SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 12th February 2007 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

PRESENT







  Cllr N Aldis (Chairman)







    “   C Baker







    “   P Blaine






    “   D Gale







    “   J Gurney







    “   D Jaeger







    “   M Pettitt






    “   M Scott







    “   D Sharman







    “   R Smith







    “   Mrs S Sutton







    “   G White

Together with County Cllr J Scott and 67 Electors of the Parish
1.  Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Frood, Osborne and McMurdo.
2.  Statutory Declarations of Interests from Members (P78/06)

(a)  Prejudicial Interests
There were none.

(b)  Personal Interests
Cllr Gale

Agenda Items 10 and 11


Member is President of









Sandy Colts Football Club,










the Applicant Club.

Cllr Pettitt

Agenda Items 10 and 11


Member is Vice President of









Sandy Colts Football Club,










the Applicant Club.

2.  Statutory Declarations of Interests from Members (P78/06) (Contd)

Cllr Gurney

Agenda Items 10 and 11


Member is Volunteer









Groundsman and Vice









President of Sandy Cricket










Club, another user of the










Sunderland Road facilities.
PART ‘A’ – RECOMMENDATIONS TO COUNCIL

There were none.
PART’B’ - RESOLVED MATTERS

3.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council
(P79/06
(See List Attached)
4.  Minutes (P80/06)
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 8th January 2007 which had been previously circulated, were signed.
5.  Planning or Enforcement Appeals – Notifications from Mid Bedfordshire District Council (P81/06)
There were none.
6.  Planning or Enforcement Appeals – Decisions (P82/06)
05/00423/FULL

Mrs E Auty

c/o DLA Town Planning Ltd

3 College Street

St Albans

AL3 4PW

Appeal against Enforcement Order served by MBDC on 30th March 2006 in respect of the change of use from agricultural field to dog training facility on land south of Stratford Road, Sandy, Beds.

The Appeal was dealt with by a Public Hearing on the 23rd January 2007.

The Appeal was allowed and planning permission granted subject to conditions set out in the Formal Decision.

6.  Planning or Enforcement Appeals – Decisions (P82/06) (Contd)
A copy of the Appeal Inspector’s Decision was attached.

The decision was noted.

Members commented upon the restrictive nature of the conditions imposed by the Inspector.

7.  Verbal report from any local member who attended Development Control Committee on any matters affecting Sandy (P83/06)
There were no items affecting Sandy.

8.  Removal of Graffitti from Private Property (P84/06)
The Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.
Members were of the opinion that such a scheme should be provided in Sandy and that the Biggleswade model appeared to be the best option for this community.

RESOLVED:  That the Clerk be requested to prepare the documentation and procedures for a graffiti removal scheme in Sandy and that the Council administration be requested to manage and supervise such a scheme together with the necessary liaison etc with the public authorities that may also be affected (BT, NTL, Strategic Rail Authority) etc as well as private property owners.
9.  Sandy Car Park Possible Conversion to Pay Facility (P85/06)
(a)  It was noted that a full Report was in preparation.

(b)  The reply received from Sandye Place Middle School was also noted.  It was pointed out that the reference to Sandye Place was in connection with possible public car parking being provided on the underused tennis court area but this suggestion did not appear to have been addressed.

Cllr Jaeger said that he would discuss this particular aspect further with the school authorities.

10. Sandy Colts Football Club – Request for Extension of Football Season (P86/06)
The Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.
10. Sandy Colts Football Club – Request for Extension of Football Season (P86/06) (Contd)
Members expressed concerns that an extension of the season would also prevent the normal spring renovation of the pitches and could push this work back into the summer proper when grass germination could be slow.

Concern was also expressed about the visual impact of football on the Recreation Ground during the playing of cricket and in particular the possible distraction to those batting and bowling.

After a full debate it was

RESOLVED:  That Sandy Colts Football Club be granted an extension to play on Sunderland Road Playing Field from 1st May to 13th May 2007 inclusive.

(b)  That the pitches to be used must be at the Berwick Way end of the Recreation Ground and away from the cricket area.

(c)  That football is not be played on the Recreation Ground (including those pitches) when the use of the cricket pitch is required by Sandy Cricket Club.

