Sandy Town Council



Minutes of a meeting of the Finance & General Purposes Committee of Sandy Town Council held in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy on Monday 7 November 2011 at 7.30pm.

Present:   Cllrs N Aldis, W Jackson, K Lynch, M Pettitt, Mrs M Runchman, M Scott (Chairman), R Smith, Mrs J Smyth and Mrs S Stacey, Mrs S Sutton, and G White.

Absent: Cllrs J Ali, Mrs S Lunn, D Sharman, 
The Town Clerk was in attendance as was one member of the press.
	1
	Apologies for absence (46/2011-12)
Apologies for absence had been received from Cllrs Lunn and Sharman.


	2
	Declaration of Interests (47/2011-12)
a) Personal
Cllr Osborne declared a personal interest in item 7 as an officer of Sandy Football Club
Cllr M Scott declared a personal interest in item 7 as an officer of Sandy Football Club
b) Prejudicial 
None


	3
	Planning Applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council (48/2011-12)
1) CB/11/03801/ FULL Single Storey front extension, conservatory to side, alterations to dwelling, double garage and new access at Brook End Farm, 7 Brook End, Hatch, Sandy Beds.

It was resolved: to make no objection to the proposed development.

2) CB/11/03827/ FULL Change of use from workshop to vehicle MOT centre and repair workshop at Unit 3, Stockton End, Sandy, Beds.

It was resolved: to make no objection to the proposed work.



	4
	Minutes of the Previous Meeting (49/2011-12)
It was resolved: that the minutes of the Finance & General Purposes Committee held on 3 October 2011 be approved as a correct record of proceedings.



	5
	Position of outstanding authorised contracted works (49/2011-12) 
(a) Special Items from the Revenue Account

Election costs


£6,000.00


Work completed, invoice still awaited.

It was resolved: that the position be noted and carried forward. 
Mobile CCTV monitoring
£1,200.00

Contract approved, invoice awaited.  
It was resolved: that the position be noted and carried forward.
Grants and Donations

£2,150

Grant expenditure was discussed. It was resolved: that the position be noted and carried forward.
Swimming Scheme

£2,000.00

Sum of £480 paid to Sandye Academy in respect of the young people’s swimming scheme.  A further sum of £180.45 had been committed to Sandy & District Senior Citizens Community Support Group although Council noted that financial details of the swimming project were still awaited.  The anticipated surplus funds of £1,339.55 had been vired to the training budget.
It was resolved: that the position be noted and carried forward awaiting details of the swimming grant.
(b) Capital Account


Chamber heaters



£1,000.00
This matter was to be discussed at a meeting of the Premises committee on 22 November 2011.  
It was resolved: that the position be noted and carried forward.


	6
	Members Allowances, Travel and Subsistence Expenses (50/2011-12)
The committee received a report from the Clerk on Members’ Allowances, Travel and Subsistence Expenses which had previously been circulated.  The Mayor noted that many local councils had adopted the rate of 45p per mile for members’ travelling expenses when using private vehicles rather than the 65p per mile currently recommended by NALC/SLCC under the national agreement and for this reason she had asked the Clerk to prepare the report. Some council members already claimed this sum in preference to the recommended 65p.   
The Clerk drew attention to legislation which prohibited the allocation of a Deputy Mayor’s allowance (separate from traveling expenses) and recommended that with effect from 1 April 2012 the Sandy Town Council budget should no longer contain a separate Deputy Mayor’s Allowance (although an equivalent sum could be included within the Mayor’s Allowance). The committee noted that staff expenses were also to be reviewed by the Staffing Committee at its next meeting.
There was extensive discussion of the topics in the report including the history which had led to the current policy and a range of conflicting views were expressed.  The committee agreed that Council must be mindful of the current economic climate and restraint should be exercised when considering invitations to events; attendance should only be at those events which were considered to be of genuine and direct benefit to the taxpayers of Sandy.   

It was resolved: to refer the matter to the Policies Sub-committee for the development of

1. A comprehensive policy on both expenses and allowances for members
2. A proposed mileage rate for members 


	7
	Bedford Road – Sandy Football Club (51/2011-12)
Correspondence has been received from the Secretary of Football in response to a letter sent to them by the Town Clerk and this had been circulated before the meeting.  The Clerk advised that a meeting was to be held between Cllr White, the Clerk, Adrian Lear of Central Bedfordshire Council and the FA for Bedfordshire on Tuesday 8 November 2011 to discuss the Town Council’s obligations to develop football in Sandy (under the FF funding agreement for Jenkins Pavilion) and that this might have some bearing on the debate about the future of Bedford Road. The future of the Sandy Sports and Leisure Centre remained uncertain and no date had been fixed for the next stakeholders meeting.   The committee noted that the need to make progress in considering the future of Bedford Road Football Pavilion remained urgent and the proposed review of Sandy Town Council’s financial contribution to all sporting activities in the town should be expedited.
It was resolved: to hold a meeting of the Sandy Leisure Centre Working Group for this purpose within the next 6 weeks.



	8
	Minutes of Committees and Working Groups (52/2011-12)
Receipt of the minutes of a meeting of the Policies Sub-committee held on 11 October 2011 was deferred as the minutes had only just been made available.


	9

10


	Estimates Priorities (53/2011-12)
The committee noted that the list of special items for inclusion in the annual estimates for 2012/13 provided for the meeting was incomplete. 
It was resolved: to defer consideration of prioritization the special items for inclusion in the estimate to the next meeting of F&GP.  

Press Release (51/2011-12)
None
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