SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:  
Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Sandy Town Council


Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Finance and General Purposes Committee


All Members of Finance and General Purposes Committee

There will be a Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee to be held on Monday 2nd July 2007 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.











S M Foster
25th June 2007







Clerk to the Council

AGENDA

1.  Apologies

2. To receive statutory declarations of interests from Members





(a) Prejudicial interests.

(b)    Personal interests.


3.  Planning applications received for comment by Sandy Town Council
    (7.35pm)











(Any plans received for comment by Sandy Town Council will be on display in the Committee Room from 7.15 p.m. onwards and members are requested to view these prior to this item).

(See list attached)


4.  Minutes







 (7.55pm)

To sign the Minutes of the Meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee held on Monday 21st May 2007 and as approved/amended and adopted by Full Council Meeting held on Monday 18th June 2007. (Previously circulated)


5.  Position of outstanding authorised contracted works
 (8.00pm)

See list attached.

(Copy attached)
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 02.07.07
6. New Model Code of Conduct



(8.05pm)


To receive and consider Clerk’s report.


(Copy attached)
7. Amendment to Standing Orders 


(8.15pm)
To receive and consider Clerk’s report. (Copy attached)
8. Dispensations under the Code of Conduct  
(8.20pm)
To receive and consider Clerk’s report. (Copy attached)

9. Confident Communities Fund

(8.25pm)

To receive and consider Clerk’s report. (Copy attached)
10. Corporate style



(8.55pm)

To receive and consider Clerk’s report. (Copy attached)
11. Town Council Surgeries

(9.05pm)

To receive and consider Clerk’s report. (Copy attached)
12. Cheque payment arrangements – Bank of Ireland

(9.15pm)

To receive and consider Clerk’s report. (Copy attached)
13. Financial Regulations of Council

(9.20pm)

To receive and consider Clerk’s report. (Copy attached)
14. Purchase of laser printer for office
(9.30pm)
 To receive and consider Clerk’s report. (Copy attached)
15. Request for yellow lines at Swan Lane

(9.35pm)

To receive and consider Clerk’s report. (Copy attached)
16. Press release




 

(9.45pm)

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	14.6.07

54/07


	07/01009/FULL

Mr & Mrs R Barker

c/o Cording Allen Partnership

67 Bower Street

Bedford

MK40 3RD
	Full application for the erection of a first floor rear extension at 15 Western Way, Sandy, Beds.
Near neighbours 13 Western Way and 1 Manor Road, Sandy notified
	
	F & G P

2.7.07


	

	20.6.07

55/07


	07/00621/FULL

Mr & Mrs M Hirst

59 Banks Drive

SANDY

SG19 1AE
	Full application for the erection of a conservatory to the rear of 59 Banks Drive, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 29, 51-54, 60, 61 Banks Drive, Sandy notified
	
	F & G P

2.7.07


	

	20.6.07

56/07


	07/00999/ADV

Marketing Force Ltd

Cliff House

Chevalier Road

Felixstowe

Suffolk

IP11 7EJ
	Advertising Consent application for advertising on roundabout site 102 retrospective on roundabout at B1042 Bedford Road, High Street and St Neots Road, Sandy, Beds

.
	
	F & G P

2.7.07


	

	20.6.07

57/07


	07/01001/ADV

Marketing Force Ltd

Cliff House

Chevalier Road

Felixstowe

Suffolk

IP11 7EJ
	Advertising Consent application for the erection of 3 freestanding signs on the roundabout at Sunderland Road, Cuckoo Close and Woodcock Close, Sandy, Beds.


	
	F & G P

2.7.07


	

	20.6.07

58/07


	07/01002/ADV

Marketing Force Ltd

Cliff House

Chevalier Road

Felixstowe

Suffolk

IP11 7EJ
	Advertising Consent application for the erection of 3 freestanding signs on the roundabout at Sunderland Road, Merlin Drive, Sandy, Beds.


	
	F & G P

2.7.07


	

	20.6.07

59/07


	07/01000/ADV

Marketing Force Ltd

Cliff House

Chevalier Road

Felixstowe

Suffolk

IP11 7EJ
	Advertising Consent application for the erection of 3 freestanding signs on the roundabout near Sandy Business Park, Sunderland Road, Sandy, Beds.


