SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

Minutes of a Meeting of Sandy Town Council held on Monday 4th August 2008

in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

PRESENT

Cllrs C Osborne (Mayor), N Aldis, P Blaine, D Gale, M Pettitt, D Sharman, P Sharman, Mrs S Sutton and G White
Also present were County Cllr J Scott, Mr D Rollings, Community Safety Officer, Mid Beds District Council and 1 member of the public.
Prior to the meeting Members stood in silence to mark the death of ex-Cllr Neal O’Leary.
1.  Apologies for absence were received from Cllrs Bartlett, Broughton, Jones, Scott and Smith.







(57/08)

2.  To receive statutory declarations of interests from members (58/08)

(a) Prejudicial Interests
Cllr Mrs Sutton, Agenda item 10(3) Request from RSPB, as an employee of the RSPB
 (b) Personal Interests 
Cllr Pettitt, Agenda item 5, re Sunderland Road Pavilion as Vice-President of the Cricket Club and Sandy Colts FC
Cllr Osborne, Agenda item 10(3) Request from RSPB, as the relative of an employee of the RSPB and a member of the RSPB.
Cllr D Sharman, Agenda item 10(3) Request from RSPB, as a member of the RSPB

Cllr Mrs Sutton, Agenda item 10(6) Consultation on revisions to East Beds Bus Network as the relative of a village resident and bus user.

3. Dave Rollings – Community Safety Officer, Mid Beds District Council

(59/08)
Mr Rollings explained the Business Watch Scheme which is to be launched shortly.  The scheme links into the CCTV system so that shopkeepers can report an incident which will then be tracked by CCTV and also transmitted to the police.
He asked that the Town Council support the administration of the scheme by

accepting cheques and maintaining banking, paying bills, eg broadband licence fees and the purchase of new radios and to invoice for the annual subscriptions etc. Reasonable admin costs will be covered by the scheme.
Mr Rollings answered questions from Members.

Resolved: That Sandy Town Council undertakes the financial administration of the Sandy Business Watch Scheme.

4. Sandy Beat Manager to give update on policing in Sandy 
(60/08)

PC Prutton was unable to attend the meeting and sent his apologies.
5. Oral questions from electors 






(61/08)


An elector asked why there was no physical restriction to prevent lorries over 7.5 tons travelling down Sunderland Road from the Town Centre and if consideration could be given to providing this.  It was pointed out that the forthcoming cycle scheme should include changes to the town centre roundabout and that perhaps restrictions could be included in this.
Resolved: (a) That the Beds CC Cycling Officer should be consulted on this.
(b) That the police be requested to issue fixed penalty notices to offenders.
(c) That the Town Clerk be requested to write to companies whose lorries ignore the restriction pointing out that this is illegal.

(d) That the Town Clerk be requested to contact Simon Dear at Beds CC with regard to the problems caused by these lorries.

A resident of South Road asked if the Town Council could take action about the road conditions in West Road, in particular double parking and the volume and speed of traffic. This was acknowledged to be a problem, sometimes buses have difficulty travelling along the road, however, it is one of the main through routes in Sandy. It was suggested that the residents attended the forthcoming Community Safety Forum Meeting to voice this request because a similar problem in Biggleswade was being successfully tackled by the Safety Forum there.

Cllr Pettit voiced the concerns of Sandy Sports and Leisure Association that there had been no progress in building the new storage garage at Sunderland Road Recreation Ground since the old one had been demolished.  The SSLA would need access to the electricity and storage for the tractor from 12th August. The Clerk reported that she had informed the Project Managers of this date but that there had been difficulties sourcing the bricks. She was awaiting a further update on the following day and would inform Cllr Pettitt of the outcome.  A further report on the project would be made at the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Meeting to be held on Monday 11th August 2008.

6. Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council













  
(62/08)
(See list attached)
7.  Mayoral communications  






(63/08) 
1.7.08         Attended the Bedfordshire Games for teenagers/adults 

with learning difficulties at the Bedford International    Athletics Stadium, and helped to present the medals. 

3.7.08         With the Mayoress hosted a ‘Spend an Evening at Sandy’   

                  event, supported by the Deputy Mayor and other 

                  Councillors and spouses.

5.7.08         Supported by the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of St. 

                  Neots Charity Concert with the RAF Wyton Band in St.