11.  Sandy Colts Football Club – Pre-Season Tournament 1st and 2nd September 2007 (P87/06)
The Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

RESOLVED:  (a)  That permission be granted for the Tournament to take place on Sunderland Road Recreation Ground as requested subject to the usual conditions.

(b)  That no charge be made for this use.
12.  Sponsorship of Roundabouts (P88/06)
The Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

RESOLVED:  That the proposed new arrangements for sponsorship and maintenance of the Sandy Town Centre Roundabout as detailed in the Report be approved and accepted and that Sandy Enhancement Group be appraised of the new situation.
13.  Fallowfield Open Space (P89/06)

The Chairman welcomed the large number of electors present this evening and explained that this was not a public meeting but a formal meeting of Sandy Town Council as defined in the law of the land.
Under the existing Standing Orders of Sandy Town Council electors were not permitted to speak at Committee Meetings only at Meetings of the Full Council.

However in view of the obvious amount of interest that there was in this item, with the Committees approval he would suspend the Standing Orders to allow three or four residents to speak for up to three minutes each.

Four electors then spoke and outlined their fears regarding the provision of a football pitch on this public open space, these were very much as outlined in the Clerk’s Report, i.e. wrong location for formal sport enclosed as it was by residential properties, possible problems related to the use of a new pavilion, inadequate car parking, congestion on the streets and dangers to pedestrians particularly children, and the need (or otherwise) for dog fouling regulations.

Cllr Pettitt detailed the long history in respect of this matter and indicated his involvement in attempting to achieve additional facilities at this location for over 10 years.  There was nothing new in what was being proposed and the Council had been entirely consistent in its desire to have a formal playing pitch on this location.  It had actually revised its original specification from a senior pitch to a junior pitch at the request of residents.  The suggested pavilion was purely an idea and no firm plans or proposals currently existed for this.  Car parking and the Public Open Space were required under Condition 11 of the Planning Consent which did also refer to “formal sport”.  He could see no reason for the Council to change its presently approved position.
Other Members spoke of the need for additional formal sports areas and that this had been acknowledged by the Football Foundation in making its grant.

Some Members expressed their opinion that the site was inappropriate for formal sports purposes surrounded as it was by houses.

There was a full debate and it was

RESOLVED:  That a formal meeting be held with representatives of a Residents Association from the estate, the County Councillors, representatives of Maple Tree Lower School and the Member of Parliament in an effort to provide a way forward in respect of this matter.  That Sandy Town Council be represented by its existing Fallowfield Working Group and the Residents be requested to advise as to their proposed representatives in due course.
14.  Temporary Road Closure – Sunderland Road, Sandy (P90/06)
The letter and map from Bedfordshire County Council which had been circulated with the Agenda for the Meeting was received and considered.
RESOLVED:  That Sandy Town Council raise no objections to the proposed temporary closure.

15.  Draft of Annual Report 2007 (P91/06)
The Chairman as Editor of the Annual Report said that a number of typographical and grammatical errors had already been referred to him; these would be corrected before the draft was delivered to the Lion Press.

The subsequent Proofs would also be read by the Clerk/Deputy Clerk and himself.

The “Things to do in Sandy” page was now to be changed to additional advertising so the full costs of the Report would be covered by advertising revenue.
RESOLVED:  That the draft layout of the Annual Report for 2007 as previously circulated be approved.

16.  Press Release (P92/06)
RESOLVED:  That no Press Release is considered necessary.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	29.1.07

3/07


	07/00093/FULL

Mr P Pateman & Mrs J Day

5 The Harriers

SANDY
SG19 2TF
	Full application for the erection of a two storey side extension and retention of existing conservatory at 5 The Harriers, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 3 and 7 The Harriers, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED: No objections
	P P & O S

12.2.07

13.2.07
	

	2.2.07

4/07


	07/00082/FULL

Ms L Jackson

Sapphire Court

Walsgrave Triangle

Coventry

CV2 2SX
	Full application for the installation of air conditioning condensers at 4 Market Square, Sandy, Beds

Near neighbours 1 Cambridge Road, 4a and 5a Market Square, Sandy
	RESOLVED: No objections
	P P & O S

12.2.07

13.2.07
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


9
5