	
	F & G P

2.7.07


	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	20.6.07

60/07


	07/01003/ADV

Marketing Force Ltd

Cliff House

Chevalier Road

Felixstowe

Suffolk

IP11 7EJ
	Advertising Consent application for the erection of 3 freestanding signs on the roundabout at Roundabout at Sunderland Road, Sandy, Beds.


	
	F & G P

2.7.07


	

	20.6.07

61/07


	07/01034/FULL

Mr M Dodd

Unit 5 Blaydon Road

Sandy

Beds

SG19 1RZ
	Full application for the change of use from part of offices (B1) to café (A3) use at 5 Blaydon Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 1 Blaydon Road, Sandy, Beds notified

	
	F & G P

2.7.07


	

	20.6.07

62/07


	07/00925/FULL

Mr & Mrs P Hodson

2 The Knolls

Beeston

Sandy

SG19 1PL


	Full application for a loft conversion to include 3 no front dormers at 2 The Knolls, Beeston, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 1 The Knolls, Beeston notified

	
	F & G P

2.7.07


	

	20.6.07

63/07


	07/01030/FULL

MDS Land Developments Ltd

The Old Chequers

Lower Stondon Road

Marston Moretaine

Bedford

MK43 0LP
	Full application for the erection of 1 detached and 2 semi-detached dwellings with associated parking at 38 Northcroft, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 34, 36, 40 Northcroft, 4 & 6 Rutland Gardens, Sandy notified

	
	F & G P

2.7.07


	

	20.6.07

64/07
	07/01020/FULL

Mr A Maguire

25 Orchard Road

Beeston

Sandy

Beds

SG19 1PJ
	Full application for the replacement of existing conservatory with single storey rear extension, build up extension to match height of proposed at 25 Orchard Road, Beeston, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 23 & 27 Orchard Road, Beeston notified


	
	F & G P

2.7.07


	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	26.6.07

65/07


	07/01080/FULL

Mr & Mrs A J Digby-Cameron

6 Stratford Road

Sandy

SG19 2AB
	Full application for the erection of a detached bungalow with integral garage on land at 6 Stratford Road, Sandy, Beds.
	
	F & G P

2.7.07


	

	26.6.07

66/07
	07/01075/FULL

Mr & Mrs Wright

18 Banks Drive

Sandy

Beds

SG19 1AE
	Full application for the erection of a conservatory to the rear of 18 Banks Drive, Sandy, Beds.
Near neighbours 17, 20 Banks Drive and 33 & 35 South Road notified


	
	F & G P

2.7.07


	

	26.6.07

67/07
	07/01070/FULL

Mr & Mrs Amphlett

52 St Neots Road

Sandy

SG19 1LG
	Full application for the erection of a two storey rear extension at 52 St Neots Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 50 & 54 St Neots Road and 7 & 8 Mills Walk, Sandy notified

	
	F & G P

2.7.07


	

	26.6.07

68/07


	07/01053/FULL

Mr & Mrs D Benjamin

141 St Neots Road

Sandy

SG19 1BN
	Full application for the erection of a two storey rear extension to replace existing lean-to at 141 St Neots Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 2 Carter Street and 143 St Neots Road, Sandy notified


	
	F & G P

2.7.07


	

	
	
	
	
	
	


SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 02.07.07
5.  Position of outstanding authorised contracted works







2007/2008


(1) Capital Expenditure


(a) Bow top railings in Bedford Road Recreation Ground

Ordered: 4th April 2007 – re-sent 22nd May 2007.

(b) Leaf Vacuum
Ordered 25th June 2007.

(c) Rotavator
The D.S.O. Foreman no longer thinks that the machine he requested is suitable.  This item will be revisited in the 2008/2009 estimates process.
(d) Completion of footpath from Berwick Way to Sunderland Road

Work completed June 2007.
 (2) Repairs and Renewals Expenditure

(a) Mowers for Cemetery (2no)

Not yet ordered

(b) Cupboard for Archive Materials


Ordered 25th June 2007.

(c) Additional office computer

Received June 2007.

