SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 10th April 2006 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

PRESENT






Cllr D H Gale (Mayor)






   "   N Aldis





   "   C Baker





   "   P Blaine






   "   J Gurney





   "   D Jaeger






   "   M McMurdo






   "   C Osborne






   "   M Pettitt





   "   M Scott






   "   D Sharman






   "   Mrs S Sutton






   "   G White

1.  APOLOGIES: for absence were received from Cllrs Frood and Smith and from County Cllr J Scott. 

2.  STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM MEMBERS (113/05)
(a)
Prejudicial Interests

There were none.

(b)
Personal Interests
There were none.

3.  ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS (114/05)
(a)  An Elector enquired if the Town Council had any plans to recognise the exemplary service given by one of the retained firefighters at Sandy Fire Station who was about to retire.  He had served the Town in this semi-voluntary capacity for 25 years.

RESOLVED:  That this matter and the whole policy of recognising long term service to the Sandy community by others than the Council, be considered at the next meeting of the Finance & General Purposes Committee.


(b)  An Elector enquired if the Council would be willing to reconsider its previous decision that it would not be willing to accept responsibility for the maintenance etc of the new play equipment recently provided on The Limes Estate, Beeston.

RESOLVED:  That this matter be considered by the next meeting of the Planning Parks & Open Spaces Committee.

3.  ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS (114/05) (CONTD)
There were no further oral questions.

4.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY SANDY TOWN 
COUNCIL (115/05)
((SEE LIST ATTACHED)

5.  TO NOMINATE TOWN MAYOR FOR MUNICIPAL YEAR 2006/2007 (116/05)
RESOLVED:  That Cllr David Hector Gale be nominated as Town Mayor for the Municipal Year commencing 8th May 2006.

6.  TO NOMINATE DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR FOR MUNICIPAL YEAR 2006/2007 (117/05)
RESOLVED:  That Cllr Colin Osborne be nominated as Deputy Town Mayor for the Municipal Year commencing 8th May 2006.

7.  MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS (118/05)
28.02.06
Attended St Swithun’s School Pancake Day races and presented 

prizes.

04.03.06
Together with Deputy Mayor held electors surgery at Council

offices.
06.03.06 Accompanied by the Mayoress attended the High Sheriff's Awards 
Ceremony at County Hall Bedford.
08.03.06 Opened the new Budgens store in Ivel Park, Fallowfield.
08.03.06 Together with the Mayoress hosted the Mayor's Charity Dinner at
China Express Sandy which was attended the Deputy Mayor and Mayoress
and other councillors and their partners.
16.03.06 Accompanied by the Mayoress gave talk to the Women’s Fellowship 
at Sandy Methodist Church.
19.03.06 Attended with the Mayoress the Mayor of Leighton Linslade's Civic Service at
All Saints Church Leighton Buzzard.
20.03.06 Together with the Mayoress attended the Stroke Club AGM at Quince Court
Sandy.
21.03.06 Attended the Town and Parish Councils reception at County Hall, Bedford
together with our four Mid Beds Town and District Council representatives.
25.03.06 Accompanied by the Mayoress attended the Mayor of Huntingdon's Annual 


Charity Ball at Wood Green.
7.  MAYORAL COMMUNICATIONS (118/05) (CONTD)
26.03.06
Together with the Mayoress started the Sandy Ten and Fun Run and
presented participants with prizes and trophies to the winners.  He had in turn been presented with a wall plaque on behalf of the Lord Mayor of Westminster.

28.03.06 Accompanied by the Mayoress attended the Kempston Schools Performing Arts
presentation at Robert Bruce School, Kempston.

30.03.06 Together with the Mayoress attended Luton University Graduation Ceremony at St Mary's Church Luton.
01.04.06 Attended  together with the Mayoress, Duputy Mayor and Mayoress the Mayor
of Dunstable's Annual Charity Ball at Luton.
02.04.06 Accompanied by the Mayoress attended the Bedfordshire County Council Civic 


Service at St Pauls Church, Bedford.
03.04.06
Together with the Mayoress attended the installation of the new High Sheriff of 



Bedfordshire at Kenilworth Road, Luton.
04.04.06
Attended with other Councillors to perform the opening ceremony of

Sandy Town Council Tourist Information Ceremony.
07.04.06
Accompanied by the Mayoress, Deputy Mayor and Mayoress attended

the Mayor of March's Annual Charity Ball.
09.04.06
Accompanied by the Mayoress attended the Mayor of Ampthill's Charity
Luncheon.

DEPUTY MAYOR
12.3.06 Supported by the Deputy Mayoress attended the Mayor of Flitwick’s Civic


Service at the Rufus Centre.

