SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of the Meeting of Sandy Town Council held in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds on Monday 10th September 2007 at 7.30pm.

PRESENT






Cllr  C Osborne (Mayor)






   "   N Aldis





   "   M Bartlett





   "   P Blaine






   "   D Gale






   "   N O’Leary





   "   M Pettitt





   "   M Scott






   "   D Sharman





   "   P Sharman





   "   Mrs S Sutton





   "   G White






Together with Police Constable Lee Prutton
1.  Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs Broughton, Jones and Smith.
2.  Statutory declarations of interests from members (58/07)

(a)  Prejudicial Interests

There were none.
(b)  Personal Interests 
	Cllr Gale

Cllr Osborne

Cllr Pettitt
Cllr D Sharman
	Item 9 (4) Request from Royal British Legion
	Member is also a member of the Royal British Legion

	Cllr Osborne
	Item 9(11) Stopping up of unclassified road UC391
	The case is to be heard at Magistrates Court and Member is a JP



3. Sandy Beat Manager to give update on policing in Sandy
(59/07)

PC Prutton circulated a range of statistics on the types and numbers of crimes committed in Sandy and Beeston from March to August 2007.  He then explained the statistics saying that there were no issues of great concern.
He reported that he had been researching the theft of pedal cycles in Sandy.  Twenty nine cycles had been reported as stolen in 2007 with a further five reported to the Transport Police as having been stolen from the railway station.  Another three had been damaged at the station, presumably as a result of an attempted theft.  PC Prutton said that he was working on establishing links with the Transport Police and on planning an initiative on cycle security.

Members asked for more information on the anti-social behaviour figures.  PC Prutton said that these figures included offences such as vehicle abandonment and that he would try to separate these out for the next meeting.

Members again expressed concern at the number of incidents which had been taking place at the Bedford Road Recreation Ground, incidents of littering, drinking and misbehaviour.  It was reported that increasing numbers of dogs were being taken into the ground and even motor scooters being taken into the children’s play area.  A Member suggested that there should be a policy of “zero tolerance” over anti-social behaviour.

PC Prutton was thanked for his report and he left the meeting.

4.  Oral questions from electors (60/07)

A question was asked about vegetation overhanging St Neots Road.  The Clerk said that if the office staff were given the locations of the offending items they would be reported to the County Council.
An elector asked if the Town Council would consider a successor to the “Proms in the Park” events it had organised in the past.  
RESOLVED: That the Clerk be requested to research and draft a report for Finance and General Purposes Committee in due course.
5. Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council (61/07)

 (SEE LIST ATTACHED)

6.  Mayoral communications (62/07)
16.7.07
Mayoress welcomed Years 3 and 4 from St Swithun’s 

&18.7.07
Lower School to the Council Chambers and spoke about 


the Roman Sandy Exhibition.

7.8.07 Visited Quince Court, with the Mayoress, to celebrate a

resident’s 90th birthday.

7.8.07 Chaired a meeting of the Fallowfield Working Group with 

our MP, County Councillor and residents.

16.8.07 Mayoress welcomed a Headteacher from a school in

Ampthill to the Council Chambers and showed him and his

wife the Roman Sandy Exhibition.

19.8.07 Supported by the Mayoress, attended the Sandy 


Horticultural Show at Sandye Place Middle School.

28.8.07 Attended the visit, organised by our Tourist Information 


Centre, to the RSPB Headquarters and grounds.

31.8.07 The Mayoress attended a Charity Open Gardens afternoon, 


at Milton Ernest, at the home of the former High Sheriff, 


Clifton Ibbett.

1.9.07 Hosted, with the Clerk, the first of the new style Town 

Council Surgeries.

4.9.07 Attended a Civic Luncheon at Luton Town Hall which


preceded a parade and the University of Bedfordshire Civic 


Degree Ceremony Service at St Mary’s Church, Luton.

6.9.07 Hosted, again with the Clerk, a training session for new 


Members.

8.9.07 The Mayoress attended the Mayor of Ampthill’s Cream Tea 


afternoon.

At the request of the Chairman of the Bedfordshire Police Authority completed a questionnaire to assist their 2008-11 Strategic Plan.

Charity Evening at the “China Express” has been booked for Wednesday 7th November 2007.

Deputy Mayor

19.8.07 Attended Sandy Horticultural Society Annual Show and 


presented the prizes and awards.
 
