SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 5th November 2007 in the Council Chamber at 10, Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30 p.m.
PRESENT

Cllrs M J Pettitt (Chairman), N Aldis, M Bartlett, P Blaine, D Broughton, D Gale, P Jones, C Osborne, M Scott, D Sharman, P Sharman, G White

1.  Apologies: For absence were received from Cllrs O’Leary and Mrs Sutton. Not Present: Cllr Smith. 
2.  Statutory declarations of interest from members   
(F48/07)

(a) Prejudicial Interests

There were none.
(b) Personal interests
There were none.







        
3. Code of Conduct DVD






(F49/07)
This item did not take place as planned.
Resolved: That the Clerk be requested to obtain a copy of the DVD for circulation amongst Members.
4. Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council 










(F50/07)
(SEE LIST ATTACHED)
5. Minutes









(F51/07)

The Minutes of the Meeting of Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 24th September 2007 and as approved, amended and adopted by Council Meeting on Monday 22nd October 2007, were signed.

6. Position of outstanding authorised contracted works
(F52/07)

2007/2008


(1) Capital Expenditure
(a) Bow top railings in Bedford Road Recreation Ground

Work has now been completed.

Resolved: That the situation be noted and this item may now be deleted.

(2) Repairs and Renewals Expenditure

(a) Mowers for Cemetery (2no)

These have not yet been ordered.
RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.
(3) Revenue Expenditure (Special Items)

(a) Contribution for 2 Police Community Support Officers

The Clerk reported that an invoice for the first half year had now been received.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and this item may now be deleted.
(b) Tourist Information Centre Merchandise

The Clerk reported that a small order for replacement stock would be processed shortly.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted and this item may now be deleted.
(c) SEG Special Project Grant

Not yet requested – permissions have now been granted for the work to commence.

RESOLVED: That the situation be noted.
(d) Permanent Planting in Roundabout beds

Work complete.


Resolved: That the situation be noted and this item may now be deleted.
(e) Additional Markings in Town Car Park

The Car Park Working Group is considering the re-marking of the car park.

Resolved: That the situation be noted.
7. Calendar of Meetings 2008/2009




(F53/07)
The proposed calendar of meetings, which had been previously circulated was received and considered. There was some discussion as to the impact possible future elections might have on the calendar. 
Resolved: (a) That the date of meetings to be held by Sandy Enhancement Group be circulated to Members when they have been arranged.
(b) That the Calendar of Meetings for 2008/2009 be approved.

8. Local Area Agreement Reference Group  


(F54/07)

The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered. 
RESOLVED: That the following comments be returned on behalf of Sandy Town Council for each of the key priority areas in the Sustainable Community Strategy.
(a) Growing our economy and raising the profile and identity of the County as a great place to live.

Sandy Town Council supports the creation of jobs and urges the need to plan for a skilled workforce and that jobs should be linked to housing development.


It also supports road and transport initiatives to reduce congestion and environmental damage, in particular an East/West rail link, an additional station on the mainline to London north of Sandy and the
re-routing of the A1 to by-pass Sandy and Beeston.

(b) Protecting and enhancing our environment, green infrastructure and spaces, promoting sustainable housing growth, and preparing for climate change.

Sandy Town Council would like the Agreement to promote the recycling of waste from commercial properties making it more convenient and cost effective for businesses to recycle. 

It would also like to ensure that the present green infrastructure of the county is not damaged by housing development, perhaps by establishing “green wheels” around towns.

(c) Raising the aspirations of our children and young people.

Sandy Town Council places great emphasis on improving the educational standards in the county’s schools, which are well below the national average at Key stage 4.
It would also wish to improve and expand the extended schools initiative.

(d) Building cohesive, strong, safe and sustainable communities with well planned, decent and affordable housing, where people have a shared identity and sense of belonging.
A major factor to be taken into consideration when planning estates should be the need to minimise the opportunities for crime and maximise social interaction.  There should also be a high profile police presence in the community.

Sandy has a great shortage of affordable housing for sale or rent and this needs to be addressed urgently.

(e) Reducing health inequalities and delivering good health and well-being for our communities.

Sandy Town Council felt that there was a greater need for access to health care, including dentists outside normal working hours.

Measures should be taken to discourage underage drinking.

Cycling should be encouraged by the establishment of cycle tracks and through safety education.

9.   Youth Council    







(F55/07)

The Deputy Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered.  
There was some discussion about the need to include students at schools and colleges outside Sandy who lived in the town and conversely those who lived outside but were schooled in Sandy.

Resolved: (a) That the Town Council supports the idea of setting up the Youth Council.

(b) That a Working Group consisting of the Deputy Clerk and Cllrs Aldis, Paul Sharman, Jones and Osborne be tasked to produce an action plan leading to setting up the Youth Council as soon as possible.

(c) That a project budget of £1500 be put forward for consideration in the 2008/09 estimates process.
Resolved to recommend: That £500 be allocated towards costs in 2007/08 financial year – to be taken from savings made on election costs.

10. Annual Report/Newsletter Production



(F56/07)

The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered. 
Resolved: (a) That the Annual Report publication date should be in the week beginning 24th March 2008.

(b) That a colour cover be used and that the additional cost of £380.00, if possible to be covered by advertising revenue, be put forward for consideration in the 2008/09 estimates process.

(c) That the review of the content of the Annual Report/Newsletter be delegated to the Mayor and Deputy Mayor.

11. Minerals and Waste Strategy Consultation


(F57/07)
The Clerk’s report, which had been previously circulated was received and considered. 
Resolved: That the following comments on the site consultation documents for sites near Sandy be forwarded to Bedfordshire County Council.

WSD07 – Black Cat.  This site is low lying but other than that the Council could see no objections to it being used.

WSD21 – Cow Close, Biggleswade.  This site is problematic because of access problems, vehicles having to travel through either Langford or Biggleswade.

WSD26 – Land at Brooklands Farm, Nr Biggleswade.  No comment.

WSD37 – Lysander Place.  Attention should be paid to screening the site from visibility from Everton.  Traffic should be routed to the A1, not through Everton.

12. Press release







(F58/07)

Resolved: That a press release be issued regarding the steps being taken to establish a Youth Council in Sandy.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/RF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	19.10.07

99/07


	07/01738/FULL

Mr & Mrs Henshaw

41 Merlin Drive

SANDY

SG19 2UN
	Full application for the erection of a conservatory to the rear of 41 Merlin Drive, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 39 & 43 Merlin Drive notified


	RESOLVED: No objections
	F & G P

5.11.07

6.11.07
	

	26.10.07

100/07


	07/01752/FULL

The Roundabout Club

Bedford Road

SANDY
SG19 1EL
	Full application for the erection of a smoking shelter and renewal of fencing to front boundary (retrospective) at The Roundabout Club, 1 Bedford Road, Sandy, Beds.


	RESOLVED: No objections
	F & G P

5.11.07

6.11.07
	

	26.10.07

101/07


	07/01544/FULL

Mr K Hill

11 Stratford Road

SANDY

SG19 2AB
	Full application for the erection of a single storey side extension at 11 Stratford Road, Sandy, Beds.


	RESOLVED: No objections
	F & G P

5.11.07

6.11.07
	

	26.10.07

102/07


	07/01554/LB

Mr K Hill

11 Stratford Road

SANDY

SG19 2AB
	Listed Building application for the erection of a single storey side extension at 11 Stratford Road, Sandy, Beds.


	RESOLVED: No objections
	F & G P

5.11.07

6.11.07
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7