                  Neots Parish Church.

6.7.08         With the Mayoress attended the Mayor of Huntingdon’s 

                  Civic service in St. Mary’s Church, Huntingdon.

10.7.08       Supported by the Mayoress and Deputy Mayor, welcomed

                  The Polish Twinning Party at the Town Council Offices.

10.7.08       Attended, with the Mayoress, the Chairman of South Beds 

                  District Council’s Reception at the Grove Theatre at

                  Dunstable.

12.7.08       Supported by other Councillors, attended the Official 

                  Opening of Sandy T.I.C.

13.7.08       With the Mayoress, attended the Mayor of Leighton 

                  Linslade’s Charity Sunday Lunch event.

14.7.08       Met with Caroline de Carpentier, Bedfordshire’s

                  Community Fundraiser, Macmillan Cancer Support.

18.7.08       Attended the Chairman of Fenland District Council’s 

                  Reception at the GER club in March.  Councillor Gale and

                  Mrs Gale also attended.

20.7.08       Attended the Mayor of St. Neot’s Civic Church Service and

                  Parade.

21.7.08      The Mayoress and Mrs Gale attended the Ivel Stroke Club’s

                 Annual Barbecue at Quince Court.

25.7.08      Supported by the Mayoress, attended the Civic Dignatories

                 Visit to RAF Wyton, followed by their family day.

25.7.08      With the Mayoress, attended the High Sheriff’s Garden 

                 Party at the Putteridgebury Conference Centre, Luton.

30.7.08      Attended, with the Mayoress, the Bedfordshire and Luton

                 Fire Service’s Awards Presentation Evening at the Addison

                 Centre, Kempston.

3.8.08        Attended the T.I.C’s Captain Peel Walk.

Deputy Mayor

18.7.08 Attended the Mayor of Kempston’s Mayoral Reception at Centenary Hall, Kempston.

The Mayor read a letter which had been presented to him from the Mayor of Skarzewy during the Polish Twinning visit.
8.  Minutes and Reports 







(64/08)
To approve/adopt the Minutes of:-

(a) Meeting of Town Council held on Monday 23rd June 2008.
Resolved: That the minutes, which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and signed as a correct record.

(b) Meeting of Planning Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 19th May 2008.
Resolved: That the minutes, including exempt minute, no (P28/08),which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted as a correct record.
(ii) That exempt minute, no (P28/08) remain as an exempt item.


Recommendations:

14. Sunderland Road Pavilion Working Group                 (P28/08) 


SEE PART II EXEMPT/CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES –

MINUTE NO P28/08

Resolved:  That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by virtue of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted Section (1) of the Exempt Information, Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, it may contain “Information relating to a particular employee, former employee or applicant to become an employee, or a particular office holder, former office holder or applicant to become an office holder under the authority”, the press and public be requested to retire from the meeting.  
(c)  Meeting of Staffing Committee held on Monday 7th July 2008

Resolved: That the minutes, including exempt minutes, nos (S07/08 & S08/08),which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted as a correct record.

(ii) That exempt minutes, nos (S07/08 & S08/08) remain as an exempt item.


Recommendations:

(a) Sunderland Road Pavilion arrangements for opening and closing

(b) Groundstaff

(c) Pension provision

(d) Clerk’s salary

SEE PART II EXEMPT/CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES –

MINUTE NO S07/08

Resolved:  That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by virtue of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted Section (1) of the Exempt Information, Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, it may contain “Information relating to a particular employee, former employee or applicant to become an employee, or a particular office holder, former office holder or applicant to become an office holder under the authority”, the press and public be requested to retire from the meeting.  
9 Personnel/Employment Law and Health and Safety Support Service (S08/08)

SEE PART II EXEMPT/CONFIDENTIAL MINUTES –

MINUTE NO (S08/08)
Resolved:  That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960 and by virtue of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted Section (8 & 9) of the Exempt Information, Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, and Sections (8 & 9) “The amount of any expenditure proposed to be incurred by the authority under any particular contract for the acquisition of property or the supply of goods or services” & “Any terms proposed by or to the authority in the course of negotiations for a contract for the acquisition of property or the supply of goods or services”  the press and public be requested to retire from the meeting 
(d) Meeting of Finance & General Purposes Committee held on Monday 2nd June 2008.
Resolved: That the minutes, which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and adopted as a correct record.


