SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

To:  
Mayor and Deputy Mayor of Sandy Town Council


Chairman and Vice-Chairman of Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee


All Members of Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee

There will be a Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee to be held on Monday 14th February 2005 in the Council Chamber at 10 Cambridge Road, Sandy, Beds at 7.30pm.













T N Stewart

9th January 2005








Clerk to the Council

AGENDA

1.  APOLOGIES

2.  TO RECEIVE STATUTORY DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS FROM 

MEMBERS










(7.32pm)

(a) Prejudicial interests.

(b)  Personal interests.
3.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY SANDY TOWN 

COUNCIL










(7.35pm)
(ANY PLANS RECEIVED FOR COMMENT BY SANDY TOWN COUNCIL WILL BE ON DISPLAY IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM FROM 7.15 P.M. ONWARDS AND MEMBERS ARE REQUESTED TO VIEW THESE PRIOR TO THIS ITEM).

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)

4.  MINUTES










(7.45pm)

To sign the Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning, Parks and Open Spaces Committee held on Monday 10th January 2005. 

(PREVIOUSLY CIRCULATED)
5.  MATTERS ARISING








(7.50pm)

(SEE LIST ATTACHED)

6.  PLANNING OR ENFORCEMENT APPEALS – NOTIFICATIONS FROM MID BEDFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL





(8.05pm)

7.  PLANNING OR ENFORCEMENT APPEALS – DECISIONS


(8.06pm)

8.  VERBAL REPORT FROM ANY LOCAL MEMBER WHO ATTENDED DEVELOPMENT CONTROL COMMITTEE ON ANY MATTERS AFFECTING SANDY

(8.07pm)

9.  TOWN CENTRE ENHANCEMENT






(8.12pm)

There was a Meeting of the Working Group on Tuesday 8th February 2005.  (VERBAL REPORT)
10.  SUNDERLAND ROAD PAVILION/SECURE STORAGE PROJECT  

(8.20pm)

There was a Meeting of the Working Group on Wednesday 9th February 2005.  (VERBAL REPORT)

11.  DRAFT STATEMENT OF COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT – M.B.D.C.
(8.25pm)

To receive and consider Public Consultation Copy of Draft Community Involvement (in the Planning System). (COPY ATTACHED)

12.  SANDY TOWN BOWLS CLUB – LEASE





(8.35pm)

The current Lease with Sandy Town Bowls Club is due to expire on 31st March 2006.  Taking into account the protracted length of likely negotiations over a renewal or possibly alternative management arrangements it is thought appropriate that Members consider this matter at an early opportunity and instruct as to how the matter is to proceed, e.g. sub-committee or negotiating team.

13.  STREET LIGHTING – GOOD PRACTICE





(8.45pm)

To receive and consider letter from Chief Executive of M.B.D.C. sent to all Towns and Parishes in the District and Clerk’s Report.  (COPIES ATTACHED)

14.  ENVIRONMENT AND LEISURE FOCUS GROUP – GREEN SPACE MANAGEMENT INITIATIVE










(8.50pm)

To receive and consider Recommendations from the Focus Group.  (COPY ATTACHED)

15.  PROPOSED NEW JOINT MANAGEMENT AGREEMENT – SANDY UPPER SCHOOL











(9.00pm)
The County Council is currently consulting with M.B.D.C. regarding the proposed new Joint Management Agreement for Sandy Upper School. M.B.D.C. has requested any comments from Sandy Town Council to be submitted to them for consideration. (COPY OF PROPOSED AGREEMENT ATTACHED)

16.  PRESS RELEASE








(9.15pm)

SANDY TOWN COUNCIL
DETAILS OF PLANNING APPLICATIONS RECEIVED FROM MID BEDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

	DATE/REF
	APPLICANT
	DETAILS OF DEVELOPMENT
	TOWN COUNCIL COMMENTS
	MID BEDS NOTIFIED
	MID BEDS DECISION

	1.2.05

10/05


	05/00149/TPO

Mr W Smith

48 High Street

SANDY

SG19 1AJ
	Tree Preservation Order application to reduce crown of Beech Tree by 15% at 48 High Street, Sandy, Beds.
	
	P P & O S

14.2.05
	

	1.2.05

11/05


	05/00103/FULL

Mr M Thurlow

Cobblers Cottage

The Baulk

Beeston

SG19 1NR
	Full application for the erection of 1 x 3 bedroomed detached dwelling with integral garage on land adjacent to Cobblers Cottage, The Baulk, Beeston, Beds.

Near neighbours 15 and 19 The Baulk, Beeston notified
	
	P P & O S 

14.2.05
	

	4.2.05

12/05


	05/00161/FULL

Mr T Prodger

27a St Neots Road

Sandy

SG19 1LE
	Full application for the erection of a loft conversion with a side dormer and velux windows to 27a St Neots Road, Sandy, Beds.

Near neighbours 27 & 27b St Neots Road, Sandy notified
	
	P P & O S

14.2.05
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


            SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       PLANNING PARKS AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE – 10.01.05
5.  MATTERS ARISING

(1) Public Open Space, Fallowfield Estate (9.6.03) (P13/03)

(a)  Letter sent to Head of Planning Services, MBDC 18.1.05.  Holding reply received “the officer dealing with this application is on annual leave.  A full reply will be sent on his return”.
(b)  Letter sent to Mr Burt 18.1.05.  No reply yet received.