25.8.07
Attended the St Neot’s Carnival Lunch and the Carnival


Procession as a guest of the Mayor and Mayoress of 


St Neots.
The Mayor highlighted a number of events – the TIC visit to the RSPB Lodge, which was very successful; the new style Council Surgery with the office and Roman Sandy Exhibition being opened on a Saturday morning; the University of Bedfordshire Civic Degree Ceremony, showcasing the university’s successes and the training session for new Councillors conducted by himself and the Clerk.
Cllr Aldis thanked the Mayor and Deputy Mayor for their attendance at the Sandy Horticultural Show.
7.  Minutes and reports (63/07)


(a)  Meeting of Town Council  held on Monday 30th July 2007  
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes, which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and signed as a correct record.

(b)  Meeting of Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Monday 13th August 2007

RESOLVED: (i) That with the following amendment, the Minutes, including Exempt Minute, Minute no F36/07 which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted: 

(ii) Item 5(3)(f) “September” should be changed to “August”.

(iii) That Exempt Minute, Minute no F36/07 remain as an exempt item.  

RECOMMENDATIONS:  
RESOLVED: That the following amendments be incorporated in the Standing Orders for Sandy Town Council. 

96. 

(a) Questions or comments may be made by any member of the public in attendance. People wishing to make representations, give evidence, ask or answer questions will be asked to complete a form indicating the agenda item or items they wish to speak on. They will be invited to speak by the Chairman on a first come first served basis, no more than five members of the public will be permitted to speak on any item.  Each participant will be granted a maximum of three minutes to speak.

(b) If a member of the public interrupts the proceedings at any meeting, the Chairman may, after warning, order that they leave the Council Chamber or that the part of the Council Chamber open to the public be cleared.

Also add to 15(e):

Should any Member declare a Prejudicial Interest in an item of business they should also state at this point that they wish to remain in the Council Chamber until they have made representations, given evidence, asked or answered questions about the matter.

See part II Exempt/Confidential Minutes- Recommendations to Council, minute number F36/07

(c) Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee Monday 3rd September 2007

RESOLVED:  (i) That with the following amendments, the Minutes, including Exempt Minute, Minute no P38/07 which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted.

(ii) Item 9(d) The words “New Road” should be changed to “Mill Lane”
Item 11, add the word “policy” between “lettings” and “which”.

(iii) That Exempt Minute, Minute no P38/07 remain as an exempt item.  
RECOMMENDATIONS:  
See part II Exempt/Confidential Minutes- Recommendations to Council, minute number P38/07

8.  Reports from Representatives




(64/07)

(a) Cllr Aldis reported that the second newsletter would be published at the end of October.  There will be a page on crime issues, an article on the horticultural show and Sandy Enhancement Group competitions.  It was intended to publish the third newsletter in early January.
(b) Cllr Aldis also reported on his involvement with the Mid Beds Local Development Framework taskforce.  Several areas of Sandy had been put forward for consideration for housing development.  These included areas which the Town Council had resolved opposition to development (north of Sunderland Road) and also sites outside the settlement envelope (Swaden).
These were the initial stages of the process and sites would be put forward for consultation at a later date.

Resolved: That the proposed list of sites be circulated to Members.
(c) Cllr Pettitt reported that the Sandy Sports and Leisure Association were planning to renew the “carpet” surface at the all-weather pitch in Sunderland Road.  They would also be renewing some of the fencing and replacing it with higher panels.  The work was likely to take place in April or May 2008.  
9.  Clerk’s Report




(65/07)
The Clerk’s report which had been previously circulated was received.

1.  Accounts 01.04.07 to 30.08.07 

RESOLVED: That the lists of receipts and payments for July and August 2007 which had been on display prior to the meeting were received and approved.
2.  Refurbishment of Clerk’s Office
The Clerk’s report detailing proposed works in the upstairs office was considered.
RESOLVED: That the Clerk’s office should be redecorated and furnished for a total of £3,500, the sum being found from savings made on the insurance budget.
3. Staff Training budget
The Clerk’s report detailing a need for an increase in the Council training budget was considered.
RESOLVED: That an amount of £2,500 is added to the staff training budget, the amount to be found from savings made on the insurance budget.
4.  Request from Royal British Legion
A request for funding in connection with the forthcoming visit of the Malaunay Association of Patriotic Societies was considered.  

RESOLVED: That in accordance with its powers under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 Sandy Town Council should incur expenditure of £200 from its Contingency Fund in connection with a grant in financial support of the Royal British Legion, Sandy Branch, which in the opinion of Council is in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure.
5. Future Grant Applications
The Clerk’s report on grant applications from organisations not based in the town, although benefiting residents was considered, along with a draft criteria and application form for grants.

