SANDY TOWN COUNCIL

ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY

Our vision is to improve the quality of life in our Town

The Town Council aims to care for, protect and improve the environment to meet current demands, without compromising the need of future generations; through forward planning, education, promotion, enforcement and the provision of services, which are sensitive to our surroundings.  We aim to achieve this by finding solutions that fulfil long-term social, economic, environmental and sustainable goals.

As active partners of Mid Bedfordshire, we want to support the District Council in promoting sustainable communities.

We believe that by setting a good example and carrying out our functions in an environmentally responsible way, the Council can influence others in the community to improve their environmental performance.

The Council aims to improve its environmental performance continuously.  To accomplish our environmental commitment the Council will:

Strive to prevent pollution and


Adopt best environmental practice

ensure that all relevant



for the management and maintenance

environmental legislation is



of the Town’s assets under our care.

enforced, and other voluntary

requirements to which we subscribe

are met.

Conserve natural resources,



Protect and enhance the rural and 

notably energy, water and fuel


built environment of Sandy, and

consumption, and the reduction of


promote development that is socially

materials used, which damage


and environmentally sustainable.

the environment.

Minimise waste by reducing, re-


Promote the conservation and

using and recycling goods and


enhancement of biodiversity

materials, and ensuring careful and


throughout the Town.

responsible disposal.



Purchase environmentally 



Promote environmental issues and

preferable supplies and 



sustainability to the local community

equipment where possible and 


and Council employees to raise

develop commitment from our


awareness and care for the

contractors to apply similar



environment.

environmental standards to our own.








Incorporate environmental factors








in decision-making.
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The Town Council is committed to the implementation of this Policy and will give full backing to all those authorised to carry it out.

Signed

Councillor Colin Osborne





Trevor Stewart

Town Mayor







Town Clerk










8th December 2003

AIMS AND OBJECTIVES

1. Consideration will be given to all future replacement vehicles being operated by the Council being converted to the most environmentally friendly energy source currently available.

2. Waster paper and other re-cyclable materials to be disposed of by the orange sack system.

3. Composting green waste.

4. Support the Environment and Leisure Focus Group in compiling an Environmental Audit of Open Spaces in the Town.

5. Provide natural wild flower areas on managed open spaces.

6. Actively promoting the further planting of trees by growing seedlings on a Council site until mature enough to survive possible deliberate damage.

7. Purchase long-life, low power light bulbs.

8. Use re-cycled or unbleached paper and purchase paper made from wood pulp from sustainable forests.

9. Source local products or buy from ‘fair trade’ sources.