2.4.06 Accompanied by the Deputy Mayoress attended the High Sheriff of


Bedfordshire Citizenship Awards 2005/06 at St Andrew’s Church Hall, Bedford.

8.4.06 With the Deputy Mayoress attended the Chairman of South Cambridgeshire


District Council’s Charity Concert at St Mary’s Church, Guilden Morden.

8.  MINUTES AND REPORTS (119/05)
(a)  Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 27th February 2006
RESOLVED:  That the Minutes which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and signed as a correct record.

(b)  Meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 6th March 2006
RESOLVED:  (a)  That the Minutes, including Exempt Minute, Minute No F90/05, which had been previously circulated be received, approved and adopted.

8.  MINUTES AND REPORTS (119/05) (CONTD)
(b)  That Exempt Minute, Minute No F90/05, remain as an Exempt matter.


RECOMMENDATIONS

Review of Capital Programme

RESOLVED: (a) That the £50,000 earmarked for the purchase of a possible Town Centre Car Park be deleted from the Capital Programme.

(b) That the Town Council no longer seeks to acquire land to the South of the Baulk or at Girtford Lakes. 

(c) That subject to (a) and (b) above the Capital Programme should be approved.


Opening of additional Bank Account

RESOLVED:  That an additional bank account be opened with the Bank of Ireland to receive the interest on the Capital Account with an opening balance of the net interest received on the Capital Account in 2005/2006.

Internet Purchases

RESOLVED: That anti-virus software be purchased for the Clerk’s Computer via an internet transaction using the Deputy Clerk’s personal Credit Card on the Town Council’s behalf.

Payments made under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972

RESOLVED: That in accordance with its powers under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972, the Town Council should make the following payments, which in the opinion of the Council is in the interests of the area and its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure.

(a) £21.00 purchase of a Poppy Wreath in November 2005.

(b) £25.00 donation to Sandy Upper School for the Audrey Boothby Prize in November 2005.

(c)  Meeting of Staffing Committee held on Monday 20th March 2006
RESOLVED:  (a)  That the Minutes including Exempt Minute, Minute No S23/05, which had been previously circulated be received, approved and adopted.

(b)  That Exempt Minute, Minute No S23/05 remain as an Exempt Matter.

RECOMMENDATIONS:  There were none.

(d)  Meeting of Planning Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 27th March 2006 

The Minutes were not yet available for consideration.  A Schedule of Recommendations, which had been previously circulated was received.
8.  MINUTES AND REPORTS (119/05) (CONTD)
RECOMMENDATIONS:
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF “THE RIDDY” LNR MANAGEMENT GROUP HELD ON WEDNESDAY 1ST MARCH 2006 (P110/25)

Signage

RESOLVED:  (a)  That two new information signs be purchased and erected at The Baulk and the Slip Road entrances to The Reserve at a cost of £1,500.00. 


(b)  That the cost be found from the interest received on the Capital Account.

(c)  That the Wildlife Trusts be requested to place the required orders and proceed with the installation as soon as possible.

9.  A1 TRUNK ROAD – PEDESTRIAN BRIDGE AT BEESTON (27.2.06) (103/05) (120/05)
The reply received from the Highways Agency and which had been previously circulated was considered.

Members felt that it was disappointing that even a study was not to be undertaken for a further year but that there was little more that this Council could do now that it had officially highlighted the problem.
RESOLVED:  That the reply received be noted.

10.  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES (121/05)
(a)  Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Liaison Forum held on Monday 13th February 2006
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Forum which had been previously circulated were received and noted.

(b)  Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Liaison Forum held on Monday 3rd April 2006
These were not yet available for consideration.

(c)  Any other Verbal Reports 

(1)  Cllr Blaine as Town Council representative on the Village Hall Management Committee reported that their Finance Committee continued to receive reports regarding the financial position of the Village Hall.  Fortunately this was now showing an improvement.
(2)  Cllr Sharman reported that at a meeting that morning it had been agreed that the Mid Beds Council for Voluntary Service should be wound up with effect from 31st July 2006.  The Group would be merged with the Bedford Borough Council for Voluntary Service and the Bedfordshire Funding Agency.

10.  REPORTS FROM REPRESENTATIVES (121/05) (CONTD)
(3)  Cllr Pettitt enquired if there had been any further developments in respect of the Joint Management Committee.  The Clerk replied that he had heard nothing further.  Cllr Gurney as a District Council Member and a member of the JMC said that he was not aware of any changes that would affect this Council’s agreed position.

There were no further verbal reports.

11.  FUTURE OF SANDY COMMUNITY LIAISON FORUM (122/05)
The Recommendation made by the Forum was noted.

Cllr Blaine expressed concerns that without the actual Minutes of the Meeting members could not be aware of the depth of the debate which had taken place and how lengthy and extensive this had been.  To avoid repeating this debate he would respectfully suggest that consideration of this Item be deferred.