RESOLVED: (a) That, subject to the following amendment, the criteria for grant aid and the application forms suggested be adopted by the Town Council:

Add the word “Generally” to the phrase “Grants must not be used to settle debts on behalf of the organisation”

(b) That consideration be given to providing a budget for grants in the 2008/09 financial year.

(c) That Council also considers setting a date for the receipt of grant applications to make the process equitable.

6.  New Local Area Agreement Parish and Town Council Reference Group


The first of these meetings, allowing Parish and Town Council input into the Local Area Agreement has been arranged for Friday 19th October 2007 at 9.30 am at the Rufus Centre, Flitwick.
RESOLVED: That Cllr Blaine, together with the Town Clerk be requested to attend the meeting on the Town Council’s behalf.

7.  Youth Engagement Workshop

The workshop on Youth Engagement is to take place on Wednesday 14th November 2007 at 7.00 pm at Cardington Village Hall.

RESOLVED: That Cllr Blaine be requested to attend the meeting on the Town Council’s behalf.

8.   Roman Sandy Books

The Clerk’s report was considered.
RESOLVED: (a) That the price of the Roman Sandy book be reduced to £2.50 per copy.

(b) That the schools in the Sandy “pyramid” be offered a free supply of the books (including replacement copies for the local Lower Schools which had already been given 30 copies each).

9.  “Extra Meetings”


RESOLVED:  That the dates reserved for additional meetings for the rest of the year – 29th October 2007 and 4th February 2008 be noted.

10.  Mid Beds Green Infrastructure Plan Workshop

The workshop on the Green Infrastructure Plan is to take place on Thursday 27th September 2007 at 7.30 pm at Biggleswade Baptist Church.

RESOLVED: That Cllr Scott and (if available) Cllr Mrs Sutton be requested to attend the workshop on the Town Council’s behalf.

11.  Stopping up of Unclassified Road UC391, Sunderland Road
The Clerk’s report on the closure of this road was considered.

RESOLVED: That the Clerk be requested to write to Mid Beds District Council giving the consent of the Town Council to the stopping up of unclassified road UC391, Sunderland Road.


12.  Project Mushroom

The Clerk’s report on this initiative was considered.  She reported that a planning meeting for the consultation event would be taking place shortly. Cllr Aldis said that he would be in attendance at the consultation as a member of the group.  Cllr Blaine suggested that County Council Officers should be invited if issues such as street lighting are to be discussed.

RESOLVED: That Members should attend the consultation event to be held on Saturday 13th October between 10.00 am and 2.00 pm at Quince Court if they are available.

13.  Local Democracy Week 15th – 19th October 2007

The Clerk’s report was considered.  


RESOLVED:  (a) That the school councils of either Robert Peel or Laburnum Lower Schools be invited to visit the Council Offices during Local Democracy Week.

(b) That the Clerk be requested to discuss the possible setting up of a “youth” Council with the Mid Beds Youth Participation Officer.

14.  The Riddy – Anglian Water Pipeline

The Clerk’s report and the payment offer from Anglian Water were considered.

RESOLVED: That the Clerk be requested to check the level of offer and if satisfied, accept the payment of £150.00 to reflect the presence of the pipe under the ground and £150.00 compensation for early entry into the site.
10. Oral Questions from Electors
(66/07)
There were none.

11.  Appointment of Deputy Clerk
(67/07)
See part II Exempt/Confidential Minutes- minute number (67/07)

12. Press Release


(68/07)

RESOLVED: (a) That a press release is issued regarding the problems with anti-social behaviour, presence of dogs and motor scooters in the Bedford Road Recreation Ground.  That the Town Council is working with the police on these matters and offenders will be dealt with severely.
(b) That a press release is issued regarding the provision of CCTV cameras in Sunderland Road Recreation Ground and that this was the culmination of several months of endeavour by the Town Council.

Resolved:  That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by virtue of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted Section (1) of the Exempt Information, Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, it may contain “Information relating to a particular employee, former employee or applicant to become an employee, or a particular office holder, former office holder or applicant to become an office holder under the authority”, under section (6) “Information relating to the financial or business affairs of any particular person (other than the authority)” and under sections (8 & 14)  “The amount of any expenditure proposed to be incurred by the authority under any particular contract for the acquisition of property or the supply of goods or services“ & “Any action taken or to be taken in connection with the prevention, investigation or prosecuting of crime” the press and public be requested to retire from the meeting.  
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	5.9.07

88/07


	07/01473/FULL

Mr & Mrs J Smith

36 Queens Road

SANDY

SG19 1HD
	Full application for the erection of a single storey rear extension at 36 Queens Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 34 Queens Road, Sandy notified


	RESOLVED:  No objections
	Town Council

10.9.07

11.9.07
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