SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:  
Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Sandy Town Council


Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee


All Members of Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee

There will be a Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee to be held on Monday 5th September 2005 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.

22nd August 2005









T N Stewart











Clerk to the Council

AGENDA

1.  Apologies
2.  To Receive Statutory Declarations of Interests from Members


(7.30pm)

(a) Prejudicial interests.

(b)  Personal interests.
3.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council

(7.35pm)
(Any plans received for comment by Sandy Town Council will be on display in the Committee Room from 7.15 p.m. onwards and Members are requested to view these prior to this item).
(See List Attached)
4.  Minutes










(7.45pm)

To sign the Minutes of the Meetings of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 11th July 2005 and as approved/amended and adopted by Council Meeting held on Monday 1st August 2005. 

(Previously circulated)
5.  Public Open Space, Fallowfield Estate (Minute No: P13/03) (Dated 9.6.03)

(7.46pm)
Meeting with Planners, Twigden and Working Group now scheduled for 31.8.05.
6.  Highways Agency – Decision re: requested roundabout, junction of New Road and Orchard Road, Beeston (Minute No:P27/04) (Dated 19.7.04)




(7.55pm)
Reply was received from Highways Agency on 6th July 2005.  (Copy Attached)
7.  London Road – Rat Running (Minute No: P32/05) (Dated 11.7.05)


(8.00pm)

Reply received from Beds County Council 21.7.05.  (Copy Attached)
8.  Planning or Enforcement Appeals – notifications from Mid Bedfordshire District Council











(8.05pm)

9.  Planning or Enforcement Appeals – Decisions





(8.05pm)

10.  Verbal report from any local member who attended Development Control Committee on any matters affecting Sandy








(8.05pm)

There have been no meetings.

11.  Town Centre Enhancement







(8.07pm)

To receive Minutes of the Meeting of the Partnership held on Wednesday 13th July 2005.
(Copy Attached)
12.  Sunderland Road Pavilion/Secure Storage Project  




(8.10pm)

To receive the Minutes of the Meeting of the Working Group held on Thursday 18th August 2005.  (Copy Attached)
13.  On Street Parking Enforcement






(8.30pm)

To receive for information only a copy of the Annual Report of the Parking Enforcement Service.  (Copy Attached).  (Members will note that the opportunity to “buy in” additional hours now exists but the cost is £150.00 per day, per attendant.)
14.  Plantscape – Summer Planting Programme 2007 and 2008



(8.35pm)

To receive and consider Clerk’s Report.  (Copy Attached)
15.  Mid Beds District Council – Gypsy and Traveller Position Statement

(8.45pm)

(a)  To receive copy of Statement.  (Copy Attached)
(b)  To consider any comments to be submitted.


16.  Sandy Library Opening Hours







(8.55pm)
To receive and consider Deputy Clerk’s report.  (Copy Attached)

17.  Sandy Sports and Leisure Association






(9.05pm)

To receive and consider letter from Sandy Sports and Leisure Association re: proposed future management arrangements.  (Copy Attached)

18.  Beeston Green Play Equipment (Minute No: 15/05) (Dated 6.6.05)


(9.15pm)

(a)  New Equipment
Verbal Report from Cllr Scott.

*(b)  Enclosure of Common Land
See copy of report attached.  (Exempt Information – Members Only)
*19.  Sandy Town Bowls Club Lease (Minute No: P109/04) (Dated 4.4.05)

(9.25pm)
Copy of Recommendations and Minutes of Meeting of Working Group held on 16.8.05.  (Copy Attached)

20.  Press Release










* EXEMPT INFORMATION –  
PUBLIC BODIES (ADMISSION TO MEETINGS) ACT 1960 AND SECTIONS 8/9 AND 12 (A) AND (B) OF THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT (ACCESS TO INFORMATION) ACT 1985.  THE PRESS AND PUBLIC ARE GIVEN NOTICE THAT THEY MAY BE REQUESTED TO RETIRE FROM THE MEETING DURING CONSIDERATION OF THIS ITEM.