RESOLVED:  That consideration of this matter be deferred to the next meeting of Council.
12.  CLERK’S REPORT (123/05)
1.  Accounts 01.04.05 to 28.02.06
RESOLVED:  That the Lists of Receipts and Payments for February 2006 which had been on display prior to the meeting be received and approved.
2.  National Association of Local Councils – Annual Conference -22nd to 24th September 2006

The NALC Annual Conference will be held at the Britannia Adelphi Hotel, Liverpool from Friday 22nd September to Sunday 24th September 2006.

The cost will be £235.00 per delegate plus accommodation and travelling estimated at another £300.00 in total.

The Council is usually represented at this particular Conference by one delegate.

RESOLVED:  That Cllr Blaine be nominated to attend the NALC Annual Conference at Liverpool from 22nd to 24th September 2006 and that the expenses incurred in such attendance be approved.

3.  Resolutions for Consideration

In accordance with Standing Order I 25 to 30 of the Standing Orders of Sandy Town Council, Cllr White had submitted the following two Resolutions for direct consideration of Council:-

He verbally introduced both items.

12.  CLERK’S REPORT (123/05) (CONTD)

RESOLVED:

That this Council, mindful of the useful contacts it has established with the WAGN rail company, and noting that the franchise to operate services to and from Sandy has been transferred to the First Capital Connect with effect from 1st April 2006 resolves to seek an early meeting with representatives of the new franchisee at management level to discuss matters of interest relating to the passenger services, station buildings and facilities at Sandy.

And

That this Council resolves to mark the tenth anniversary of the twinning of Sandy with the town of Skarszewy in Poland by choosing an appropriate name for a highway or part of a highway in honour of Sandy’s Polish twin town, when the opportunity next arises, and, if possible, to coincide with the visit of representatives of Skarszewy to Sandy in July 2006.

13.  ORAL QUESTIONS FROM ELECTORS (124/05)
There were none.
14.  PRESS RELEASE (125/05)
RESOLVED:  That a Press Release be issued detailing the Town Council’s concerns in respect of the “new” Magnolia House and the failure of the developers to provide any “community” facilities on the site and as required under the planning brief.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	24.3.07

24/06


	06/00475/FULL

Mr & Mrs S H J King

13 Birch Grove

SANDY

SG19 1HG
	Full application for the erection of a replacement hipped roof to front elevation at 13 Birch Grove, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 12, 14, 22 & 23 Birch Grove notified
	RESOLVED:  No objections.
	Town Council

10.4.06

11.4.06
	

	27.3.06

25/06


	06/00436/FULL

K & S Buildings Ltd

11 Pondgate

Kents Hill

Milton Keynes

MK7 6DP
	Full application for the variation of condition 14 of planning permission 01/01683 dated 5/3/02 for opening hours to be extended Monday to Saturday 7am to 9pm and Sunday 8am to 8pm at local centre site, Kestrel Way, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 1, 1a, 2a Kestrel Way, 4-16 Osprey Close notified

	RESOLVED:  No objections to Monday to Saturday proposals but would wish to continue objections to increased opening on a Sunday evening.
	Town Council

10.4.06

11.4.06
	

	29.3.06

26/06


	06/00438/FULL

Mr & Mrs O Akdeniz

45 Waverley Avenue

SANDY

SG19 1TD
	Full application for the change of use of amenity land to garden land at 45 Waverley Avenue, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 47 Waverley Avenue and 37 Powers Close notified.
	RESOLVED:  No objections
	Town Council

10.4.06

11.4.06
	

	3.4.06

27/06


	06/00523/FULL

Mr & Mrs Heslington

29 Weavers Green

SANDY

SG19 2TR
	Full application for the erection of a conservatory to the rear of 29 Weavers Green, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 27 Weavers Green, Sandy notified
	RESOLVED:  No objections
	Town Council

10.4.06

11.4.06
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	3.4.06

28/06


	06/00423/FULL

McCann Homes Ltd

Shirwell House

Shirwell Crescent

Furzton

Milton Keynes

MK4 1GA


	Full application for the erection of 1 no 3 storey office building at Magnolia House, 18 Market Square, Sandy, Beds.
	RESOLVED:  Object

The proposed building will provide no additional benefit to the community of Sandy.

The proposals for this site required additional “community facilities” which it was hoped would be a replacement library, car parking or meeting rooms etc.  What is now proposed is simply another commercial property and will in no way improve the lack of community facilities in the Town Centre.


	Town Council

10.4.06

11.4.06
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