Clerk read out a letter that had been received from Mr Cattle, the District Valuer concerning the issue.

RESOLVED: That the Deputy Clerk should be requested to write to Mr Cattle to ask for further clarification of the letter and to enquire about the level of fees incurred so far in the pursuit of this matter.

7
1