(d) Provision of low level cisterns in Town Centre toilets
Ordered 4th April 2007.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 02.07.07
5.  Position of outstanding authorised contracted works (Cont)
(3) Interest on Capital Expenditure

(a) Path to Skatepark re-surfacing


Work completed June 2007.
 
(4) Revenue Expenditure (Special Items)

(a) Contribution for 2 Police Community Support Officers

Payment not yet requested.

(b) Tourist Information Centre Publicity

Brochure printed and distributed.


(c) Tourist Information Centre Merchandise

Not yet ordered – not needed at present.

(d) SEG Special Project Grant

Not yet requested

(e) Permanent Planting in Roundabout beds
Not yet requested.

(f) Work on Cemetery Gullies

Ordered 4th April 2007.

(g) Additional markings In Town Car Park

Not yet ordered.
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 02.07.07
6. New Model Code of Conduct
The new Code of Conduct for members came into force from 3rd May 2007.  Parish Councils have until 1st October 2007 to adopt the revised code, after that date councils that have not adopted the code will be automatically covered by it.  The existing code will continue in force until such time as the Council adopts the new Code.  The Standards Board has produced a Model Code for Parish Councils because not all parts of the Code are relevant to parish and town councils.
It is possible to make local additions to the code, however the Standards Board advises that the Council should adopt the code unamended with one exception that of paragraph 12(2), which is not mandatory for parishes.  It gives members with a prejudicial interest the same rights as members of the public to speak to a meeting on the issue and then leave before the main discussion and vote.
The amendments to the present code are as follows:
1. The revised code will now apply to members (which includes co-opted and appointed members) when conducting the business of their authority, or when acting or claiming to act, or giving the impression of acting as a representative of their authority (para 2(1)).

2. Paras 3 (2) (c), 5 and 6 (a) of the revised Code will apply to the conduct of members in their official capacity but also at any other time where such conduct constitutes a criminal offence for which they have been convicted. 

3. There is a new requirement on members not to do anything which would cause their authority to breach their statutory equality obligations (para3(2)(a) )

4. There are new provisions against members bullying or intimidating or attempting to intimidate anyone who is likely to be a complainant, witness or involved in the administration of any investigating or proceedings (para 3(2) (b) and (c) ). It is expected that bullying, which may be a one off incident or repeated, may be characterised as offensive, intimidating, malicious, insulting or humiliating behaviour designed to undermine someone. The Standards Board will no doubt provide guidance on these new provisions.

5. The grounds upon which confidential information may be disclosed by a member have been widened (para 4). The revised Code now provides members may disclose confidential information if disclosure is reasonable, in the public interest, made in good faith and in compliance with the authority’s reasonable requirements.

6. New Model Code of Conduct (cont)

6. Provisions for a “public service interest” as set out in the draft Code which was the subject of the Consultation have not been included in the revised Code. The “public service interest” was a hybrid version of a personal interest. Although the motive behind the proposed “public service interest” was to relax the rules governing members’ participation at meetings, its application, in our view, did not achieve this.

However, para 9(2) of the revised Code confirms that in relation to certain personal interests ie arising from membership of another local authority or a body exercising a function of a public nature, the existence and nature of that personal interest only need to be disclosed to the meeting at the stage when the member addresses the meeting on the matter at which the interest has arisen. In these limited circumstances, if a member did not want to speak to the meeting on the decision but did want to vote on it, he/she would not have to declare the existence and nature of the personal interest.

7. A member is deemed to have a personal interest in any business or their authority of a decision in relation to that business might reasonably be regarded as affecting their wellbeing or financial position or the well being or financial position of a relevant person (which includes someone who is part of the member’s family or someone with whom the member has a close association) to a greater extent than the majority of council tax payers, rate payers or inhabitants of the authority’s area (para 8 (b) ). The terms “family” and “close association” have wide meanings. It is anticipated that a “close association” may include a friend a colleague, business associate or someone who a member knew through general social contacts who is more than an acquaintance. The Standards Board will undoubtedly elaborate on this in their guidance. 

8. If a member has a personal interest arising from a gift or hospitality with a value at least £25, which must be entered in the register of member’s interests, the nature and existence of the interest does not need to be disclosed at a meeting if it was registered more than the 3 years before the date of the meeting. (paras 8(1) (a) and 9 (3) ).