(2)  Highways Agency – Decision re: Requested Roundabout, Junction of New Road and Orchard Road, Beeston (19.7.04) (P27/04)

Further hastener sent to Highways Agency 20.1.05.  No reply yet received.
(3)  Developers Contributions to Sporting or Play Area Facilities, Site rear of Conservative Club Bedford Road, Sandy (22.11.04) (P55/04)

Letter sent to M.B.D.C. asking if this contribution could be put towards the Sunderland Road Pavilion Scheme 21.1.05.  Play and Open Space Officer M.B.D.C. replied 26.1.05.  “The interpretation of the unilateral undertaking would be that funds could be released for any sporting project in Sandy so the Sunderland Road Project would be acceptable to receive the £7,920.00 Sporting Contribution.
It should be noted however that the contribution has to be spent by 18th November 2008.”

(4)  Fishing Rights – The Riddy, Sandy (11.10.04) (P49/04)

Biggleswade and Hitchin Angling Association have now confirmed their acceptance of the new Rent and a further 3 year Fishing Rights Agreement.

(5)  Sunderland Road Pavilion/Secure Storage Project – Retention of Garages, S.S.L.A. (22.11.04) (P49/04)
Reply received from SSLA 7.2.05.  (COPY ATTACHED)

(6) Sandy Parish Flood Plan (10.1.05) (P77/04)
No further information received from the Working Group
(7)  Street Naming – Development at rear of Conservative Club, Sandy

Sandy Town Council suggested the name “Albion Close” for this new development.  The developers have intimated to MBDC that they would be happy with Albion but would the Town Council agree to “Court” rather than “Close” i.e. Albion Court.

If no compromise is possible a final decision will be made by MBDC.
      SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

       PLANNING PARKS AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE – 14.02.05

13. STREET LIGHTING – GOOD PRACTICE
Some Members will be aware that ownership of the street lighting in Sandy rests with the Town Council, (150 lamps) the County Council (200 lamps) and the District Council (5 lamps).  This is one of the anomalies of the 1972 Local Government Act and there is no way that this situation can be changed at present.  Misunderstandings are inevitable as the County Council and the Town Council has different maintenance regimes, and there are different reporting arrangements for faults on the various lamps.  As an example Beds County Council no longer attend to “day burning” lamps, whereas Sandy Town Council does.  The County argues that the power used costs less than the cost of attending.
The attached letter was received from the Chief Executive of Mid Beds District Council suggesting that Town and Parish Councils place notices on their lamps advising of the Town Council’s ownership, a telephone number to ring in respect of a fault, and possibly an anticipated repair time.  Obviously with such a large number of lamps this would be a costly exercise for Sandy Town Council to undertake and thereon maintain.

In addition I was requested to ascertain the following information to go in this report.

(a)  Formal Contract with Raynesway for Maintenance
There is no formal contract but there is an Annual Agreement which is signed each year and details the level of service to be provided.  This service currently includes the scouting or spotting as specified later, repairs or replacement of lamps, repairs to control gear, fuses, time clocks etc. but not any vandalism.
(b)  Types of Lamps

The Agreement covers all Town Council current lamps whether concrete, steel or fixed to a property.  Any unsafe lamps of any kind are reported to the “owners” who have to then fund and instruct as to replacement.  Similarly with any “knockdowns”.

(c)  Scouting or Spot Checks

Scouting or spot checking for lamps that are out is included in the Agreement.  This is done twice monthly in the winter and monthly during the summer.

Spot checking is however only undertaken on Town Council owned lamps included in the Agreement.  The County Council refuses to pay for spot checking of their lamps.

(d)  Repairs

Defective lights either “spotted” or reported should be repaired within 5 days.

However if there is a mains fault or a fault involving Powergen this could take very much longer.  Raynesway have now instituted a procedure whereby they will advise the Town Council of any ongoing problem that may prevent repair within the agreed period.

13. STREET LIGHTING – GOOD PRACTICE (CONTD)
(e)  Reports
Two hundred and twenty (220) street lighting faults have been reported to Raynesway and attended to in the period 1st April 2004 to 14th January 2005.

Alternative Contractors
Every effort has been made to identify any possible alternative contractors to undertake the maintenance service on behalf of the Town Council but when they are advised of the number of lamps involved, they decline to quote.

SUPPORTING OR SUPPLEMENTARY



-  COPY OF LETTER FROM
INFORMATION ATTACHED




    CHIEF EXECUTIVE, MBDC.
ACTION REQUIRED





-  COMMITTEE IS REQUESTED 










    TO RECEIVE THIS REPORT 










    AND TO INSTRUCT AS TO 









    ANY FURTHER ACTION 










    THAT IS TO BE TAKEN IN 










    RESPECT OF THE LETTER OR










    OTHER MATTERS 










    CONTAINED IN THIS 










    REPORT.

T N Stewart

Clerk to the Council

7th February 2005
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