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/
REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	16.8.05

78/05


	05/01346/FULL

Mr & Mrs Scanlon

19 Rivermead Gardens

SANDY

SG19 1NJ
	Full application for the erection of a conservatory to the rear of 19 Rivermead Gardens, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 10 & 12 Swan Lane, 18 Rivermead Gardens,1 Coopers Close, Sandy notified
	
	P P & O S

5.9.05
	

	18.8.05

79/05


	05/01275/FULL

Mr Horsler & Miss Garrard

10a Woolfield

Sandy

SG19 1AR
	Full application for the erection of a two storey side extension incorporating a garage at 10a Woolfield, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 8, 10 Woolfield and 14,16,18,20 Ivel View Sandy notified

	
	P P & O S

5.9.05
	

	22.8.05

80/05


	05/01328/OUT

Ms C Carmichael

30a Wood Lane

Cotton End

Beds

MK45 3AN
	Outline application for the erection of one bungalow on land to the rear of 43-51 St Neots Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 43-51 St Neots Road, 17 & 18 Westfield Gardens and 8 Banks Drive notified

	
	P P & O S

5.9.05
	

	25.8.05

81/05


	05/01399/TPO

The Tree Care Company

Cobholden Farm

Bushmead Road

Eaton Socon

PE19 8JD
	Tree Preservation Order application to lift crown and reduce spread on 1 copper Beech.  Remove basal and young growth, prune back canopy spread and remainder of lateral canopy spread on 1 Lime Tree on land at Jordans Yard, High Street, Sandy, Beds.


	
	P P & O S

5.9.05
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

PLANNING PARKS & OPEN SPACES - 5.9.05
14.  Plantscape – Summer Planting Programme 2007-2008

Committee will no doubt recall that the current contract with Plantscape for most of the summer town centre planting and maintenance, including watering is for three years.  It was a fixed priced contract in the sum of £12,440.00 per year.  
Members should perhaps be reminded of the original reasons for privatising this work, which were not all cost motivated.

(a)  Increased Health & Safety liability (much new equipment needed).

(b)  Watering and maintenance difficulties.

(c)  Quality of displays.

(d)  Professional expertise available.

(e)  Cost of “local” labour in particular.

Savings made were considerable, approx £10,000.00 in labour alone (one temporary summer member of staff was no longer required).  Not to mention the cost of the new equipment recommended by the Risk Assessor.

We are currently coming to the end of Year 2 of the contract and therefore there is still one year left of the original.  Plantscape have now contacted the Council to offer a further 2 year extension to the contract after September 2006 with the price being held at the same level as for 2004.  This would take the contract to September 2008, and would be of significant value to the Council to merit its proper consideration.

It has to be admitted that the contract has not been without its problems, particularly in Year 1 but it is thought that the improved quality of displays and savings do negate these in some way.

In the main, all problems referred to Plantscape have been properly attended to and any damaged or faulty plants have been replaced without cost.  The quality of plants supplied for our own use has been high.

Although it may be unusual to consider extending a contract while it still has one full year to run Plantscape must have their own long term plans and reasons for offering this, particularly bearing in mind that the costs would have been held for five years.

SUPPORTING OR SUPPLEMENTARY


-   NONE

INFORMATION ATTACHED

ACTION REQUIRED:




-  COMMITTEE IS REQUESTED TO 









INSTRUCT AS TO ANY FURTHER









ACTION TO BE TAKEN IN RESPECT









OF THIS MATTER.

T N Stewart

Clerk to the Council

22nd August 2005
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

PLANNING PARKS & OPEN SPACES - 5.9.05
16.  SANDY LIBRARY OPENING HOURS
Members will recall that this item was deferred from the Finance & General Purposes Committee of 15.8.05 in order to elicit the correct information on opening hours from the Head of Library Services.

The current and proposed opening hours for Sandy Library are as follows:

Current








Proposed

Monday 
9.30am – 1pm






9.30am – 6pm



2pm – 5pm

Tuesday
9.30am – 1pm






9.30am – 6pm



2pm – 5pm

Wednesday
9.30am – 1pm

Thursday
9.30am – 1pm






9.30am – 6pm



2pm – 5pm

Friday

9.30am – 1pm






9.30am – 6pm



2pm – 7pm








Saturday
9.30am – 1pm






9.30am – 1pm

Total 

35 hours






37.5 hours

SUPPORTING OR SUPPLEMENTARY


-   NONE

INFORMATION ATTACHED

ACTION REQUIRED:




-  COMMITTEE IS REQUESTED TO 









RECEIVE THE REPORT AND 









CONSIDER WHETHER OR NOT









THEY WOULD LIKE TO COMMENT









ON THE PROPOSALS.

Mrs S Foster
Deputy Clerk to the Council

22nd August 2005
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