9. The rules in relation to some prejudicial interests, and related conduct have been clarified and relaxed (paras 10 and 12). For example, a member will not have a prejudicial interest in the business of their authority where that business is to deal with an allowance, payment or indemnity to be given to members or the setting of the precept, or any ceremonial honour to be given to the member (para 19 (2) (iv) – (vi) ).

Where a member has a prejudicial interest in any business of their authority, eg: a meeting at which a planning application is considered, he may attend a meeting of the authority provided that the public are also entitled to attend the meeting, but only for the purpose of making 
6. New Model Code of Conduct (cont)

representations, answering questions or giving evidence relating to that business, and must leave the meeting immediately after (para 12(2)). The policy reason behind this provision is to ensure that a member is not disadvantaged any more than a member of the public would be.

Para 12(2) is one of the more significant amendments to the revised Code; it has relaxed the rules governing participation of members at certain meetings where their prejudicial interest would, under the former Code of Conduct, have excluded them from making representations on the matter where the interest had arisen. As para 12(2) is not mandatory for parish and town councils, they need to :-

· Pass a resolution adopting the revised Code of Conduct including paragraph 12(2).

It is not sufficient to adopt the revised Code “as applicable to parish councils” and they must have expressly ‘opted-in’ for it to have effect; and

· Have standing orders in place which allow members of the public to attend meetings of the authority for the purpose of making representations, giving evidence or answering questions. 

Para 12(2) essentially gives members the same rights to speak at meetings as a member of the public. If the council’s standing orders do not provide members of the public with any right to speak paragraph 12(2) will have no effect.

10.There are new provisions to protect the disclosure of sensitive information        relating to member’s personal registrable interests (paras 9(5) and 14).
Supporting or supplementary
- Model Code of Conduct for Parish & 
information attached


   Town Councils
Action required
- Committee is requested to recommend adoption of the new code of conduct. It is also requested to recommend expressly that paragraph 12(2) is adopted if it so wishes.
S M Foster

Town Clerk
22nd June 2007
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 02.07.07
7. Amendment to Standing Orders
Should Members recommend adoption of Paragraph 12(2) of the new Code of Conduct (see item 6) the Town Council’s Standing Orders will need revision.  At present under Standing Order 94 the public are admitted to meetings but, apart from under Questions from Electors at full Council meetings have no right to speak.
Members may wish to consider an insertion to the Standing Orders as follows:

Para 95.  Members of the public shall be allowed to attend all meetings of the Council for the purpose of making representations, giving evidence or answering questions.

Supporting or supplementary
- None.
information attached


   

Action required



- Committee is asked to recommend 






amendment of the Council’s Standing






Orders as above.
S M Foster 

Town Clerk
22nd June 2007

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 02.07.07
8. Dispensations under the Code of Conduct  


A number of members have been in receipt of a dispensation under the Code of Conduct to allow them to participate in debate and to vote on issues regarding the new pavilion at Sunderland Road despite having what may be considered to be a prejudicial interest in the matter.  This was because over 50% of the previous Council had such an interest and as such this could be thought to interfere with the course of business.

Since May the dispensations have been allowed to continue until the Council had its full complement of Members when consideration could be given to whether a further application for dispensation was needed.

The number of Members who would consider themselves to have a prejudicial interest in the building of a new pavilion must be established.  This may be because they are a member of a club who might make use of the facility or that the may have an interest in a company who could be involved in the construction. It is up to the individual Member to decide for him/herself as to their own particular situation.

Should the number of Members declaring a prejudicial interest be fewer than 8 it will not be possible to apply for a dispensation to allow those with a prejudicial interest to vote on matters to do with the new pavilion, although they may be able to attend debate to answer questions etc. under the new Code of Conduct if it is adopted.
Supporting or supplementary
- None.
information attached


   

Action required



- Committee is asked to ascertain the 






number of Members who would consider






themselves to have a prejudicial interest






in the building of a new pavilion at







Sunderland Road.  Should this number be 






8 or more Committee is asked to decide
whether or not a dispensation under the Code of Concuct should be requested.
S M Foster 

Town Clerk
22nd June 2007

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 02.07.07
9. Confident Communities Fund

The County Council has written to advise of its new community safety initiative which is focussed on reducing the fear of crime in Bedfordshire.
It has awarded an annual sum to each Parish for three financial years.  The allocation for Sandy is £20,000 per annum.