Recommendations:

7. Financial Regulations of Council 
(F15/08)

Resolved: That the sums of money included in the Financial Regulations of Council, paragraphs, 15, 33(a), 55(v), 56(i), 56(ii), 56(iv), 60 and 70 shall remain unchanged.

(e) Special Meeting of Town Council held on Monday 21st July 2008.

Resolved: That the minutes, which had been previously circulated, be received, approved and signed as a correct record.

9. Reports from Representatives 





(65/08)
Cllr Gale reported on the visit by residents of Skarzewy to Sandy. This had been very successful and had included a visit to Bletchley Park and an evening of entertainment at Sandy Upper School.

It was also reported that the Mayor and Chairman of the Malaunay Twinning Association would like visitors from Sandy to discuss the future of the twinning link.  A date for this meeting was awaited but it seemed likely that Cllrs Pettitt and White would attend the meeting.

10.  Clerk’s Report 








(66/08)
The Clerk’s Report which had been previously circulated was received and considered.

1.  Accounts 01.04.08 to 30.06.08 
Resolved: That the lists of receipts and payments for June 2008, which had been on display prior to the meeting, be received and approved.

2. Quarterly Accounts – Quarter Ended 30.6.08
Resolved:  That the Quarterly Income and Expenditure Statement ending 30th June 2008 be received and approved.
10.  Clerk’s Report    (cont) (66/08)
3. Request from RSPB

Cllr Mrs Sutton left the Chamber prior to consideration of this item.

Resolved: That a letter of support for the plans to open further paths and trails at The Lodge and install signs, interpretation boards and benches along these trails be sent to the RSPB.
4. Communications Sub-Committee
Resolved:  That subject to his agreement, Cllr Broughton be appointed as a Member of the Communications Sub-Committee.
5.  Central Bedfordshire East Multi-Agency Meetings

The Clerk answered questions about the “Get a Life” resource planned for use in Central Bedfordshire (East).  The roadshow will attend Sandy Upper School on the morning of Monday 3rd November 2008, followed by a visit to Budgens in the afternoon.

Resolved: (a)That Sandy Town Council agrees to contribute £250 towards the purchase of a licence the “Get a Life” resource.

(b) That the cost of this should be found from the balance in the Forum account.


(c) That  Cllr Aldis be requested to attend the roadshow in Sandy, together with any other Members available on that day.

6. Consultation on possible revisions to East Beds Bus Network

Resolved: That the report be noted.
11.  Oral questions from Electors 





(67/08)

There were none.

12.  Press Release. 








(68/08)
Resolved: (a)That a press release be issued regarding the Council’s opposition to the building of apartments in the Town Centre, rather than the planned offices.  
(b) That a press release be issued regarding HGV’s illegally travelling down Sunderland Road from the Town Centre.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	17/7/08

91/08


	08/01278/FULL

Mr R Addison

60 Eastern Road

Fortis Green

LONDON

N2 9LA
	Full application for demolition of outbuildings.  Erection of 3 No.three bedroom dwellings with associated external works, provision of 6 parking spaces and resiting of access to 94 London Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 98, 100,102,104,106 London Road, 21, 23 Carter Street, 69,71,73 and 75 Western Way, Sandy notified.
	Resolved: Object

a) Access is inadequate

b) Overdevelopment of site.
	Town Council

4/8/08

5/8/08
	

	21/7/08

92/08


	08/01221/FULL

Mr Peter Steel

McCann Homes

Shirwell House

Shirwell Crescent

Furzton Lake

Milton Keynes

MK4 1GA
	Full application for erection of a 3 storey block of 6 No. two bedroom apartments to replace the former Magnolia House including parking, landscaping and associated works.

Near neighbours 5, 10 Downing Court, 20 and 22 Sunderland Road, Sandy, notified.
	Resolved: Object

a) Goes against original planning condition

b) There is a demand for offices in Sandy

c) It is contrary to the Local Plan.
	Town Council

4/8/08

5/8/08
	

	28/7/08

93/08


	08/01317/FULL

Ms Kim Holloway

35 Owlswood

Sandy

SG19 2SL


	Full application for rear conservatory at 35 Owlswood, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 33 and 37 Owlswood, Sandy notified.
	Resolved: No objection 
	Town Council

4/8/08

5/8/08
	


9