It will operate in a similar way to the Highways Parish Partnership funding scheme in that the County Council will hold the allocation and will agree the actions the Town Council would like to take at local level.  Once agreed they will use their existing partners and approved contractors to deliver the agreed action.

The County Council would consider joint schemes with other Parishes which would pool resources.  The arrangements also contain an option of using all three years of the allocation in one year and also the ‘rolling over’ of any unspent amounts within the three year timeframe.

The County Council has provided a consultation form for Members to consider together with a draft menu of options.  If Members feel that this does not address a particular problem or issue they feel needs to be tackled this can be included.  The closing date for responses is 3rd August 2007.

After this date the County Council will circulate a final menu of options for 2007/8 with an application form in November.  The closing date for applications for 2007/8 funding is likely to be 31st January 2008.
Supporting or supplementary
- Consultation document/menu

information attached 
options.
Action required
- Committee is asked to instruct as to how to respond to the 






consultation document.
S M Foster 

Town Clerk
22nd June 2007
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 22.06.07
10. Corporate style

Some Members may be aware that certain documents produced by the Town Council have been changing in appearance over recent months.  However, it now seems appropriate for Council to adopt a definite style so that all new documents can be produced in a coherent way and older documents can be converted over time.
The guidelines on accessible information produced by the RNIB have been consulted and there are several simple measures which can be adopted to make Council documents more readable for those with sight impairment.

The recommended font size is between 12 and 14 point (this document is 12) and the typeface should be plain or sans serif (this typeface is verdana).  Blocks of capital letters, underlined or italicised text are not recommended, a word or two in capitals is fine but the use of capitals for continuous text should be avoided.
At present most of the Council’s documentation and letters are produced in Times New Roman, which is a serif font. Block capitals and underlining have been used extensively when producing agenda and minutes, should these be avoided completely or used sparingly.
Members may also wish to consider if they would like to produce a definitive policy on accessible information.
Supporting or supplementary
- None.
information attached


   

Action required



- Committee is requested to instruct as to  

whether it wishes to adopt a corporate style for its documentation and whether it would like to produce a policy on accessible information.
S M Foster 

Town Clerk
22nd June 2007

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 02.07.07
11. Town Council Surgeries
As part of the criteria in becoming a Quality Council the Town Council had to conduct regular surgeries to show that the electorate was able to communicate with Members.

In order to maintain its Quality status the Council should continue with this initiative.  However, the previous surgeries were often poorly attended and it may be that this was because they were convened on an ‘ad hoc’ basis.  It has been proposed that the surgeries should be allocated a regular time each month so that members of the public would become accustomed to them and make more use of them.

In addition it has been suggested that the Town Council Offices should open one Saturday morning, the first of each month between 10.00 am and 12 noon.  A member of staff would be present to assist a Council Member who would be conducting a surgery. The local Beat Manager has also been asked for his opinion because he has conducted surgeries at the Council Offices during normal opening hours and he would welcome the opportunity to attend a Saturday morning surgery occasionally.  Eventually the District and County Councils and Voluntary organisations might be approached to see if they would like to participate as well.
If this idea were adopted on a trial basis it would mean that each Council Member would have to commit himself to one surgery over the following fifteen months. Alternatively Members can continue to conduct surgeries in pairs as they have before.

Supporting or supplementary
- None 
information attached


   

Action required
-


Committee is requested to instruct as to 






the organisation of Council Surgeries for 







the forthcoming year.

S M Foster 

Town Clerk
22nd June 2007

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 02.07.07
12. Cheque payment arrangements – Bank of Ireland
At present the cheque signatories on the Town Council’s funds held in the Bank of Ireland NALC accounts are the Clerk, The Mayor and the Deputy Mayor.  All three have to sign each cheque.  This can lead to delays when one of those signatories is absent. 

Members may consider that they would like to add additional signatories, for example the Chairmen of Finance and General Purposes Committee and Planning Parks and Open Spaces Committee.  Three signatures from the five available would still be required.

Supporting or supplementary
- None
information attached


   

Action required
- Committee is requested to instruct as to the cheque payment arrangements on the Council’s Bank of Ireland accounts.
S M Foster 

Town Clerk
22nd June 2007

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 02.07.07
13.  Financial Regulations of the Council

Members will recall that the Financial Regulations of the Council were adopted at its meeting on 20th June 2005.  At that time it was decided that there should be an annual review of the sums of money ascribed to certain actions of the Council. The second review is now due.  The relevant paragraphs are as follows:
15.  The Clerk in consultation with the Mayor or Deputy Mayor may incur expenditure on behalf of the Council which is necessary to carry out any repair replacement or other work which is of such extreme urgency that it must be done at once, whether or not there is any budgetary provision for the expenditure, subject to a limit of £1000.  The Clerk shall report the action to the Council as soon as practicable thereafter.

33(a)  The RFO shall maintain a petty cash float of £200 for the purpose of defraying operational and other expenses. Vouchers for payments made from petty cash shall be kept to substantiate the payment. 

55(v)  For additional audit work of the External Auditor up to an estimated value of £500 (in excess of this sum the Clerk shall act after consultation with the Town Mayor and Deputy Mayor).

56(i)  Council shall maintain an approved list of tenderers for any Contracts exceeding £10,000 in value and tenders for such works shall be invited from the said list.

56(ii)  Contracts for works under £10,000 shall be placed on the basis of the lowest tender/quotation received unless by other specific direction of the Council.

Wherever possible a minimum of three tenders or quotations shall be obtained for the consideration of the Council.

56(iv)  The placement of orders for normal routine or maintenance works incurred in the daily running of the Council up to the value of £250 shall be delegated to and controlled by the RFO.

60  If less than three tenders are received for contracts above £10,000 or if all the tenders are identical the Council may make such arrangements as it thinks fit for procuring the goods or materials or executing the works.

70  No property shall be sold, leased or otherwise disposed of without the authority of the Council, together with any other consents required by law, save where the estimated value of any one item of tangible movable property does not exceed £100. 


13.  Financial Regulations of the Council (cont)
Supporting or supplementary

- None
information attached


   

Action required
- Committee is requested to instruct as to whether any of these amounts should be changed at this time.
S M Foster

Town Clerk
21st June 2007
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 02.07.07
14. Purchase of laser printer for office
The laser printer which is shared between the three office computers has recently begun to behave erratically.  It is around eight years old and has previously been very reliable if, compared to more modern machines, a trifle slow.  Because of the volume of printing produced the staff need a reliable printer, which can perform at a faster speed than a stand alone inkjet printer is capable of.  It would also seem appropriate at this time to upgrade the machine to one capable of printing high quality colour images.  

A highly recommended machine with these capabilities is the HP4005n which has been sourced at a cost of £471.17.

Supporting or supplementary

- None
information attached


   

Action required
- Committee is requested to recommend authorisation of the purchase of an HP4005n colour laser printer at a cost of £471.17. Further it is asked to recommend the source of funding for this item.
S M Foster

Town Clerk
21st June 2007
SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       FINANCE AND GENERAL PURPOSES COMMITTEE – 02.07.07
 15. Request for yellow lines at Swan Lane
Recently a resident of Swan Lane approached Bedfordshire County Council to ask that double yellow lines be provided at the junction of Swan Lane and Bedford Road.  They wrote back instructing him to contact the Town Council and enclosing a Town and Parish Council request form for consideration.  When contacted the resident stated:

“Cars and vans are routinely being parked on Swan Lane, near this junction; not infrequently on both sides of the road.  This means that visibility is restricted in both directions, but particularly when entering from Bedford Road when it is almost impossible to see an approaching vehicle until they or you swing out to pass a parked car.  If cars are parked on both sides of the road one is forced to go through a chicane.  It is very dangerous and I have had several near misses even when going very slowly”.

The Town Council has had no other complaints about a problem in this area.

Should Members wish to support this application they must identify how the proposal contributes to the Local Transport Plan objectives.
Supporting or supplementary
- Map of location and form listing Local 
information attached


   Transport Plan objectives
Action required
- Committee is requested to instruct as to whether it wishes to support this application and if so which objectives it contributes to.
S M Foster

Town Clerk
21st June 2006

8

